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SENATE JOURNAL. 



MONDAY, JULY 27, 1868. 



The Senate met in obedience to the following Proclamation by 
his Excellency, W. G. Brownlow, Governor of Tennessee: 

'Whereas, On page 108 of the Code of Tennessee, the follow- 
ing constitutional provision is found: 

'^ 'The Governor may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the 
General Assembly by proclamation, and shall state to them when 
assembled, the purposes for which they shall have been convened; 
but they shall enter on no legislative business except that for 
which they were specially called together/ 

"Now, Thebefobe, I^ William G. Brownlow, Governor of 
Tennessee, issue this, my call for an extraordinary session of the 
General Assembly of Tennessee, to take place on Monday, 27th 
of July, 1868, at the Capitol, in Nashville. Senators and Repre- 
sentatives are required to be there at 12 o'clock, the day and date 
above named, when I will make known to them the purposes for 
which they have been called together. 

''The papers selected to do the legal advertising of the State, 
are directed to insert this proclamation, each, three times. 

''In testimony whereof, etc., etc., I sign and publish the same 
this, 6th of July, 1868. 

"WILLIAM G. BROWNLOW.'' 

Mr. Speaker Senter in the Chair, who, in obedience to the above 
Proclamation, called the Senate to order at 12, M. 
Roll called under the rules* 

Present, -.— ..— -»..- - — ... 15 

Absent,*... .......... .. . 10 



Senators present, were: 

Messrs. Elliott, Frierson, Q-amer, Henderson, Lyle, Lindsley, 
McOall, Nelson, Norman, Parker, Bodgers, Underwood, Wisener, 
Wyatt, and Mr. Speaker Senter — 15. 

Senators absent, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Oate, Eckel, Eaton, Fason^ Keith, Matthews, 
Patterson, Smith, and Wilson — 10. 

The Speaker announced no quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Norman, 

The Senate adjourned until 11 o'clock, A. M., to-morrow. 



TUESDAY MOBNINa, JULY 28, 1868, 



Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Ghair. 

Prayer by Senator Wyatt. 
Boll called under the rules. 

Present, 22 

Absent, - - - ^-..— . 3 

Senators present, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Oate, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, 
Gamer, Henderson, Lindsley, Lyle, Matthews, McOall, Nelson 
Norman, Patterson, Parker, Bodgers, Underwood, Wisener, Wy- 
att, and Mr. Speaker Senter — ^22. 

Senators absent, were: 

Messrs. Keith, Smith, and Wilson — 3. 

The Speaker announced a quorum present, and the Minu o< 
the last meeting were read and approved. 

The Speaker presented the following messa^^e from his 
lency, the Governor, to-wit: 

OenUemen <f the Senate and House qf Bepreseniatives: 

The Gonstitational provision, authorizing me to convene you 
iq extraordinary session, makes it my duty to state to you the pur- 
poses for which yon have been convened, and at the same time limits 



yon in your acts of legislation to the business for which yon have 
been called together. 

At your session of last winter, by large majorities in both Hous- 
es, you repealed what was known as the militia law. I accordingly 
paid off the militia and disbanded them, so that, for the last ten 
months, there have been no State troops at my disposal. As mem- 
bers of the Legislature,! you were assured by leading Conservatiyes 
in tiieir respective counties, and doubly assured by the leading rebel 
journals of the State, there would be no necessity for any troops 
whatever, and that law and order would be strictly observed. It 
turns out that the rebellious elements of the State were at that time 
secretly arming themselves and perfecting a military organization 
known as the Ku Klu^ Klan, composed of ex-rebel soldiers and those 
who were in sympathy with them; thus violating their paroles at 
the time of their surrender, and violating the laws of the State, and 

Slotting and planning mischief in every respect. These men have 
een arming and organizing for a year past, with an eye to the over- 
throw of the State Government, and, ultimately, to carrying the 
State in the Presidential election. They have known, as well as 
ihe political leader|i and bad men who have prompted their action^ 
that the President of the United States wasf bitterly hostile to the 
men and measures of the present State Government, and would 
readily favor a movement that would overthrow both. They have 
been confident, and have so expressed themselves, that the President 
would give them, as revolutionists, such aid by the disposition of 
troops, and changes in this military department, as would insure 
them an easy victory; and some of them have been so indiscreet as 
openly to boast of this. Their schemes have involved the overthrow 
of the existing State Government, the abolition of colored suffrage, 
the immediate enfranchisement, under the revolutionary constitution, 
of every rebel who fought to destroy the Gk>vernment, and a wiping 
from the statute books of all the wholesome and patriotic laws en- 
acted since April, 1865, 

So violent and murderous have been the conduct of these armed 
outlaws in different counties of Middle and West Tennessee, that, 
acting under the authority of a resolution you adopted last Spring, 
I have called upon the brave and patriotic commander of this de- 
partment at Louisville, to furnish me regular troops for these coun- 
ties. The foUovring correspondence will show you with what result: 

ExBOunvB Oppiob, ) 

Knoxville, Tenn., June 15th, 1868. > 

Mc^or- General Oeo. H. Thcym/os^ (hmirumimg^ &c.: 

The following is a copy of a dispatch from the Hon. Mr. Arnell: 

Columbia, Tenn., June 14, 1868. 
To Oov. W' G. Brofvrdow: 

The Kuklux searched the train for me last night, pistols and 
rope in hand. Empower me to call upon the military here, if neces- 
sary, in your name, to suppress all armed and masked parties in this 
* vicinity. I propose to fight it out. S. M. Arnell. 



This is but in keeping with what is going on in other counties of 
Middle and West Tennessee, as I am advised by reliable men. 

I therefore call upon you to farnish a company of troops for the 
counties of Lincoln and Marshall, jointly. One for the county of 
Obion, one for the county of Dyer, and one for the county of Gibson. 
Without troops in these counties the civil laws cannot be enforced, 
or loyal men allowed to exercise their rights and liberties. If you 
have the troops, I also desire that a company be sent to Fayette 
county. I have tiie honor to be, etc., 

W. Q. Brownlow, 

Governor of Tennessee. 



H'dq'rs Dept. of the Gumbebland, ) 
Louisville, Ky., June 18, 1868. j 
Eia Mx!ceUe7ioy, W. O. BrotordoWy 

Governor of Tenmssee, KnoocviUej Term.: 
Sib : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 15th inst., containing a copy of a dispatch from the Hon. S. 
M. Amell, to you, and your request for troops to be sent to certain 
counties in Tennessee. You say that without troops in these coun- 
ties the civil laws cannot be enforced, or loyal men allowed to ex- 
ercise their rights and liberties. I have the honor to say in reply, 
that the military can only be used to aid and. sustain the civil au- 
thorities in the discharge of their duties. The State of Tennessee, 
being in the full exercise of all the civil functions of a State, the 
military authority of the United States cannot legally interfere ex- 
cept in aid and support of the civil authority. For these purposes 
troops have been sent to various localities at your request. These 
details, together with the present demand for troops to assist the U. 
S. officers in collecting the revenue, has so exhausted the force at 
my command as to prevent the complying with your request to send 
companies to the counties named. 

Very respectfully, your ob't sv't, 

Geo. H. Thomas, 
Maj.-Gen. U. S. A., Commanding. 

H'dq'bs Dept. op the Cumbebland, ) 
Louisville, Ky., June 24, 1868. ) 
To Sis EoDcellency W* G. Brotoriloio, 

Governor of Tennessee^ KnoocmHe^ Tenn.: 
Sib : Referring to my letter of the 18th inst., to you, I have the 
honor to inform you, that since writing I have procured a copy of 
the Acts of the Twenty-Fifth General Assembly of Tennessee, for 
the years 1867-8. 

I have carefully examined tiie Acts providing for the protection 
of Sheriffs, etc., and relating to the State Guard, and respectfully 
submit to you, as my opinion, that under these laws, if vigorously 
enforced, the difficulties in Tennessee, could be suppressed. 

The 7th, and subsequent sections of the "Act for the protection 
of Sheriffs," etc., passed February 1st, 1868, appears to be especially 



available and practicable for good effect, and conld be more readily 
and quickly enforced than the Act to '^organize and equip a State 
Guard/' etc., passed March 13, 1868, though, if found necessary, 
this would be the more powerful organization, notwithstanding its 
deficiencies as to a staff corps for its administration. 

I take the liberty of giving an opinion on this subject, because of 
the probability of the necessity, in the end, for your calling on the 
United States for aid under the provisions of the Constitution; and 
as you have been informed, the force at my command is so exhausted 
by calls for other duties, that it is not likely that sufficient troops 
for the purpxyse could be furnished. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Geo. H. Thomas, 
Major- General, U. S. A. 



State of Tennessisb, 

Executive Department, 

Knoxville, June 29th, 1868, 
MajoT'Chneral Gho. H. Thomas: 

Your favor of the 24th inst., is now before me, and your suggest- 
ions have been duly considered. I thank you for the same, and fully 
appreciate your motives. The principle difficulty we have to en- 
counter, has, perhaps, not occurred to your mind. The Sheriffs in the 
rebellions counties, for the most part, are strangely silent, and as 
sti*angely reluctant to comply with the provisions oi the law. This 
reluctance arises from one of two considerations : either the fear 
of violence in attempting to organize a police force, or after said 
force shall have been disbanded. In some instances, the Sheriffs are 
in sympathy with the rebellious element of their respective coun- 
ties. 

Upon the whole, I think it likely I shall have to convene the Leg- 
isla^ture in extraordinary session. 

I have the honor to be, Ac, 

W. G. Brownlow, 

Governor of Tennessee. 

This dangerous organization of ex-rebels now ramifies almost 
every part of the eleven States that once constituted the Southern 
Confederacy, and has already grown into a political engine of op- 
pression so powesful and aggressive as to call forth in opposition, 
several notable military orders. Organized upon the same basis, 
and having the same dark designs in view, that found a fit culmina- 
tion in Booth's assassination of Abraham Lincoln, it works in se- 
cret, mid signs, symbols and pass-words, hatching plots to scatter 
anarchy and permanent disorder wherever it may have an existence. 
The influential portion of the rebel press in the South hail its ad 
vent as a propitious circumstance. Of its purposes I need only 
extract from the constitution of one of the clubs of its order, capt- 
ured by the police at Memphis, the following declaration : 
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'The object of this organization is for the porpose of protecting 
the people of the South from the band Of morderers and robbers 
now preying upon them, even to the last resort — assassination — and 
we pledge ourselves one to the other, that nothing shall be allowed 
to deviate us from this noble object.'^ 

Here we have assassination declared as a legitimate object of this 
lawless clan. That it is equal to its purposes is exemplified in the 
assassinations already committed in our own State and other South- 
em States. I recommend, most emphatically, that these organized 
bands of assassins and robbers be declared outlaws by special legis- 
lation, and punished with death wherever found. 

I calhupon members to speak and vote in the halls of legislation 
as they themselves and their constituents have spoken to me in pri- 
vate letters and petitions, calling for the militia to protect them in 
their person and proper^. True, it will take money to furnish a 
military force, but loyal men residing in rebellious counties, are en- 
titled to protection, without any regard to what it may cost in dol- 
lars and cents. If I am expected to protect them, I must be allow- 
ed a sufficient clerical force to execute my orders promptly, and 
funds to meet the necessary demands in carrying out these orders. 
Gentlemen are here from the counties partially in rebellion, and it 
is for them to say whether a military force is necessary to afford 
protection and quiet amonff their constituents. Tou will also par- 
don me for mj plainness of speech, as I have been complained of as 
rather tardy in my movements to protect loyal men. Therefore, it 
is that if our people are butchered in cold blood, and the colored 
population are intimidated and driven from their homes and tiie 
ballot box, I intend the responsibility shall rest with the Legisla- 
tive, and not the Executive Department of the State Government. 
If I am regarded as extravagant and violent, I shall be gratified to 
have the legislature designate some other person to take the entire 
control of this branch of the public service, 

I again repeat, genUemen, that you are fresh from the people, 
familiar with all the recent outrages complained of, and it is for 
you to applv the remedy for existing evOs. Should you conclude to 
order out the militia, or a portion of them, it will be your duty to 

f|rotect them by law for all proper acts done under orders, or in the 
ine of duty. Otherwise, they will be annoyed by malicious prose- 
cutions after they are mustered out of service. 

STATB FIKAKGBB. ^ 

» 

I propose next, to call your attention to the subject of our State 
Finances. Near the close of the late session, you created a Finan- 
cial Board, consisting of five members, viz: The Governor, Secre- 
tary of State, OomptroUer, Treasurer, and the President of the 
Bank of Tennessee. I regret to say that from the time of the or- 
ganization of the Board until the present, there has been great 
want of harmony in its councils and action. Very soon after the 
Board organized, the Secretary of State and the Comptroller sent 



in their resignations as members of the Board, as. did also the Sec- 
retary of the Board. The remaining three members immediately 
convened at Knoxville and re-organized, electing S, Watson Chair- 
man of the Board, and Hon. W. Bosson, permanent Secretary. I 
offered a resolution, which was adopted, to the effect that we had 
no authority to accept the resignations of the persons before named, 
and alleging that their resignations should be tendered to the Legis- 
lature, the power by which they were constituted members of the 
Board, as the only body competent to receive their resignations. 
At the same meeting, we effected all the preliminary arrangementis 
deemed necessary to provide for meeting the July interest, and the 
Chairman of the Board was constituted an agent to go to New 
York and carry out our plans. What these plans were, the report 
of the Board will show. Closely following the action recited, 
some members of the Board who had tendered their resignations, 
opened a most unprovoked and needless newspaper war upon the 
newly elected Chairman; and the policy we had adopted. The ef- 
fect 0^ this controversy was to distract Oftr councils at home and in- 
jure our credit abroad. One member of the Board we^t so far as 
to say to another member, that he was in favor of making a publi- 
cation, setting forth that the State was unable to meet the interest 
upon her bonds. 

For the honor and credit of the State, I trust no member of 
either House of the Legislature will give countenance to such an 
idea, Pride of character, the dictates of patriotism, and a decent 
regard for the opinions of mankind, should lead us to frown indig- 
nantly upon anything looking toward the repudiation of our hon- 
estly contracted obligations. Of the thirty-two million dollars con- 
stituting our State debt, fully three-fourths were incurred by the 
State loaning her credit and issuing her bonds to the different 
Railroad Companies of the State. To secure the payment of 
these bonds, the State has a first mortgage upon all Railroads 
so aided, making her security fully adequate. Capitalists and 
dealers in stocks, well understanding these facts, have no lack 
of confidence in the ultimate redemption of Tennessee Bonds; 
indeed, our Bonds had gone up to seventy-eight cents on the 
dollar, at the time of the recent difficulty in New York. Here 
I will take occasion to say, that after arrangements were completed 
to meet the July interest, and everything was deemed secure, a most 
foul conspiracy was entered into somewhere, culminating at New 
York, evidently designed to injure the credit of our State and de- 
preciate the price of her bonds, for the purposes of speculation. 
The result of which has been to delay the payment of the July inter- 
est, and also to greatly depreciate the value of the State Bonds. 
To meet this extraordinary emergency is, in part, the design of con- 
vening the General Assembly at this time. I am unable to indicate 
the guilty parties in these nefarious transactions. The New York 
press, as well as sundry letter writers, implicate Tennessee railroad 
men and members of the Financial Board. Others charge it upon 
New York parties, bond-holders and stock speculators. What I 
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propose, is ibis : that yoa appoint a Joint Select Committee of your 
best and ablest men, with fall powers to send for persons and pa- 
pers, so as to sift this matter to the bottom, and ferret oat the gailty 
parties, whoever they may be; and, if foand guilty, you should pro- 
ceed to sue them for damages, in the name of the State. Sach sum- 
mary and exemplary treatment of so flagrant offenders may serve 
to protect the State from like disaster in the future, and to maintain 
the standard value of her bonds. 

Some of the railroad companies committed the great error oi 
not making their payments in advance of the first of July, The 
Comptroller will inform you who they are. In the discharge of my 
duty, I served the following notice upon them all: 

"ExBCunvB Oppiob, ) 
Nashville, Tenn., May 24, 1868. J 
37o (he JSaUroads (f the State of Tennessee : 

It is made your duty by the law of 1852, and also by the Act en- 
titled^'An Act to liquidate the debt of the State falling due in 1868 
and 1869," passed March 13,1868, to pay the interest on the Bonds 
loaned you, at least fifteen days before said Bonds become due. 
The penalty for the violation of this duty, is, that I am to appoint 
a suitable person, at your expense, to take charge of your road. 

I therefore warn you, that the interest due from you on the first 
of July next, must be paid to the "Comptroller of the State at least 
fifteen days before that date. W. G. Brownlow, 

Governor oJ Tennessee." 

PENITENTIARY. 

Tour attention is also called to the still partial confusion, indebt- 
edness, and crowded condition of the Penitentiary. A full settle- 
ment with the lessees is desirable, if, indeed, it is not absolutely 
necessary. I do not advise the erection of additional buildings at 
this time, at Nashville; but I suggest, as I have done on former oc- 
casions, the commencement of a Branch Penitentiary in the Eastern 
Division of the State. The Penitentiary at Nashville ought to be 
self-sustaining; but, instead of this, large appropriations of money 
are annually required. The whole matter is with you, ieind to yoa 
I submit it, without entering into detail. 

COLONEL A. E. BOONE^ 

Whom you designated by special enactment to settle with, provide 
for, and pay off the officers and soldiers of the late State Militia, 
has performed the work assigned him, and is ready for a settlement 
with such committee «s you may designate. 

POLITIGAL DISABILITIES. 

I have been appealed to by prominent men of both political par- 
ties, to urge upon you the propriety of removing political disabili- 
ties formerly imposed upon a large class of rebels. The conduct of 
that class of people has been, and it still is, such that I do not feel 
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justified in making this recommendation. They have a military or- 
ganization in this State, whose avowed objeot is to trample the laws 
under foot and force the party in power to enfranchise themselves 
and their sympathizers. I cannot stultify myself by yelding to this 
request, accompanied with threats of violence, If members of the 
General Assembly are alarmed for their personal safety, and feel 
disposed to sue for peace upon the terms proposed by an armed 
mob, they will, of course, take a different view of the subject. Any 
recommendation of this kind, if made at all, should be at a regular 
and not at a called session of your body. And whether such recom- 
mendation, and corresponding action thereupon, shall be deemed 
wise at your adjourned meeting in November next, can be then more 
safely determined, by strictly observing the conduct of these unre- 
constructed Eu Klux rebels and their sympathizing supporters, be- 
tween this time and that. 

Trusting that your session may be brief and useful, .may the hand 
of a kind Providence guard your families in your absence. 

W. G. BROWNLOW. 

Jui^Y 27th, 1868. 

Mr. Nelson offered Senate Besolution No. 1, to-wit: 

Besolvedy That the Principal Clerk of the Senate be directed 
to notify the House of Representatives that the Senate is organ- 
ized^ and ready for business. 

Rules suspended, and the Resolution taken up and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Rodgers, three thousand copies of the Gov- 
ernor's Message were ordered to be printed for the use of the Sen- 
ate. 

House Message No. 1^ to-wit: 

HoiTSB OF Rbpbesentavivbs, 

July 28, 1868. 
Mr. Speaker: — I am directed by the House of Representatives, 
to inform the Senate, the House is now organized, and ready for 
the transaction of business. 

Geo. Edgar Grisham, 

P. 0. of the H. of R. 

Mr. Nelson offered Senate Joint Resolution No. 1, to-wit: 

Besolvedy That a Joint Special Committee be appointed, to 
consist of thirteen on the part of the Senate, and - on the 

part of the House, to take into consideration the subjuct matter 
of the Governor's Message. 

Rules suspended, and the Resolution taken up. 
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Mr. Wisener offered Senate Besolution No. 2, in lieu, to-wif 

Be^olvedyfirsty That so much of the Governor's Message, ap ? 
fers to calling out the Militia, and to the suppression of the . . 
Klnx Klan, be referred to the Committee on Military Affairtif 

Besolved, second^ That so much of the GK)vemor'B Messn.^ >-■ 
refers to the Finances of the State, be referred to the Con i^^ 
on Finance, Ways and Means. 

Besolved, thirds That so much of the Gt)vemor's Mes r^ 

refers to the Penitentiary, be referred to the Committee ^^ ...^ 
Penitentiary. 

Besolvedy fourth^ That said Committees have power to send tor 
persons and papers, in their investigations. 

The Besolution was accepted in lieu, and adopted. 

On motion- of Mr. Lindsley, that part of the Governor's Mes« 
sage, which refers to a settlement with Col. A. E. Boone, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, 

The Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. M., to-morrow. 



WEDNESDAY MOBNING, JULY 29, 1868. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Chair. 

Prayer by the Bev. Mr. Campbell. 
Boll called under the rules. 

Present, 22 

Absent, .... ... • 3 

Senators present, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Cate, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, 
Gamer, Henderson, Keith, Lindsley, Lyle, Matthews, McCall, 
Nelson, Norman, Patterson, Parker, Eodgers, Underwood, Wise- 
ner, Wyatt, and Mr. Speaker Senter. 

Senators absent, were: 
Messrs. Smith and Wilson. 

The Speaker announced a quorum present, and the Minutes of 
the last meeting were read and approved. 
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Mr. Elliott presented the following Memorial, which was refer- 
ed to the Committee on Finance, Ways and Means — ^to-wit: 

^Memorial of Merchants of Nashville^ caUing attention to An Act 
passed March last, to amend the Bevemte Laws, and asking a 
construction of said Act: 

We, the undersigned, commission merchants, cotton factors 
and grain dealers in this city, do, most respectfully, call your at- 
tention to An Act passed by the Legislature on the 19th of March 
last, to amend the revenue laws of this State. And particularly 
do we invite your attention to the fifth section of said Act, and 
earnestly request that you give us your opinion, in writing, as to 
the strict construction or intent and meaning of the fifth section 
of said law; and, that you may more fully comprehend our wants 
on this point, we would most respectfully ask your honorable body 
to state to-us whether it was the intention, in the passage of the 
aforesaid Act of the 18th of March, 1868, that we, as merchants 
of the State of Tennessee, would be required to pay one per cent, 
to the State, and one-half per cent, to the county, on all cotton, 
graia, flour, provisions, etc., that we might bay from the farmers? 
And further, are we expected to pay one per cent, to the State, 
and one-half per cent, to the county in which we reside, on all 
sales that we may make as commission me^^chants, for the account 
and benefit of the planter or producer, on cotton, grain, flour, 
provisions, or any of the products of this State? 

Our reason for wishing your views as to the meaning of the 
law, is, that the courts have notified us that they would expect 
and require us to pay the revenue on the above mentioned pro- 
ducts, either when buying from the planter or selling for his ac- 
count, when we are simply acting as agent in helping the farmer 
to dispose of his products. 

Now, gentlemen, if it was contemplated that one per cent, 
should be paid to the State, and the one-half per cent, to the 
county of the products of the farmer, we desire to clearly under- 
stand it so from you, so that we may charge the tax to the pro- 
ducer in every case, as our uniform commission on the sales of pro- 
duce of this State is less than what the tax would amount to, if 
it is to be paid as the clerks of the courts now require. 

Our opinion has been, and is now, that you, as the fVamers of 
the law, never contemplated that any of the products of the State 
of Tennessee were to be taxed when this law was passed, or you 
would certainly have so stated it. It has ever been a wise policy 
on the part of the Kepresentatives of this Commonwealth to 
guard rigidly against the taxing of the products of this State, 
and we are fully of the opinion that it was your fixed purpose in 
the passage of the Act referred to, not to tax any of the products 
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of the State of Tennessee; and, believing that you will give this 
prompt attention, we remain yonr humble servants. 

Jas. Wheless & Co.^ Q. C. Allen & Co., 

McAllister & Wheless, M. A. Parrish & Co., 

McLean & Co., 8. B. Spurlock & Co., 

Bailey, Ordway & Co., 0. B. Parsons & Co., 

Madison Stratton, Guthrie & Co., 
Hardcastle, Gennett &Co., Milton Cockrill & Co., 

Charles Nelson & Co., Ewing & Co., 

Hugh Douglas & Co., Beid, Chadboume & Co., 

J. C. French, Thomas Parkes & Co., 

A, F. Taylor & Co., L. H. Lanier, 

Hart & Hensley, French Brothers, 

French & Anderson, Hugh McCrea & Co., 

Gilbert, Parkes & Co., Bhea, Smith & Co., 

McBoberts & Co., Terrass, Phillips & Co., 

Massengale & Co., McLaughlin & Butler, 

H. S. French, J. F. O'Shaughnessy & Co. 

To this Memorial, the following reply was made by the Com- 
mittee on Finance, Ways and Means: 

Senate Chambeb, ) 

Nashville, Tenn., Aug. 5, 1868. j 

Messrs, Jas. Wheless & Go,^ and others: 

Gentlemen: — We, the undersigned members of the Com- 
mittee on Finance and Ways and Means, in reference to your 
inquiries, beg leave to state, that it was not the intention of the 
Committee, or of the Legislature, so far as we are advised, to tax 
the products of this State; and that, in our opinion, the 5th sec- 
tion of the Act referred to by you, will not bear the construction 
you say has been placed upon it. 

Bespectfully, yours, 

Jno. Norman, 

A. V. S. LiNDSLET, 

Joseph Eckel, 
A^ M. Cate. 

Mr. Eaton introduced Senate Bill No. 1, to-wit: ^^A Bill for 
An Act to liquidate the State debt." 
Passed first reading; and 
Beferred to the Committee on Finance, Ways and Means. 

Mr. Cate offered Senate Joint Besolution No. 2 — to-wit: 

Whebsas, The Governor's Message furnishes evidence of a 
conspiracy, whose action has been highly prejudicial to the inter- 
ests of the State; Therefore, 
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Besclved by the Senate {the House ooncwrtngy) That a Spe- 
cial Committee of three be appointed upon the part of the Senate, 
and upon the part of the House of Eepresentatives, to as- 
certain whether such a conspiracy really exists, and to investigate 
its acts and influence upon the interest and credit of the State; 
and also to prosecute a thorough examination of the whole sub- 
ject, and adopt and prosecute such measures as they may think 
important to protect the interests of the State, with power to send 
for persons and papers. 

Beaolvedj That the Comptroller of the State is hereby request- 
ed to furnish the necessary means to carry out the objects herein 
contemplated. 

Laid over under the rule. • 

Mr. Wisener offered Senate Resolution No. 3, to-wit: 

Beaolvedj That the Comptroller be respectfully requested, as 
early as practicable, to report to the Senate for the information 
thereof. 

First. Whether the semi-annual interest falling due 1st July, 
1868, on the bonds of the State issaed for herself and to rail- 
road companies by way of loan; and also, on the bonds of rail- 
road companies indorsed by the State, were paid ; and if so out 
of what fonds, and from what source derived. 

Second. Whether the semi-annual interest on said bonds, fall- 
ing due on the 1st day of Janu$try, 1868, were paid; if so, out 
of what funds, and from what source derived; and by what au- 
thority the fVmds were thus applied; if by a loan, by whom, and 
by what authority made, and how much, and from whom bor- 
rowed. 

Third. What bonds, and what amount have fallen due the 
present year; and whether they, or any part thereof, have been 
paid, and if not, why not; or if any portion have been paid, out 
of what funds, and how were they raised, and where are said 
bonds, thus paid? 

Fourth. Whether the semi-annual interest, falling due the 
first instant on the bonds of the State, or for which she is liable, 
has been paid ; if not, why not, and how much thereof is un- 
paid; and whether any previous semi-annual interest is unpaid. 

Fifth. Whether, and if so, what railroad companies have 
failed to pay the interest on the bonds loaned to them, or on 
their own bonds, indorsed by the State, due the 1st of July in- 
stant; and what amount is owing by each, either of the July or 
previous. 

Sixth. Whether any of the railroads to whom bonds of the 
State have been loaned, have been placed in the hands of Be- 
ceivers; and if so, what bonds; and whether the Beceivers, or 
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any of them^ since their appointment, have paid the interest on 
the honds issued to their respective companies. 

On motion of Mr. Lindsley, the roles were suspended, and the 
Besolution taken up and adopted. 
Mr. Wisener offered Senate Besolution No. 4 — ^to-wit: 

Besolvedj That the Comptroller report the amount of State 
deht, either direct, collateral, or contingent, and the amount of 
funds that is required, semi-annually, to meet the interest; and 
in what manner the State has to pay the same. 

Second. That he report the names and amounts in arrears, of 
persons charged with the collection of the revenue, either clerks 
or collectors, if there be any such; and when the same was due, 
and payable; and what measures have been adopted to enforce 
the payment thereof. 

And he it fwrther resolved, That, to enable the Oomptroller to 
turnish the foregoing information, speedily, he may employ such 
number of clerhs as may be necessary for that purpose, and that 
the clerk furnish him with a copy hereof. 

On motion of Mr. Lindsley, the rules were suspended, and the 
Besolution taken up and adopted. 
Mr. Lyle offered Senate Joint Besolution No. 3 — ^to-wit: 

BesoJved by the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee, 
That a committee consisting of five, on the part of the Senate, 

and on the part of the House, be appointed to wait upon 

his Excellency, the Governor, and urge upon him the expediency 
of laying before this Galled Session of the Legislature, the pro- 
priety of taking steps looking to the removal of the disabilities 
from a very large and intelligent portion of our population, as 
contained in the present Franchise Law. 

Laid over under the rules. 

On motion of Mr. Aldridge, the rules were suspended^ and 
Senate Joint Besolution No. 2^ was taken up. 

The question was taken on its adoption, and Mr. Cate called 
for the ayes and noes, with the following result: 

Ayes,.. . .... — ...... 11 

Noes,.. ^. > ....................... 11 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Cate, Eaton, Frierson, Keith, Matthews, 
Norman, Patterson, Parker, Bodgers, and Mr. Speaker Sen- 
ter— 11. 
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Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Eckel, Elliott, Fuson, Garner, Henderson, Lindsley, 
Lyle, McCall, Nelson, Wisener, and Wyatt — 11. 

So the Resolution was rejected. 

Mr. Nelson oflFered Senate Resolution No. 5, to-wit: 

Resolvedj That the Speaker of the Senate be authorized and 
directed to increase the present Committee on Military Affairs, 
by the addition of the following named Sanators: Messrs. Wise- 
ner, Norman, Eckel, Matthews, Elliott, Underwood, Aldridge, 
McCall, and Lyle. 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, the rules were suspended, and the 
Resolution taken up. 

Mr. Aldridge moved, in lieu of the Resolution, by adding Sena- 
tor McCall. 

Mr. Matthews moved to amend the motion by adding Senator 
Wisener. 

Accepted. 

The motion was then accepted, in lieu of the Resolution, and 
carried. 

Mr. Wisener offered Senate Resolution No. 6, to-wit: 

Besolved, That the Finance Board, created by the Act of this 
Legislature, Chap. 69, passed on the 13th day ot March, be re- 
spectfully requested to furnish the Senate with a full statement 
or report of the manner in which they have discharged the duties 
imposed on them by said Act particularly. 

First, Whether any bonds have been issued under the said Act; 
if so, how many, and at what rate of interest; whether either 
principal or interest on the face of said bonds was payable in gold 
or in the lawful money of the United States; and whether any of 
said bonds have been disposed of, and whether at par, or at a pre- 
mium, or discount, and what rate of premium or discount, and in 
what market; and when the principal and interest were payable^ 
and what became of the proceeds. 

Second, Whether any of the bonds of the State have fallen due, 
and if so, how many; and whether they were paid at or before 
maturity; if not, have they, or any portion of them, been since 
paid, and how were they paid; and what bonds have fallen due 
since the creation of said Board. 

Third, Whether the semi-annual interest on the bonds of the 
State, issued for her own use and benefit, have been paid. 

Fourth, Whether the semi-annual interest on the bonds of the 
State loaned to Railroad Companies, and on the bonds of Railroad 
Companies indorsed by the State, have been paid, either by them 
or the State; and if not, why not, and how much of such interest 
is now owing and unpaid, either by the companies or the State, 

2 S 
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On motion, the rules were suspended, and the resolution taken 
up and adopted. 

The Speaker submitted the report of Col. A. E. Boone, agent 
of the State to settle with the State Guards, which was, on motion 
of Mr. Wiseuer, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, 

The Senate adjourned to meet at 3 o'clock, P. M., to-morrow. 



THURSDAY, JULY 30, 1868. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Chair. 
Prayer by the Bovc Mr. Campbell. 
Boll called under the rule. 

Present 20 

Absent- • 5 

Senators present were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Cate, Eckel, Eaton, Frierson, Fuson, Hen- 
derson, Lyle, Lindeley, Matthews, McCall, Nelson, Norman, 
Patterson, Parker, Bodgers, Smith, tjnderwood, Wyatt, and Mr. 
Speaker Senter. 

Senators absent were: 

Messrs. Elliott, Gamer, Keith, Wisener and Wilson. 
The Speaker announced a quorum present, and the Minutes of 
the last meeting were read and approved. 

House Message No. 2, to- wit: 

HoirsE OF Bbpbbsentatitss, July 30, 1868. 
Mr. Speaker: — I am directed by the House of Representatives, 
to transmit herewith, House Joint Resolutions Nos. 2, 3, 4, 6, 8 
and 10, adopted. Committee on the part of the House, under 
House Joint Resolution No. 2, Messrs. McEinley, White of Brad- 
ley, and Hodges; under House Joint Resolution No. 6, Messrs. 
Williams, Roach and Stone; under House Joint Resolution No. 
4, are Messrs. Prosser, Ryder, Blaokman, Thornburgh of Jeffer- 
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BOQ, and Prestwood; under House Joint Besolntion No. 8, are 
Messrs. Cordell, Bosson, Hamilton of Shelby, Waters and Bobin- 
8on« Gbo. E]>aAB Gbisham, 

P. 0. of the House of Bepresentatives. 

Mr. Elliott presented a Memorial from sundry citizens of Buth- 
erford County, praying against the calling out of the Militia, which 
was accepted, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Bodgers offered Senate Besolution No. 7, to- wit: 

Besolvedy That the usual newspapers be furnished this House, 
for the use of the members and officers thereof. 

Laid over under the rule. 

Mr. Matthews offered Senate Besolution No. 8, to-wit: 

Beaolvedy That the Directors of the Penitentiary be requested 
to report in full the condition of the prison, and the trouMes by 
which they are surroanded. 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, the rules were suspended, and the 
resolution taken up and adopted. 

Senate Joint Besolution No. 3, was taken up, and passed over 
informally. 

House Joint Besolutioti No. 2, was taken up, and on motion, 
laid on the table. 

House Joint Besolution No. 3, was taken up, to-wit: 

Besolved by the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee^ 
That we deeply regret the death of Hon. James M. Martin, Biap- 
resentative from the County of CarrroU, who died of pneumonia, 
at his residence, in Carroll County, Tennessee, April 2l8t, 1868; 
that in his death this body has lost a good and patriotic member, 
the State a good citizen, th^ Government a soldier and friend, 
his family an affectionate protector. 

Besolvedj further ^ That we sympathize with? hi» bereaved" family 
and friends; and, as a token of our respect for his- memory, that 
the members and officers of the General Assembly wear the usual 
badge of mourning for thirty days. 

Besolved. further y That a copy of these Besolutions be furnish- 
ed his family, and the same be spread on the Journals of this 
General Assembly. 

Adopted. 

House Joint Besolution No. 4, was taken up and passed over 
informally. 
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Hoase Joint Besolation No. 6, was taken op, and, on motion 
of Mr. Lindsley, non-concurred in. 

House Joint Besolution No. 8, was taken up, and, on motion 
of Mr. Eckel, non-concurred in. 

House Joint Besolution No. 10, relating to the State credit, 
was taken up, and concurred in. 

Mr. Wisener offered Senate Joint Resolution No. 4, to-wit: 

Besolved by the Oenerai Assembly of the State of Teimessee^ 
That the Treasurer pay to each member of the Senate and House, 
and officers of each House, their per diem^ up to the time of the 
application, taking their receipt therefor. 

The rules were suspended, and the Besolution taken up and 
adopted. 

Mr. Wisener offered Senate Joint Besolntion No. 5, to-wit: 

Resolved by the Generai Assembly of the State of Tennessee^ 
That the Comptroller issue his warrant upon the Treasurer, to 
the Doorkeeper of the Senate, for two dollars for each member 
and ofScer of the Senate, for postage stamps; and that he also 
issue his warrant to the Doorkeeper of the House, for the like 
purpose, for a similar amount for each member and officer of the 
House. 

On motion, the rules were suspended, and the resolution taken 
up. 

Mr. Aldridge moved to amend, by striking out "two" and in- 
serting "five." 

Lost. 

Mr. Smith moved to amend, by striking out "two" and insert- 
ing "tjiree." 

Adopted. 

And the Besolution, as amended, was then adopted. 

Mr. Fuson entered a motion to reconsider the vote rejecting 
Senate Joint Besolution No. 2. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, 

The Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock, to-morrow. 
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FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JULY 31, 1868. 

Senate met pursuant to adjourn ment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Chair. 

Prayer by Rev. Mr. Campbell, 
tloll called under the rules. 

Present, -- 21 

Absent, 4 

Senators present, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Cate, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Gamer, 
Henderson, Keith, Lindsley, Lyle, Matthews, McCall, Nelson, 
Patterson, Parker, Rodgers, Underwood, Wisener, Wyatt, and 
Mr. Speaker Senter. 

Senators absent, were: 

Messrs. Fuson, Norman, Smith and Wilson. 

The Speaker announced a quorum present, and the Minutes of 
the last meeting were read and approved. 

Report No. 1, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, to-wit: 

Mr. Speaker: — The committee have examined Senate Joint 
Resolutions Nos. 4 and 5, and find them correctly enrolled. 

A. M. Cats, Chairman. 

Mr. Rodgers called to the Chair. 

The Report of the President of the Board of Finance, was re- 
ceived and read, as follows: 

To the General AsserrMy of the State of Ten$iessee: 

The following Report is submitted to you by order of the Board 
of Finance: 

The Act creating the Board of Finance, makes it my duty, as 
President of the Board, to submit to you the proceedings of the 
Board of Finance, together with a report of the indebtedness of the 
State, and of all important matters relating to its financial affiiirs. 

As preliminary to this Report, I would recall to your minds, tliat 
the Bank of Tennessee was formerly the sole agent of the State for 
paying the interest on the public debt; that the railroads were 
obliged to pay their interest over to the Bank, and the Bank ap- 
pointed the fiscal agent in New York to pay the interest. 
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Neither the Comptroller of the State, nor any other officer, had 
the power to pay the interest; nor the right, in any way, to interfere 
with the payment of it 

The reasons why this power was confided to other hands than the 
Comptroller, are obvious. The security of the State was evidently 
increased by placing such important powers in other hands, and the 
proper and ordinary duties of a Comptroller are amply sufficient to 
occupy all the time, the energies and the ability of the best intellect 
of the State. 

Since this policy was adopted, your public debt has grown to 
very great magnitude — from a few millions to nearly thirty-three 
millions of dollars — rendering it still more necessary than ever, that 
these duties should be separated from the Comptroller's office, and 
confided to a distinct and independent body. 

In pursuance of this almost immemorial policy of the State, your 
honorable body, at its last session, passed An Act creating the 
Board of Finance; giving to it, and to it alone, the power to pro- 
vide for the payment of the interest on the State bonds, and to pro- 
vide for the payment of so much of the public debt of the State, as 
may require payment within three years of the passage of the Act. 

The Board was organized on the 9th of April, by the election of 
G. W. Blackburn as President, and by the election of his clerk, 
James Plunkett, as Secretary. This organization was followed 
immediately by a resolution or order, placing in the hands of G. W. 
Blackburn, the whole duty of renewing the bonds maturing in May, 
1868; and by another resolution or order, placing in the hands of 
the Comptroller, cw Comptroller, the negotiation of a loan to pay 
the July interest and the balance of a debt due the Fourth National 
Bank. 

The organization of the Board, and the above rtsolutions, evi- 
dently made the Board, as far as financial matters are concerned, a 
mere inferior appendage of the Comptroller's office; thus defeating 
the object of the Act, and the long settled policy of the State. 

The undersigned voted for the above resolutions, because he did 
not, at the time, fully perceive the objects of the mover of them; 
and he voted for them, also, for the sake of harmony; and had they 
remained unrepealed, instead of obstructing, he would have aided 
in carrying them out, to the best interests of the State. 

It is proper to state, that, in the organization of the Board, it was 
desired to have the counsel of the Governor of the State. Finding 
that there were objections to his being admitted to the Board by 
proxy, in the ordinary form, I offered the following resolution, in 
substance: That he might appear in the Board by proxy and take 
part in its deliberations, but that his vote should be forwarded to 
the Board by himself, in writing. 

Discovering that only two of the members of the Board would 
vote for this resolution, and seeing evidently if it was pressed to a 
vote it might destroy the harmony of the Board, I did not do so, 
and the Governor of the State has never been admitted to the Board 
of Finance by proxy; although in another Board tor the sale of 
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land scrip, constituted of the Governor of the State, the Secretary 
of State and Comptroller, he has been admitted to advise, to act, 
and to vote by proxy, without the slightest objection being made to 
his so doing. 

Immediately after the organization of our Board, the question 
arose as to the proper financial policy to be adopted. I had advo- 
cated the purchase of the bonds of the State to the amount of about 
two millions of dollars; this being the amount of bonds that would 
fall due in three years from the passage of the financial bill. My 
intention being, if I should have the carrying out the measure, to 
buy up the bonds falling due, or buy up others and exchange them 
for these bonds, which could easily have been accomplished. I also 
advocated making a permanent loan, to meet the deficiency of our 
railroads in paying their July interest. This loan to be made by 
the sale of gold-bearing bonds at par, having twenty or thirty years 
to run, and redeemable at the pleasure of the State, after five years. 

The members of your honorable body will bear me witness, that 
these views were made known by myself in a public speech in the 
Hall of the House of Representatives, during tbe pendency of the 
financial bill, at which many members of the Legislature were pre- 
sent. They were made known to very many of the members of the 
Legislature in person, and were made known to many of the best 
financial minds of our State. Having never heard of any opposi- 
tion to them, I had expected them to be unanimously adopted by our 
Board. But they met with opposition. The views, however, with 
regard to gold bonds, were finally approved of by every member of 
the Board; the Secretary of State and Comptroller both introduc- 
ing resolutions, (which are appended,) distinctly approving them, 
and the three other members of the Board voting for these views, as 
will appear from the proceedings of the Board. And the Comp- 
troller, also, no longer ago than the middle of June last, emphati- 
cally advocated the sole of gold bonds, to pay the loan made by me 
early in June. 

But the policy of buying the bonds of the State was not approved 
by the minority of the Board. 

Resolutions embracing the above views, were introduced into the 
Board by me, and an amendment was offered by the Secretary of 
State; both were submitted to the Governor of the State, with the 
understanding that his action should be decisive. 

The resolutions were returned, with the Governor's approval of 
my resolutions. The vote was taken upon the amendment of the 
Secretary of State, and it was rejected. Other amendments to the 
original resolutions were again offered. I suggested to the 
mover, that if they were offered as amendments to the original res- 
olutions, the whole would have to go back to Governor Brownlow, 
thus causing great delay; that if he would put them into a separate 
resolution, and not offer them as amendments, Mr. Henry and myself 
would vote for them. This would have accomplished the end in 
view, if it had been merely the passage of the resolutions. But 
this proposition was refused. The vote was put, and the amend- 
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ments lost. The vote was then put upon the ori^jrinal resolutions, 
and they were carried, and then the Secretary of State withdrew 
from the Board. 

I then immediately offered a separate resolution, as I had prom- 
ised to do, embracing all the material parts of the amendments of- 
fered; and also making provision that no bonds should be purchased 
without the consent of four members of the Board; thus putting it 
in the power of the minority to control the purchase of bonds. This 
was the only point of difference between the members of the Board, 
and this point was yielded by the majority. These resolutions were 
put to vote by the President 'of the Board, voted for by Mr. Henry 
and myself, and no vote in opposition. They still stand unrepealed, 
and are the law of the Board. 

But, notwithstanding these concessions both the Comptroller and 
Secretary of State withdrew from the Board, and have never acted 
with it since. 

They immediately published to the world their action, denouncing 
the motives, and attempting to destroy the character of your pre- 
sent financial agent. 

They denounced the purchase of bonds of the State, as "discred- 
itable and dishonorable,^' notwithstanding they are the agents in 
another Board, for the purchase of about half a million of State 
bonds, and notwithstanding there has been on the statute books of 
the State since 1857, a law appointing Commissioners to purchase 
State Bonds. 

It was also insinuated that the issuance of gold bonds, and any 
bonds bearing an interest of over 6 per cent., were illegal, although 
both the Secretary of State and Comptroller had introduced reso- 
lutions approving such bonds to as full an extent as any other mem- 
ber of the Board. These communications of the Secretary and 
Comptroller, were carefully cut out of the Nashville papers, for- 
warded to the Fourth National Bank, our fiscal agent in New York, 
and the Press and Times, containing them, was put into the hands 
of several other parties in New York. 

The Comptroller wrote the Fourth National Bank, that Ae was 
coming on to attend to the payment of the July interest, although 
he knew that I was to be there for that purpose. The Bank was 
also given to understand, by letter I presume, that the Comptroller's 
assent was necessary to any loan made by me; and I believe that 
an effort has been made to convince the President of the Fourth 
National Bank, that I had no authority to make a loan. 

Now, it was well known that it was to the Fourth National Bank 
that I, as agent of the State, was expected to apply for a loan. 
The direct and necessary tendency of the action of the Secretary of 
State and Comptroller, was to impair my standing with the Fourth 
National Bank, and the New York public — weaken their confidence 
in me, and thereby prevent me, as financial agent of the State, from 
obtaining a loan. It did not succeed; but the suit brought against 
the State did succeed in accomplishing the same end; and it will be 
evident to your Honorable Body, that this was the object of the suit. 
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This suit was brought by a holder of bonds that fell due in May 
last. He was the holder of twenty-four bonds, and the suit was 
brought upon that amount. The suit did not attach, or seek to at- 
tach, the funds of the State in the batik; nor did it enjoin 
railroads from paying over their interest to the Fourth 
National Bank. It sought to enjoin the Fourth National Bank 
from paying over the proceeds of its loan for interest, unless 
it paid the bonds due in 1868 'pro roJUi* It enjoined the Fourth 
National Bank from making any loan, and sought to enjoin 
the Board of Finance from negotiating a loan. This cer- 
tainly did not increase the chances of the bondholder obtaining 
payment for his bonds. The Board of Finance is the only power 
now in the State authorized to pay them, and how could that Board 
pay the bonds if its hands were tied up? The object of this suit 
evidently was to destroy the power of the majority of the Board 
of Finance, and defeat the payment of the July interest. Another 
conclusive evidence that the object of the suit was what I have stated, 
is, that the injunction of the suit was not served until 2 o'clock, on 
the 30th of June. This suit has been a long time in contempla- 
tion, at least as long as two months. Why delay bringing the suit un- 
til the last days of June? 

If the suit had been brought even a week before the last of June, 
the injunction might have been dissolved and your interest paid. 
But the injunction was postponed to 2 o'clock on the day before the 
1st of July, when your interest became payable; thereby rendering 
it impossible to make any new arrangements for the payment of your 
July interest. 

It is due to the New York holders of your bonds, maturing in 
May last, to say that a very large majority in interest of these 
bondholders disapprove of the suit, and have no sympathy with its 
object. Indeed, I have never seen a bondholder who did approve 
it. The party bringing the suit seems to be a nominal man« His 
name could not be found in the New York Directory, and it was 
insisted upon in New York that the suit had its origin in Ten- 
nessee. 

I think your honorable body cannot but see that there has k>een 
a conspiracy, and a very dark conspiracy, against the State of Ten- 
nessee, or a conspiracy against the majority of the Board of Fi- 
nance, regardless of its disastrous consequences to the State. 

After the withdrawal of the Secretary of State and Comptroller 
from the Board, the Board adjourned to Knoxville, and was there 
reorganized, by the election of S. Watson as President of the Board. 
The r resident was appointed agent, to proceed to New York and 
negotiate a loan to pay the July interest, and the hoilance of the 
debt due the Fourth National Bank. This action, of course, super- 
ceded the authority given the Comptroller by the resolution of April 
9th, to negotiate a loan, as will be seen from the legal opinion of 
your Attorney-General, appended to this report. I immediately 
went to New York, completed the terms oi a loan on the 7th of 
June; but in consequence of the action of the minority, and the 



26 

tinatithorized interference of the Comptroller, by his writing to the 
Fourth National Bank, that he was going to attend to the payment 
of the interest himaelf^ and by the impression made that he must be 
consulted in any loan made by me, I was obliged to send to Nash- 
ville to obtain the Comptroller's consent to the loan I had made. 
The parties who conferred with him advised me that he would co- 
operate with me, but he refused to telegraph to the Fourth National 
Bank his assent to the loan, and only replied to the letter of the 
President, asking this assent, by writing to him again that he was 
coming on to attend to the July interest. This caused a delay of 
some ten days in completing the loan; but the loan was completed 
exactly as made by myself. 

The condition of this loan was, that the State should have $400,- 
000 in the Fourth National Bank by the 27th of June. While the 
Comptroller was in New York, there was only $75,000 in the bank, 
about half of it had been paid in by railroads, and about half re- 
mitted by the Comptroller. There were three East Tennessee rail- 
road Presidents in New Yoi k, while the Comptroller was there, 
owing the State for their interest about $190,000. Two of these 
railroads were permitted, perhaps unwillingly, by the Comptroller 
to delay their payments until the 30th of June, three days after the 
27th. The Comptroller started home from New York on the 20th 
of June, and did not get home in time for a remittance to reach 
New York until after the bill against the State was filed. 

There was another unfortunate mistake made. The Comptroller 
remitted alter I went to New York nearly $100,000, to pay off the 
balance of a loan due the Fourth National Bank. It was expressly 
provided in a resolution passed by the Board while the Comptroller 
was a member of it, that the balance due the Fourth National Bank 
should be paid out of the loan that was to be made by the Board 
of Finance. The same thing was provided in the resolution ap- 
pointing me agent to negotiate a loan; and the Fourth National 
Bank was not asking for the money. Why pay it then, contrary to 
the intentions and instructions of the Board, when it was so press- 
ingly needed for the July interest? Had this amount been remitted 
to fulfill the conditions of the loan, which were that there should 
he $400,000 in the Fourth National Bank by the 27th of June, and 
had the $120,000 lying in the Treasury while the Comptroller was 
in New York been duly remitted, there would have been in the 
Fourth National Bank about $800,000 towards the 400,000. I 
should have required the railroads to pay their money, which two 
of them informed me that they would have done if they had sup- 
posed it to be necessary for the credit of the State; and if they 
had not, I could easily have raised it. Tne loan would have been 
completed long before the filing of the bill against the State; the 
proceeds of it would have been deposited in bank and it could not 
then have been attached, and the payment of your July interest 
would have been secured. For it must be recollected that the suit 
in New York did not seek to attach funds in the hands of the bank; 
and even if the money had been attached, the whole amount being 
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in the bank to pay your interest, and the public knowinpr that the 
injanctioD must be dissolved, your credit would not have suffered. 

In the above statement, I wish it to be distinctly understood that 
I do not wish or intend to intimate that the OomptroUer did not de- 
sire to pay our July interest; his integrity of character puts this 
above suspicion; I only speak of hiB acts as financial errors. He 
exhibited in New York an anxious wish to pay the interest, but his 
paying off the balance of the loan due the Fourth National Bank, 
bis leniency to the railroads, and his not remaining at his post to 
remit money as it came into the Treasury, did prevent an early 
compliance with the condition of the loan made by me. Having 
no remittance from Nashville on the 29th of June, and despairing 
of any from there or the railroads, I went to work, raised $325,000 
— ^the amount necessary to make up the $400,000 — went to the 
Fourth National Bank to complete our loan, and when I reached 
there was met with a dispatch from the Comptroller countermand- 
ing the loan, and at the same time was met with the injunction 
against making the loan. I know not whence the Comptroller 
gets his authority either to make or countermand a loan. 

But my efforts for the State did not cease. The hands of the 
Fourth National Bank, which had uniformly come to the aid of the 
State, being tied up, I applied to other sources to secure the pay- 
ment of our July interest, and to secure it in such a manner as to 
avoid its being interfered with by a suit. Finding strong prospects 
of succeeding, I immediately wrote to the Comptroller that I could 
pay our interest still if he would give me his cordial support. I 
went on with my negotiations, and found that I could succeed be- 
yond a doubt. I waited some days for an answer from the Comp- 
troller; receiving none, and fearing that some difficulty might be 
interposed in the way of the negotiation, as had been with my ne- 
gotiation with the Fourth National Bank, I suspended my negotia- 
tions and returned to Tennessee. 

If there is anything within the power of human efforts that could 
have been done to • ay your July interest, that was not done by 
your financial agent, I know not what it is. 

It must be a matter of congratulation to your honorable body 
that you are in no way responsible for the dishonor that has over- 
taken our State. You have done all in your power by legislation, 
to sustain the credit of the State, that wisdom and patriotism 
could demand. In your revenue bill you have provided ample re- 
sources for the future payment of your interest, and you created a 
Board of Finance with ample power to protect your credit. 

Had this Board acted with harmonv, or had the action of the ma- 
jority been sustained by each individual member, and by the officers 
of the State, I believe that your enviable name would still have been 
untarnished. 

The action of the Board of Finance in regard to the bonds ma- 
turing in May, 1868, has proved to be very unfortunate. Had the 
policy of buying up our maturing bonds, or buying up others and 
exchanging them for them, been adopted, most of your May bonds 
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would have been long ere this in the hands of the State and can- 
celled, and your outstanding bonds, instead of being 67 cents, would 
have been now nearer 87 cents. Instead of having out, as you now 
have, $2,000,000 of currency bonds, with an annual interest of $120,- 
000, you would now have out $1400,000 of gold 6 per cent, bonds, 
with an annual interest in currency of about $112,000, thus saving 
in the principal of your debt, $600,000, and in the annual interest 
in currency, at the rate which gold has been for a year past, of $8,000 
a year, and when gold should get to be equal to currency the an- 
nual saving in interest would be $36,000, 

When the policy was adopted, of asking the holders of bonds due 
in 1868, to renew them with bonds bearing the same interest in cur- 
rency, this whole matter was placed in the hands of the Comptroller, 
and has been managed by him exclusively, without any consultation 
with any one of the majority of the Board of Finance. 

If, when this policy was adopted, an agent had been appointed to 
proceed immediately to New York, to confer with bond-holders, as 
was desired by the Governor of the State and myself; and had the 
bond-holders been assured that their bonds should be renewed, 
without any risk or expense to themselves, speculation in the bonds 
might have been checked, and most of the bonds renewed before this. 

The State calls upon the bondholder, who is entitled to $1,000 in 
U. S. currency, to take, in place of the $1,000, a bond not worth 
now over $700 in currency. Surely the State ought to make the 
exchange, without any charge or risk to the bondholder. 

The amount of bonds that fell due 7th May last, is one million of 
dollars. One hundred and fifty-seven thousand dollars of this 
amount has been renewed with 6 per cent, currency bonds, falling 
due in 1899, leaving of these bonds unpaid, $843,600. There will 
£a11 due the present and the two succeeding years, $951,250- 

If your July interest should be soon paid, and your Legislature 
should show the same unalterable determination to pay your inter- 
est, as has ever characterized your legislation heretofore, your bonds 
would advance again, and the holders of your matured and matur- 
ing bonds would doubtless renew them upon equitable terms. 

The bonded debt of the State, in May last, was $32,616,321.00. 
Since that time bonds have been issued to railroads, which will in- 
crease your debt to upwards of thirty-three millions of dollars; over 
twenty*eight millions of which is on account of railroads. No 
bonds have been issued by order of the Board of Finance, except- 
ing the one hundred and fifty-seven thousand issued in renewal 
of your May bonds. 

The State has indorsed the bonds of the East Tennessee & Yir* 
ginia. East Tennessee & Georgia, and Nashville & Chattanooga 
Kailroads to the amount of $1,857,000. It has also indorsed the 
bonds of the City of Memphis, to the amount of $350,000. The 
above roads have uniformly paid their interest promptly, and I have 
been assured that the City of Memphis would hereafter pay its in- 
terest on its bonds. So that there is no fear of the State being 
called on to pay the interest or the principal of the indorsed bonds* 
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The matter that is now pressing the State, is the meeting of the 
deficiency of the railroads in paying their July interest. 

It is estimated that your revcnae bill, after paying the ordinary 
expenses of the State, and paying $600,000 to Common Schools, 
will yield $1,260,504, to be applied to interest on your bonded debt. 
This is more than will be needed for that purpose But, as this is 
founded upon estimate, it would not be prudent to rely upon the 
future revenue of the State paying more than the ordinary expenses 
of the State, including the appropriation for Schools, and paying 
the future interest that will be required to be paid on its debt. 

The deficiency in your July interest cannot be expected to be met 
out of tiie future revenue of the State for some years to come. It 
should, therefore, be raised by a permanent loan, to be repaid at 
the pleasure of the State, aftor five years. Suppose the amount 
required should be $500,000. This would have to be raised by the 
sale of gold bonds at par, or by the sale of currency bonds at a 
heavy discount. Which would be the most advisable mode, is a 
mere matter of calculation. 

If your July interest should be paid very soon, gold bonds, at 6 
per cent., could be negotiated at par. The interest on the $500,000, 
at 6 per cent., would be, in gold, $30,000 per annum. This, con- 
verted into currency, at the average rate of gold for the past year, 
would be $42,000. When gold should again get to par, it would be 
but $30,000 in currency. 

To raise $500,000 by the sale of 6 per cent, currency bonds, would 
require, with bonds at 70 cents, about $701,300 of currency bonds, 
the interest on which would be $ 12,078. So that the interest on 
the gold and the curriBncy bonds would be about the same; but 
there would be a saving in the principal, in gold bonds over cnr> 
rency bonds, of $201,800. -It is, therefore, obvious that it is cheap- 
er to the State to effect a loan by the sale of gold, than by the sale 
of currency bonds. The question of raising money by gold or cur- 
rency bonds, is one in which your Board of Finance have no inter- 
est, as a Board. They only wish to raise money in the manner 
most economical and advantageous to the State. But the Comp- 
troller has declared that no gold bonds shall be issued. How this 
difficulty is to be overcome, is for your honorable body to determine. 

It must be recollected, that your legislation has provided 
ample resources for the payment of your interest in the future, and 
all that is now required, is to make up the deficiency of railroads 
for July. 

The entire amount paid by railroads on their July interest, is 
$294,788.49. There is owiag by the East Tennessee Railroad, 
$180,000, which I believe they stand ready to pay. This would 
make the entire receipts from railroads, $474,788. The entire 
amount of interest on jroiir bonded debt, due July 1, 1808, is $885,- 
414, which remains uapaid. To pay the interest, it will be neces- 
sary to raise, by loan, $410,826. This small sum is all that is now 
necessary to restore the credit of the State; and when it is restored, 
there is no doubt that the holders of your matured and maturing 
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bonds would be willing to renew them on terms jost and eqnitable 
to the bond-holders and the State. Why should yirtual schemes of 
repudiation be suggested, when the State can restore and maintain 
its credit by so trifling an effort, and at so trifling a cost? 

It may be sometime» necessary for your Board of Finance to 
make a temporary loan, by the pledge of currency bonds. While 
your bonds are depreciated, it requires an amount of bonds to be 
pledged a good deal more in amount than the sum souglit to be 
borrowed. There is a doubt about the power of the Board of Fi- 
nance to do this, for the purpose of paying the interest on the pub- 
lic debt. The power should be given to the Board to call for tlie 
issuance of" bonds that may increase your debt beyond the amount 
of the bonded debt of the State; and where they may be pledged as 
collateral to secure a loan, they should be subject to be sold at the 
market price, if the loan should not be complied with. These amend- 
ments would take away the entire foundation of the suit in New 
York against the State. 

An important part of the duties of your Board, is an investiga- 
tion of the management of your railroads. Financial matters hav^ 
ing occupied so much of the time of the Board, these duties have 
oiUy partially been entered upon* They will be immediately under- 
taken. Thorough investigation will be made, and by the next meet- 
ing of the Oeneral Assembly, we hope to have such full information 
with regard to this great and controlling interest of our State,. a» 
will be of great aid to you in future legislation* 

Respectfully submitted, 

S. WATSON, 
Fresideni <f the Board (f Finance. 

APPENDIX. 

Mr. Fletcher, on May 13th, 1868, offered the following: 

^'Ordered by the Board, that the Comptroller be authorized and 
required to borrow as much money as in his judgment may be nec- 
essary to pay the July interest on the State debt, and the debt ow- 
ing to the Fourth National Bank, New York;, and to enable him to 
do so, he may contract for the delivery of the bonds of the Stater 
bearing such rate of interest in gold or currency as will command 
a fair price." 

Mr. Blackburn, on May 18th, 1868, offered the following: 

"Whereas, In the opinion of this Bbard, a sufficient sum of money 
cannot be collected from the railroads of the State, and all the 
sources of State revenue, to pay the interest falling due in July, 
1868, on the State debt; and 

" Whereas, In the opinion of the Board of Finance, the importance 
of the prompt payment of said interest may be regarded as justify- 
ing a resort to extraoiHiinary means of raising funds for that spe^ 
cific purpose, 

" Ordei^ed by the Board, That the President of the Board be, and 
he is hereby, authorized and directed, to call on the Governor of the 
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State to issue a sufficient number of 7 per cent, coupon bonds of the 
State, for $1,000 each, dated July, 1868, and to fall due January 
Ist, 1900, interest payable semi-annually in New York — both prin- 
cipal and interest payable in gold — to supply the deficit due on the 
July interest, 1868^ and for no other purpose, after payiug on said 
interest account every dollar that is collected from railroads, and 
every dollar that can be furnisl>ed from the revenue of the State; 
Provided, that said bond? can be sold at par for currency. Pro- 
vided further^ that said President l>e required to report to this 
Board the terms and manner of sale before said bonds are delivered. 
^'Ordered further ^ That the President of the Board be, and he is 
hereby, instructed to employ the National Bank Note Co., of New 
York, to prepare a suitable plate and to engrave said bonds.'' 

Nashyillb, July 27, 1868. 
To the Hon. Thomas H. Cddtodl, 

Attorney- Oenerdl State of Tennessee: 

Dbab Sir: At a meeting of the Board of Finance 
on the 18th of May, 1868, G. W. Blackburn tendered his resigna- 
tion as a member thereof, using the following declaration: 

''Thus at once dissolving my connection with said Board as a 
member thereof." 

On motion, shall this resignation be accepted, as it was voted for 
by G, W. Blackburn and A. J. Fletcher, and voted against by J. R. 
Henry and S. Watson? Since said resignation was thus tendered, 
he has never met or acted with the Board* 

The Board adjourned to meet at Knoxville on the 20th of May, 
and on that day it adjourned over to the 21st of May, whea being 
convened, S. Watson was elected President of the Board. Members 
present being W. G. Brownloir, J. R. Henry and S. Watson. 

The Board desires to know if said election was legal, and if said 
S. Watson is now the legal President of the Board? 

A resolution was passed on the 9th of April, authorizing G. W. 
Blackburn, as Cooriptrollcr, to negotiate a loan to pay the July 
interest on the State debt; and on the 21st and 22d of May fafter 
G. W. Blackburn bad tendered his resignation declaring his inten- 
tion no longer to act as a member of the Board) resolutions were 
adopted appointing S. Watson President of the Board — its agent 
to negotiate a loan wherewith to pay the July interest; a copy of 
which resolutions are handed you. The Board of Finance wish to 
know if the resolutions of the 2l8t and 22d of May do not supercede 
the resolution of April 9th? And if it is not your opinion under 
these resolutions, that G. W. Blackburn, as Comptroller or member 
of the Board of Finance, has no power to borrow money to pay the 
State debt ? 

The Board wish, also, to know if the Comptroller has any power 
to borrow money, unless especially authorized to do so by the Leg- 
islature of the State ? S. WATSON, 

Pres. Board of Finance. 
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In reply to your first qaestioti, as. to the legal power of the 
Board of Finance to elect another President of the Board, Mr. 
Blackburn having declined to act, I think the Board had the right 
to elect another President; and having elected Mr. Watson to fill 
that position, he is now the legal President of the Board of Finance. 

Second, In reply to your second inquiry, as to the effect of the 
resolutions adopted by your Board on the 21st and 22d of May, 
1868, upon the resolutions passed by the Board on the Dth day of 
April, 1868, authorizing the Comptroller of the State to borrow 
money by the sale or hypothecation of State bonds, authorized by 
the Board of Finance to be issued, my opinion is, that, although 
the resolutions of the Board, passed the 21st and 22d of May, au- 
thorizing S. Watson to borrow the money and perform all the du- 
ties imposed on the Comptroller by the former resolution, does not 
in express terms repeal the resolution of April dth^ 1867, yet it is 
by implication clearly repealed, and all the power, once vested in 
the Comptroller, is by, the resolutions of the 2l8t and 22d of May, 
vested in S, Watson, President of the Board of Finance. 

Third, In answer to your third inquiry, I reply, that I know ol 
DO law authorizing the Comptroller of the State to borrow money 
on the faith and credit of the State for any purpose whatever. 

Very respectfully, 
THOS. H. COLDWELL, 

Attorney-General. 

On motion of Mr. Senter, referred t(5 the Committee on Finance, 
Ways and Means, and one thoiraand copies ordered to be printed 
for the use of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Lindsley, 

The Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M., Monday. 



MONDAY AFTERNOON, AUGUST 3, 1868. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Chair. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Campbell. 
Boll callc'd under the rules. 

Present, 19 

Absent, 6 

1 

I fienators pneseot, were: 

j Messrs. Aldridge, Gate, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, 

j Garner, Henderson, Keith, Lindsley, Lyle,. Matthews, McCall, 

{ Nelson, Patterson, Smith, Wyatt, and Mr. Speaker Senter. 
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Bematora absent, w^ie: 

MesBrB. Norman, Parker, Bodgers, Underwood, Wisener and 
Wflson. 

The Speaker announced a qtioram present, and l^e Minntes of 
the last meeting were read and approved. 

An indefinite leave of absence was granted to Mr. Korman. 

Mr. Elliott presented a Report from the Lessees of the Peniten- 
tiary; andalso, charges against theWarden^preferred by saidLessees^ 

On motion of Mr. Elliott, five hundred copies of the Report of: 
the Directors, with Statistical Report^ were ordered to be printed > 
for the use of the Senate: 

BEPOBT Ot tHX DIBBOTOBS OV (TEtE PSKTtXHTIABt^ 

2b the BoniiyrMe Senate 

omd Bmae of Beprmeatatieea (f the Skeie tf Trnmesaee ; 

In norsnance of resolutions passed by you, the under- 
s^ed Directors or the Penitentiary of Tennessee, beg leave to sub^ 
mit the following report : 

The present Boara wwb appointed by His Excellency, Win. Q* 
Brownlow, Governor, on the 13th day of May, 1868^; and on the 
following day, efibcted an organization, and entered* upon the dis^ 
charge of its official duties. 

In view of the large appropriations heretofore asked for the sup^ 
port of this Institution, rendered necessary by rebuilding sudi por- 
tions of the prison as were destroyed by fire in June, 1867, tiie 
B(MEU*d felt it to be important to reduce the expenses to the lowest 
possible limit, and if practicable, to make the prison self-sustaining^ 
The first duty devolving upon the Board was, to effect; a settlement 
witii the LessjBes, Messrs. ward St; Briggs, who have a contract for 
the labor of all the able-bodied convicts, for the period' of four 
years from the 16th dav of July, 1866, at the rate of 48 cents per 
day, for each man. The account with the Lesees had never 
beenfully a^'usted dnce June 1, 1867. The labor of the convicts 
from June 22d, 1867, — ^the date at which a large portion 
of the shops were destroyed by fire,— to January Ist, f868, 
had not been paid for, the Lessees claiming that it ought to be ap* 
plied in discharge of their loss in materials^ machinery, Ac., desti^oy^ 
ed by the fire, as they claim, through n^hgence on the part of the 
officers of the State, mie Board knew nothing of the facts in the 
case, but upon learning that the whole subject had been referred to 
the Legislature, and had been investigated by it, and was pending 
at the time of your last a^oumment, felt that they had no power 
over the matter. No action therefore, has been taken by the Board, 
affecting in any way, tiie claim of the Lessees for damages by the 
fire, or that of the State, for labor of the convicts, from June 22d 
1867, to January Ist, 1868. ' 

The Lessees presented an account for the constrnetion of the new 
workshops, and other repairs ordered by the oH Board trf Direc- 

3 8 
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tors, amounting on the Ist of April, 1868, to |59,630.73, credited 
by payments in money, from time to time, by the old Board, of 
149,689.09, leaving a balance due them at that date, of $9,941.54. 

This last amount was entitled to a further credit of labor of the 
convicts from January Ist, to April Ist, 1868. This labor account 
was embarrassed by a discrepancy between the accounts of the 
Lesees and the Warden, accruing between the 24th of January and 
the 1st of April, 1868, of 3,766 days which, ^.t 43 cents per day, 
amounts to $1,619.38. 

After several ineffectual efforts to get at the facts in regard to 
this discrepancy, both parties finally agreed upon an arbitration, E. 
F. MuUoy, Esq., being selected by the Directors, and Gen. J. T. 
Boyle, on the part of the Lesees. After an examination of the wit- 
nesses, an award was made sustaining the accounts of the Lessees, 
as being correct in all particulars. 

The item of the account of $59,630.73 presented by the Lesees, 
had all been accepted by the old Board of Directors, ^ appears 
from the written statement of Judge Mills, one of the old Board; 
and we felt there was no occasion for further investigation in our 
behalf. Finally, on the 13th of July, 1868, a settlement was made 
with Messrs Ward & Briggs, the Lesees, embracing all matters not 
before the Legislature, up to July 1st, 1868, and the balance due 
the State, $8,386.93, was, by direction of the Board, paid over by 
the Lesees to the Treasurer of the State, to be applied in payment 
of the current expenses of the prison. It is but justice to say, that, 
all matters of controversy between the present Board and the Le- 
sees, arose out of matters occurring prior to our appointment ; and 
that since that time, there has been no dispute, or discrepancy be- 
tween their accounts and ours. 

Appropriations were made at the last Session, for the payment of 
debts of the Penitentiary contracted prior to March Ist, 1868; and 
when this $8,386.93 was collected and paid over to the State 
Treasurer, to be disbursed according to law, the Board recommend- 
ed that it be applied in payment of claims, accruing between March 
1^, 1868, and May 1st, 1868, to equalize as far as possible, the term 
of credit with all who had dealings with the Penitentiary. The 
claims now outstanding are ciefly those which accrued since May 
1st 1868, and amount in the aggregate, to $12,883*68, of which 
$3782.28 was contracted by our predecessors, and $9,101.40 by the 
present Board. Nearly all the earnings of the convicts have been 
applied to the payment of old claims, so that this last item repre* 
sents substantially the cost of carrying on the Institution from May 
13th, to .August 1st, 1868. 

The earnings for July, by the convicts, amounts to $2,457.32, 
leaving the actual indebtedness of the Penitentiary August 1st. 
1868, $10,426.36. 

A list of the creditors, with the amount due each, is transmitted 
herewith. The amount is larger than we expected, but the large 
number pardoned at the close of your last Session, diminished the 
receipts, and largely Increased the expenses, each prisoner being 
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supplied with a 8nitx>f olotii6»aiid.$10in money, acoovdlng to the 
provisions of the Code. Nearly $5,000 of the present debt was 
created for clothing and money furnished oonyicts pardoned daring 
the month of March* 

During the month of May, there was a daily average of 214 
convicts turned over to the Lessees, 20 in the Hospital, and 49 em* 
ployed by the State. In June, the daily average was 219 to the 
Lessees, 28 sick, and 60 employed by the State. And in July the 
average was 215 daily to the Les^sees, 41 sick, and 68 employed by 
the State. Since May 13th, 1868, five convicts have died, and three 
have been pardoned. ^ 

We transmit herewith, a statement prepared by the very efficient 
Steward, W.W. Henry Esq., showing the earnings and expenses 
from March 16th, to August 1st, 1868, the average number of 
prisoners each month, the bill of fare furnished the convicts, and 
the cost of food per day, for each convict, and an estimate of the 
deficit or loss for one year, (not including extraordinary expenses,) 
which amounts to $11,675.85. 

The above is as near self-sustaining as we have been able to make 
the institution since the present Board was appointed. We think 
this will compare favorably with prisons generally throughout the 
United States, in but few of which can they be made wholly self- 
sustaining. 

We also submit herewith, a report of the prisoners, giving name, 
color, by what court convicted, crime, and term of service. Also, 
a report of punishments inflicted by the Warden from January 25th 
to August 1st, 1868, showing the offense, kind of punishment, etc. 

There are now 333 convicts in the Penitentiary. The average 
number in March was 391; in April, 257; in May, 280; in June, 
310; and forthe month of July, 326. There are employed 33 guards, 
one of whom acts as Hospital Steward, and one as book-keeper. 

Sincie the adjourment of the Legislature, a Hospital has been 
fitted up in the main building of the prison, at aoomparatively 
small cost, which it is believed will be ample for all the wants of 
the prison for years to come. 

There has been required, also, some repairs on the buildings, a 
large portion of which we have been able to perform by the labor 
of guards and convicts, making it only necessary to incur expense 
of the actual cost of ihe raw material. 

There are 352 cells in the prison, 120 of them are double cells, 
intended for two convicts 'eaoh, and 232 single ones. 

The buildings, workshops, &c«, are naw in good repair and con* 
ditiou, and we do not think any additions or improvements neces- 
sary unless the number of convicts is considerably increased. 

Soon after the Board organized, the term of office of the Stew- 
ard, W. W. Henry; the Physician, Dr. J. M. Kerchival; and Rev. 
Mr. Huntingdon, the Chaplain, having expired by limitation, all 
these officers, respectively, were re-elected. We found J. J, Swig- 
art, Esq., acting as Clerk of the Penitentiary, at a salary of $800 
per annum and board, but the Board was unable to find any law 
creating this office now in force; he was accordingly removed, and 
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a guard detaSad who perfoiHa the same datiM in a rety aflfeiwt 
maanex, for $80 per moatli. 

At ike flrst searion of ^ Board, oharges were weaented by tbe 
LesBoes against the Warden, Thomas B, McElwee, Esq, Soon after 
Mr. McElwee was ealied away on business for the State; and since 
his ret&m, the Board at no time Inye been altogether, and in a po- 
rtion to inrestigate them. Inasmnch as the I^gtslatnre has the 
pow^ to act in the premises, we respectldlly transniit the charges 
herewith, with the single r^nark that all the alleged acts of malfea- 
saaoeand misdemeanorin office, as chai^d, occurred before our Board 
was appointed, and we have no knowledge of the matters allied. 

The Lessees hate desired an inyestigation of them, and Mr. Mc- 
Elwee has be^ equally anxions, bat circumstances have prevented 
an examination c^ the matter until mew; and, as yon possoBS Ae 
power to act in the premises^ we submit the whole quei^OB for such 
action at y<w* bands as the facts rmj require. 

We havo to regret the temporary absence of tiie regular Ohwp- 
lain, the Rev. Mr. Huntington, but his place is worthily filled by 
the Bev^ J. G. McEee, and Rev. Mr. Uarapbell of this city, who 
now periorm the duties of €haplaia at the jn'iaon, in Mr. Hunting- 
ton's absence. 

The Board bis bera called on to report on ^(sot^ of fael, drugs, 
cost of support, House rent, and servants for the Warden, and all 
other expenses.'' 

During the summer, about one eord of wood per day is con- 
sumed, costing $6, to $5 25. The av^age daily expenses of the 
Hospital, over and above Hie ordinary food and dothii^ for the 
convicts, is about $8. It costs to furnish food for the guards, War- 
den and famify, and Steward, 40 cents per day for each person. 
The servants employed are all convicts. The ftimily of the w arden 
consists of fom* persons, so that an average of $1.60 pm* day will 
covor the es^^enses of himself and family. The State owns the 
house occupied by the Warden's familv, so that no expense is incur- 
red for rent, and all the raiployees of the State connected witii the 
prison, board with the Warden, 

The above estimate of costs of fuei, board of guards, &mily of 
Warden, Ac., are only approximately correct, no eeparate account 
having been kept heretofore, of tiiese iteass. 

The expenses of the prison may be somewhat increased, as pur- 
chases of clothing suitable for winter becomes neeessary. 

In conclusion, we beg leave to commend all the cheers of the 
prison for the zeal and care which they have brought to ihe dis- 
chunge of their duties. 

It is, also, but justice to the Less^Mi to say that, in all matters 
aridng between them and the present Board, we have found tiliem 
ready and willing to comply with the obligatiiims of their contract , 
and conform to such rules as we foui^ it neeessary to adopt. 

E. A. OTIS, 
A. G. SHARP, 
0. ROBINSON, 
NashtiiiLS, Tvam^ Aog. 1, 1868, Direct&ri. 
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TOTAL INDEBTEDNESS OF TENNESSEE PENITEN- 
TIARY, AUGUST 1, 1868. 



I p f I « 1 1 ^i* 



-rrr- 



1 1 »  



a • • « 



Pr688 and Timee 

W* W. Wooimffif^ 

A. Saxton 

T?. Q. Hurt. .., 

ipby HorgaB, O^yan A Gq. 

!l^.£(^CQok & Go..^.^ ., 

Alex. Fall, ^r.., 

l^Mckf Barnoft & Oo 

Walph & MoOoiwrn .•.,..... 

Ewing, Pendletoo & Oq 

OampWl & BpipQ. 

William Barns. «» 

F|il),apaiB<b.FaU...^.. 

0. Brew.. 

Startsman & Wright. .« 

Perry & Dnmont 

Wm. Gamble & Co.* ...... . 

Anthony, Owen & Co 

F. Ottenville 

M. G. Thayer 

Wm. E. Demoi8.«.. 

Daniel Dougheny.. 

W.K. Hunter 

Searight, Thornton k Go. . . . 

J. W. Howington 

Sam. E. Hare ^. 

M. Bums 

Crunk & Dodsoh. « « 

Christian World. 

T. J. Yarbrough. 

R. L. Weakly 

M. Daley 

T. J. Yarbrough. , 

W.W.Henry 

G. W. Hendershott 

Wain A Walker 

Hudson A Hickey.. . • 

Thocu B. McEIwee. 



OLD BOAED. 



$16 

142 

74 

63 

9 

2,601 

30 

10 

143 

78 

14 

247 

9 

5 

103 

2 

a 

29 
16 
90 
18 
8 
21 
15 
33 
141 



00 
'20 
14 
75 
59 
25 
00 
23 
40 
85 
30 
99 
45 
20 
26 
85 



18 
^60 
00 
25 
70 
00 
00 
61 
75 



138 
13 
55 

177 



17 
00 

701 
31 



XXW BOAXO. 



721 10 



*••••• ... 



878 19 



* *. ' 



41 461 

• •....« 

46 20 

21 59 

116 24 

85 22 





49'75 

237 38 


""*37*56 


V 

""m'io 


64*35 

149 72 
269 50 







778 95 
44 90 

1,064 72 

34 41 

181 40 

9 SO 

294 46 

5 50 



(•lAIi. 



16 00 

863 30 
74 14 
6S 75 

9 50 

8,879 44 

AO 06 

51 69 

143 46 

125 05 

185 89 

864 23 
94 67 

5 20 
103 36 

2 85 

53 25 

266 51 

15 60 
127 50 

18 25 

8 70 
195 10 

16 00 
97 86 

291 47 
259 50 
138 17 

18 00 

55 70 
177 31 
778 96 

44 90 
1,064 72 

34 41 
181 46 

9 60 
294 45 

5 50 
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INDEBTEDNESS OF PENITENTIABY— CbnttntMK;. 



HAMMB. 


0U> BOAKB. 


«BW BOAKD. 


TOTAL. 


A. B. Shankland ; . 




6 08 

4 50 

260 00 

1 76 

10 00 

116 08 

52 95 

1,627 15 

4 80 

5 00 
149 88 

2775 

60 00 

6 75 
9 38 

1,473 25 


6 08 


M. M. McGormack 




4 50 


John SuDel 




260 00 


H.B. Bumby 




1 75 


W. G. Walker 




'10 00 


Grewar & Albert&on 




116 08 


Wm. D.Kline 


• 


52 95 


Adam Coe 




1,627 15 
4 80 


J. W. L. Mattlock. 




J. H. Frith 




5 00 


Wm. B. Wright 




149 88 


Briggs Sa Co 


79 20 


79 20 


Hyatt& Cork 


27 75 


D. M. Parrish... »... 




60 00 


Knisrht & Bros 




6 75 


Wm. W. Berry 




9 33 


Gaurds * 




1,473 75 


r 






Total, 


13,782 28 


|»,101 4& 


$12,883 68 



RECAPITULATION. 



Total amount dae by new Board 19,101 40 

« « " old Board 3,782 28—112,883 68 
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(JforcA, Sixt^n Days.) 

AMOUNT OP EXPENDITURES TENNESSEE PENITENTI- 
ARY, PROM MARCH 16, 1868, TO APRIL J, 1868. 



For Victualling,. ..$1,044 88 

Clothing, * • . 5 25 

Discharges, (179 men,) 4,580 00 

Wages, (38 Guards,) , . 537 00 

Shoe and Tailor Shops, 120 60 

Puel and Lights,. . /. 141 39 

Hospital, 66 20 

Repairs,., , 19 00 

Expenses, (Mule feed and Tobacco,) 87 85 

Total amount, ,|6,651 17 



Amount of Earnings, 16 days, 1,850 72 

Total Loss, 16 days, 4,800 45 

Average number of Prisoners,. 391 

Cost of Peeding each man, per day, 16| cents. 



BILL OF FARE IN MARCH. 



Breakfast — Corn Bread, Beef and Coffee. 
Dinner-^Com Bread, Beef and Pea Soup. 
Supper — Com Bread, Peas or Potatoes. 

Sundays. 

Breakfast — Light Bread and Molasses^ Coffee. 
Dinner — Com Bread, Beef and Potatoss. 

The amount expended for Provisions, (11,044.88,) includes the 
board of the Guards and Officers* 
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AMOUNT OF EXPENPrnjBES TENNESSEE PENITENTI- 
ABY, FBOM APRIL 1, 1868, TO MAY 1, 1868. 

For VictnaDing, 11,165 78 

" Wages, (32 & 80 & 29 Ooards,) 91100 

" Shoe and Tailor Shops,. 1,253 99 

♦• Fuel and L^hts, 87 07 

" Hospital 29 80 

" fispenses. 57 67 

Total amoont,. 18,505 26 



^F^ww^ 



Amoant of Earnings, 80 days, $2,122 06 

IiOSB 80 days, April, 1,883 21 

Average number of Prisoners, 257 

Oost of Feeding each man, per day 15 1-10 cents. 



BILL OF FABB DT APBIL. 

Breakfast— Oom Bread, Beef and Ooffee. 
Dinner — Oom Bread, Beef and Pea Soup. 
Sapper— Com Bread, Peas or Potato^ 

Breakfast — ^Light Bread and Molasses, Coffee. 
Dinner — Com Bread, Beef and Peas. 

The amount expended for Provisions, (1,165.76,) includes the 
board of Onards and Officers. 
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AMOUNT OF SXPffl^mrUBBS TE3X«SSE!ER PENITINTI- 
ABY, FBOV MAY 1, im, TO JUNE 1, 1808. 

lot Victaalling ,. $1,886 ftl 

«• Wages, (80 Gnards,) 900 

" Shoe and Tailoir Shopa, 92 96 

" Fuel and Light8» 118 46 

♦' Hospital, 66 40 

«' Clothing, 4102 

•• Discharges, 80 00 

" B^eases, 185 92 

Total amount, ji2,769 67 

i  , ' .. 1 1 

Amomt of Eaniings, May, 2fi4» 07 

hws in May» 416 90 

Avorage nuiaber of Prisoners,.. ^^..*,^ «..«.... Si$0 

Cost of Feeding each man, per day, 16 cents. 



BILL OF FABB IN KAT. 

Breakfast — Corn 3read,J3eef and Coffee. 
Dinner — Com Bread, Beef and Potatoes. 
Sapper — Corn Bread, Peas or Potatoes. 

Stmd/ays. 

Breakfast — I^ight Bread and M<;4asse8| Cqffee- 
Dinner — Com Bread, Bacon and Potatoes. 

The amount expended for Provisions, ($1,385.91,) inclndes board 
of Gnards and Officers. 
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AMOUNT OP"EXPBNDIT0RBS TENNESSEE PENITENTI 
ARY, PROM JUNE 80, 1868, TO JULY 1, 1868. 



For Victualling, $1,671 18 

" Wages,, 900 00 

" Shoe and Tailor Shops, 17149 

" Fuel and Lights, 426 18 

" Hospital, 40 90 

" Clothing, 418 08 

" Expense^ .' 267 24 



■Vi 



Total amount, $3,894 07 



Amount of Earnings, Jane, 2,450 14 

Loss in June, 1,448 98 

Average number of Prisoners, 810 

Cost of Feeding eadi man, per day, 17 29-30 cents. 



BILL OF FABB IN JUNE. 

Breakfast — Corn Bread, Bacon, Potatoes and Coffee. 
Dinner— Com Bread, Beef, Potatoes and Onions. 
Supper — Corn Bread, Potatoes or Hominy. 

Sundays. 

Breakfast — ^Light Bread, Molasses and Coffee. 
Dinner — Corn Bread, Bacon, Potatoes and Onions. 

. The amount expended for Provisions, (|1»(}71.18,) includes board 
of Guards and Officers. 
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AMOUNT OF BXPHNDITtrRBS TENNESSEE PENITENTI- 
ARY, PROM JULY 1, 1868, TO AUGUST 1, 1868. 

For Victualling, $1,862 81 

" Wages, 960 00 

" Shoe and Tail« Bhops,. 194 60 

** Puel and Lights, 99 20 

" Hospital, 60 35 

" Clothing, 14 23 

" Expenses, 104 16 

" Repairs, 545 67 



»■ 



Total amount, $3,861 01 

Amount of Earnings, July, 2,409 29 

Loss in July, 1,451 72 

Average number of Prisoners, 826 

Oost of Feeding each man, per day, 18 18-81 cents. 



BILL OF FABE IN JULY. 

Breakfast*— Oorn Bread, Baoon, Mutton, Potatoes and Coffee. 
Dinner — Com Bread, Beef, Potatoes and Onions. 
Supper— Corn Bread, Potatoes or Hominy. 

Swndaya. 

Breakfast — ^Light Bread, Molasses and Coffee. 
Dinner — Corn Bread, Bacon, Potatoes and Onions. 
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AMOUNT OF EZPlNOrrUBBS, 

From March 16, 1868, to Angnst 1, 1868, 136 days, 120,671 18 

BamingB, 186 days, 11,176 27 

Loss, total ^95 91 

Dedwt the extraordinary No. of Pardons in Mareb, (179) 4,580 00 

4,915 91 
Deduct building Hospital, 565 67 

Short on ordinary Bxpenses, 186 days, $4,850 24 

With the above flgores as a basis, the Prison will rpn behind, in 
twelve months, at the present rate, $11,675.85. 
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mVOICB OP PROPERTY TENNESSEE PENITENTIARY, 

AUaUST 1, 1868. 

OLOTBIIfQ. 

483 Hickory Shirts, (for Sftmmer use,) , 

* All partly woni. 
880 Woolen do. " Winter 

869 Pairs Paiit8,(Woolen,) Winter 

' All hare been used. 
686 Jackets, " 

480 Straw and Shuck Beds, (mostly good.) 

900 Blankets, 

400 Sheets, (Cotton.) 

420 Pillow Cases, (small.) 

832 Pairs Old Shoes, (now in nse.) 

100 Pairs New Shoes, (not in nse.) 

160 Sides Upper Leather, (enoagh to make 900 Pair Shoes.) 

100 Pounds Sole Leather. 

We have not striped woolen goods on hand> and Will need mate- 
rial for Pants and Shirts. The Hats are all in nse and badly worn 
— will have to bny Hats and Socks this Fall. 

WOOD. 

150 Cords, (at $5.00) $760 00 
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On motion of Mr. Smith, the charges preferred against the 
Warden, were referred to the Committee on the Penitentiary. 

House Message No. 3, to-wit: 

• _ 

House of Bepbesentativss, 

August 3, 1868. 
Mr. Speaker: — ^I am directed by the House of Representatives, 
to transmit herewith, House Joint Besolutions Nos. 3 and 10, for 
the signature of the Speaker of the Senate; also, return Senate 
Joint Besolutions Nos. 4 and 5, ooacurred in; and request the 
Senate to return to the House, House Joint Besolution No. 4. 

Geo. Edoab Gbisham, 

P. C. of the H. of R. 

On motion of Mr. Lindsley, House Joint Besolution No. 4, was 
ordered to be returned to the House of Bepresentatives. 

Mr. Smith introduced Senate Bill No. 2, to-wit: "A Bill for 
An Act to aid in the suppression of organizations appearing or 
parading in mask, in this State, and for other purposes." 

Passed first reading, and referred to the Judiciary Committee. 
The Speaker presented a Beport from the Comptroller, in obe- 
dience to a Besolution from the Senate; which, on motion of Mr. 
Oate, was referred to the Committee on Finance, Ways and 
Means, and five hundred copies ordered to be printed for the use 
of the Senate. 
* The Beport is as follows: 

Comptroller's Office, ) 
Nashville, Tenn., August 3, 1868. ) 
GhfMemen of the Benate: 

In giving you the information asked for in Senate Resolution 
No. 3, 1 propose to answer the questions propunded, in the order in 
which I find them in said Resolution. 

To the first question. I answer, that the semi-annual interest 
falling due July 1, 1867, was paid. 

That portion of it that was paid in New York, was paid with 
money sent from the State Treasury here, from the State revenue, 
together with what was received from Railroadn, less $223,022.72, 
that seems to have found its way to the Fourth National Bank of 
the City of New York — our then fiscal agency — and is spoken of 
as a portion of what is called the "School Fund," recovered from 
the Tennessee National Bank, of Memphis, Tenn. A considerable 
portion of said interest was paid here — out of the State revenue. 

To. question 2d, I answer. That the January interest, 1868, was 
paid; mostly in New York; the residue here, as heretofore. It was 
paid, entire, with money received from Railroads and from the rev- 
enues of the State. On this interest — or for the payment of it— 
the Fourth National Bank advanced a loan to the State, of 1200^000. 
This money was borrowed under authority of a Beaolittion of tha 

5 S 
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Legifilature. Three hundred 6 per cent. $1,000 Tennessee State 
Bonds, were hypothecated when the loan was made, which were 
released early in June last, or before. 

Question 3d. One thousand 6 per cent. Coupon Bonds of the 
State of Tennessee, issued to the Bank of Tennessee, on the 7th day 
of May, 1838, equalling $1,000,000, matured on the 7th May last. 
None of these bonds have been paid. The reason is, a majority of 
the '*Board of Finance" did not believe the State was able to raise 
funds sufficient to pay for these bonds, and to meet the July interest, 
1868, without inaugurating a policy that would disgrace the State — 
ruin its finances, and raise the question of Repudiation. 

Acting under the proceedings of the first meeting of said "Board 
of Finance," I have funded one hundred and fifty-seven of said 
bonds, in 6 per cent. Coupon Bonds, dated July 1, 1868, and matur- 
ing January 1, 1900. On each of the bonds funded, 1 paid $8.83^ 
interest due from May 7, to July 1, 1868 — 63 days — amount $1,386.- 
83 J. This was paid out of the Treasury here. 

Question 4th. To the first section of this question, I have to 
reply, that ''the semi-annual interest falling due the 1st instant," has 
not been paid; and to the second part of the question, I reply, that 
Judge Watson's determination to speculate in Tennessee State 
Bonds, as I am compelled to believe, under the advantages of a 
State Financial Agency, is the cause, both of the failure to pay said 
interest, and the reason why the remaining 843 bonds, due May 7, 
1868, are not funded. 

Thirdly: The interest on our State debt, to July 1, 1868, is paid; 
at least all that has been presented. I suppose it is all paid. 

Question 5th. The following Railroads have paid: 

Nashville & Dscatur, Cash, 33,075 29 

Coupons, 40,880 00 $73,955 29 



i( ti 



Rogersville & Jeflf'n, (on account) Cash, 750 00 

" Coupons, 150 00 900 00 



(( u 



Mississippi & Tennessee, Cash, 9,684 00 

Coupons, 2,850 00 $12,534 00 



u <( 



Mississippi Central, Cash, 20,369 40 

Coupons, 9,000 00 $29,369 40 



ti a 



My authority for this last payment, is 
a telegraphic dispatch from H. S. Mo- 
Comb, of Wilmington, Delaware, dated 
Jnue 29, 1868. 

Mobile & Ohio, Cash, 50,000 00 

Memphis* Charleston, " 47,865 90 

Knoxville & Charleston, " 21,300 00 
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Memphis & Ohio, Cash, 71,853 30 

*' Coupons, 30 00 $71,883 30 



Nashville & Chattanooga, Cash, 6,897 44 

" " .... Coupons, 4,710 00 

Trans. State Guards, 242 56 $11,850 00 



East Tenn. & Western N. Caro. . . Cash, 4,500 00 



$324,157 89 



The following Companies have not paid: 

East Tennessee & Georgia, $51,153 60 

East Tennessee & Virginia, 80,149 80 

Knoxville & Kentucky, 67,896 00 

Cincinnati, Cumb. Gjap & Charleston, 42,140 40 

Evansville, Henderson & Nashville, 6,000 00 

Mississippi Central, balance due, 9,000 00 



$256,339 80 



Question 6th. The following Roads are in the hands of "Re- 
ceivers," and therefore do not pay the State: 

EDGEFIELD & KENTUCKY. 

Bonds loaned by the State, $970,000 00 

Interest funded, 200,667 85 

Debt to U. S. assumed, 130,804 58 

Balance interest to date, 159,020 73— $1,450,493 16 



MEMPHIS, CLABKSVILLB & LOUISVILLE. 

Bonds loaned bv the State, $1,582,000 00 

Interest funded," 312,600 00 

Debt to U. S. assumed 380,756 24 

Balance interest to date, 275,335 92— $2,550,692 16 

I.I w i n 

NA.8HVILLE & NORTH- WESTERN RA.ILROAD. 

Bonds loaned $3,222,000 00 

Interest funded 392,850 00 

Balance interest due to date 383,508 16— $3,998,358 16 



WINCHESTER & ALABAMA RAILROAD. 



Bonds loaned by the State $1,289,000 00 

Interest funded 143,259 00 

Interest 1st of July 143,438 85— $1,575,697 85 



68 

n'mNNYILLi: & hanchbsteb bailboad. 

Bonds loaned $764,000 00 

Interest funded 87,360 00 

Balance interest to date 112,514 00 $963,874 00 



BOGEBSyiLLE k JBFFEBSON BAILBOAD. 

State Bonds loaned $385,000 00 

Interest fuaded 38,160 00 

Balance interest due 47,179 20 ^$470,339 20 

Interest on above calculated to Ist July $11,00^,454 50 



Question 7th. Entire State liabilities on Ist of October, 1867, as 

per Comptroller's Report, page 12 $32,562,a23 58 

Increased since then, as follows: 

1867 

Oct. 8, Knoxvillo & Kentucky R- R. Co $110,000 00 

" « ** Charleston R. R. Co 25,000 00 

Winchester & Alabama 34,000 00 

Dec. 30, Missispippi Central 100,000 00 

" " Nash. & N.-Western 100,000 00 

" " Mississippi Central 100,000 00 

1868. 

Jan. 8, Evansville, Henderson & Nashville $ 50,000 00 

" " Knoxville & Kentucky 150,000 00 

Jan. 13, Nashville & Decatur 210,000 00 

Jan. 14, Edgefield & Kentucky 25,000 00 

" " Mississippi & Tennessee 40,000 00 

Jan. 15, " " 60,000 00 

" 16, Edgefield, Henderson A Nashville 68,000 00 

Jan 17, Edgefield, Hend. & Nashville. 32,000 00 

"18, " " ** 50,000 00 

*• 24, Knoxville & Kentucky 350,000 00 

" " Edgefield & Kentucky 75,000 00 

Jan. 26, Knoxville & Charleston 150,000 00 

" 31, Cin., Cumb. Gap & Charleston 100,000 00 

«* " " *• *' " 100,000 00 

« " Winchester & Alabama 300,000 00 

Feb. 3, Nashville & Decatur 115,000 00 

"14, " " 25,000 00 

" 20, Knoxville & Kentucky 300,000 00 

" " " Charleston 50,000 00 

« " " 100,000 00 

March 12, " " 25,000 00 

« 28, Rogersville & Jefferson 30,000 00 

" " " Little War Gap Tur. P. Co. 15,000 00 

April 28, Bast Tenn. & Western North Carolina 150,000 00 
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May 1, Cincinnati, Cumberland Gap & Charleston... 219,000 00 

" 7, Knoxville & Charleston 60,000 00 

" 22, Bristol & K. Creek Turnpike ^0,000 00 

June 27, South-Western R. R 800,000 00 

July 17, Nashville & North-Westem R. R 43,000 00 

"27, " " 207,000 00 

'•29, " " 100,000 00 

100,000 00 

" 30, East Tenn. & Western North Carolina 100,000 00 

Liabilities to date $86,750,323 58 

Semi-annual interest on this $1,102,509 70 

Annual interest $2,205,019 40 

To this is to be added the indebtedness of the State to the School 
Fund for the years, fiscal, 1866 and 1867. The amount is not now 
known for the two years, but soon will be. 

I think it safe to calculate that the State will pay into the Trea 
sury from all her sources of revenue, extra of Railroads, under the 
present revenue laws, $2,125,000, and that the expenses of the 
State Government, extra of the interest on the State debt, will be 
$1000,000. 

Question 8th, and last. To this, I am prepared to answer, that 
the Clerks, with a very few exceptions, are fully up with their 
work. The Collectors of the different counties, with the exception 
of, perhaps, some half a dozen, are discharging their duties very sat- 
isfactorily. For the years 1865-ii, the accounts are nearly all 
closed. For the year 1867 there are a considerable number of 
counties which have not closed their accounts, but so nearly so, that 
the releases from the County Courts will about settle them. 

This being the condition of the subject referred to in the ques- 
tion under consideration, it is not believed that a tabular statement, 
showing the actual condition of each separate account, would fur- 
nish additional practical information; and, therefore, as I am heavi- 
ly pressed with work and compelled to husband time to the best 
advantage, a more minute statement is, for the present, omitted* If, 
however, the Senate desires it, it shall be forthcoming. 

All accounts seeming to require it, have long since been reported 
to the proper officer. 

Your obedient servant, 

G. W. BLACKBURN, 

GomptrcUer. 



"n 
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Mr. Gate offered Seaate Besolution No. 9, to-wit: 

Whereas, The Report of the Financial Board, submitted 
through its President, Mr. Watson, censures the conduct of the 
Comptroller and Secretary of State, during and since their con- 
nection with said Board; placing the responsibility of the failure 
to pay the interest of the State, upon them; Therefore, 

Besolved, That the Comptroller and Secretary of State, be, and 
are hereby, requested to report such facts upon the subject, as may 
be in their possession, as early as convenient. 

Bules suspended, and the Besolution taken up and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Lindsley, 

The Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M., to-morrow. 



TUESDAY AFTEBNOON, AUGUST 4, 1868. 



Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Chair. 

Prayer by the Bev. Mr. Campbell. 
Boll called under the rules. 

Present, 21 

Absent, ., *. 4 

Senators present, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Cate, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, 
Garner, Henderson, Keith, Lindsley, Lyle, Matthews, McCall, 
Nelson, Norman, Patterson, Parker, Smith, Wyatt, and Mr. 
Speaker Senter. 

Senators absent, were: 

Messrs. Bodgers, Underwood, Wisener and Wilson. 

The Speaker announced a quorum present, and the Minutes of 
the last meeting were read and approved. 

The Speaker presented the following Message from his Excel- 
lency, the Governor, to-wit: 
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STATE OF TENNESSEE, 

Executive Department, 

Knoxville, Tenn., Aug. 1, 1868. 
Oentlemen of the Senate 

and House of Representatives: 
My high regard for the author of the enclosed letter and 
Ordinance, Hon. Jno. M. Lea; my confidence in his patriotism 
and integrity, to say nothing of the importance of the subject dis- 
cussed, induces me respectfully to submit those documents for 
your calm and deliberate consideration. 

W. G. Brownlow. 

Nashville, July 29, 1868. 

His Excellency^ W. 0, Broivrdow: 

Dear Sir: — I had intended to go to Knoxville to see you, 
but so many people have called on you that your strength as well 
as patience, must be nigh exhausted. 

You began the work of reconstruction. I want you to end it, 
aTid you are the only man who can do it. The present is a most 
favorable time for the consummation of the work, and the very trou- 
bles that we have had in a few counties have produced a great de-. 
sire in the minds of the people for a settled Government. 

♦'There is a tide in the aifairs of men. 
Which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune." 

The same remark is applicable to States. 

I speak the truth, and whether you agree with me or not, I know 
you will give respectful attention to what I may say. 

The great body of the people, excluding a few revolutionary agi- 
tators, are content with the results of the war — soon will be glad, 
I believe, that the Confederacy was a failure — and their exclusion 
from the polls is the chief and only ground of complaint. There 
is nothing surer under the sun, than that these people, sooner or 
later, will be allowed to vote. An American citizen has no idea 
of liberty, unless it is coupled with the right to vote. The public ^ 
opinion of the world — certainly of the Anglo-Saxon race — is tend- 
ing toward universal suffrage, and the speedy rehabilitation of all 
political offenders, is, also, another marked feature of modern civili- 
zation. It was wise and right for the loyal people to organize the 
State Government — it is unwise and wrong to discriminate in favor 
of or against any class one moment longer than the safety of the 
State requires such invidious interposition. To that proposition 
you, and all good men, I know, will assent. Has he necessity for 
discrimination ceased? I do, in fact, think it has. 

I am ignorant of the contents of your Message; some say it is 
mild, and others say it is harsh and vindictive in its tone and tem- 
per. Whatever may be the recommendations that you have made 
to the General Assembly, recent happy circumstances have given 
an entirely new phase to the entire subject. Petitions are in circu- 
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latioo which will be signed, I sincerely trost and believe, by the 
best men in the country, pledging fidelity to the Government. The 
citizens who sign these petitions are in earnest, and mean what they 
say; they feel the responsibility of their position. Lawless bands 
and associations perpetrate unwarrantable outrages, and private 
crimes of a heinous nature are daily committed. These evils are 
the indications of a disordered state of society, and aU the wrong 
is chargeable neither to one nor to the other of the two political 
parties. 

Let all good men unite to calm these angry passions. The ped- 
tioners ask a reinvestiture of the elective franchise, and, in my 
judgment, the radical party will place itself entirely in the wrong 
unless it favorably responds to the advances which have been and 
will hereafter be made. I care nothing for the election of either 
Seymour or Grant, compared with the solicitude which I feel for a 
quiet, orderly, just Government in my native State. When a mem- 
ber of my own family lies dangerously sick, my philanthrophy is 
not large enough to take an immediate interest in the health of the 
people in a distant country. 

Had I my own way, every man might, from this moment, vote in 
all elections; but from all that I can learn, and also from my knowl* 
edge of human nature, it is not to be supposed that the desirable 
change can be looked for till some time after die next Presidential 
election. ' Threats seldom obtain rights, nor does injustice long hold 
power. Well, the present fixed right of future enjoyment of the 
franchise, or an assurance of it by those in power, will, I think, 
give satis£EU3tion to the people. True, they would prefer to vote 
at the approaching Presidential election, but the deprivation of that 
privilege — knowing that ever afterward they would enjoy the right 
— ^would hardly cause in their minds a feeling of regret, certainly 
not a spirit of discontent. 

With much diflBdence I take the liberty to inclose a plan cf set- 
Uementf which, if adopted by the General Assembly, will efiect the 
desired result in a legal, constitutional manner, without moving or 
dislocating a cog in the wheels of the machinery of Government. 
This plan requires no election of oflBcers, and the change will only 
be felt in the blessings which it will bring. I trust that tlie direc- 
tion of your mind to the subject may suggest a more feasible mode 
of reaching the end, and that upon consideration of the petitions 
aforesaid — the peace-ofierings of an entire community — ^you may 
find ample warrant for making another communication to the Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

Now, what will be the efiect if some such settlement is adopted? 
Here cU home, I verely believe, that peace would reign throughout 
the State — a general forgiveness ensue — a feeling ot gratitude en- 
gendered toward those in power; Ku Klux organizations would be 
compelled to disband; Loyal Leagues would cease to exist; the 
people would look to the law for protection, and not count on any 
help from secret associations; and our Presidential canvass, con- 
ducted, it might be, with warmth, would be the most quiet and 
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peaceable that ever took place in the country. Every man, both 
white and black, woald have more respect for himeelf, and also more 
respect for his neighbor and his neighbor's rights. Abroad, the 
character of the Slate would be elevated. Our bonds would rise 
in value. The resources of the State are ample to meet our en- 
gagements. 

Extraordinary taxation, the inevitable results of all wars, being 
the penalty that we pay out of our pockets for the exercise of un- 
christain passions, is a slight evil, and will be cheerfully borne by 
the people. Good government cannot be dear at an, price. The 
holders of our bonds, if allowed to vote, would favor my proposi- 
tion, and its success would be a confutation of the charge that re- 
construction was a failure n Tennessee. In a political, or party 
aspect — I really look beyond all such questions — it may be taken 
as a fact that power would be kept out of the hands of any mcd-con- 
tejUa who would oppress and injure the loyal people. The excuse 
for vindictiveness would have ceased, and justice and moderation 
would guide in all our counsels. There would be no danger; in- 
deed, there would not. 

If those public servants who have in this critical emergency been 
clothed with the authority, will only advocate and pass some such 
measures as the inclosed plan, blessings will follow them through 
life, and their memory will be embalmed in the grateful recollec- 
tions of succeeding generations. Henry the Fourth, of France, 
said that he would be the happiest of monarchs, if he could put a 
fow^ into the pot of every peasant in his kingdom. '*That sentiment 
of homely benevolence was worth all the splendid sayings that are 
recorded of kings. But he wished for more than he could obtain, 
and the goodness of the man exceeded the power of the king." 
How much more glorious the privilege to put a ballot, the badge 
of a freeman, into the hands of every citizen of Tennessee. We 
are more fortunate than the illustrious monarch, for happily our 
power is commensurate with our good intentions. That ballot 
could never be used — it would be an imputation on human nature 
to think that it could ever be used — to the injury of the men who 
granted it. Before Ood and the American people, I do not see that 
since these petitions have been presented, there can be any justifi- 
cation for not taking a decided step toward a settlement of this 
question, the longer continuance of which impairs the dignity, 
menaces the peace, diminishes the prosperity, and impeaches the 
justice of the State. My faith tells me that you and all good men 
of both political parties will join hands in striving for so great a 
good to our 8u£fering country. ''Let us lay the first stone of the 
temple of peace." 

Excuse this long letter. Tou have known me many years, and 
will do me the justice to believe that I am actuated by a desire to 
help my country out of its diflSculties. Very truly, 

John M. Lea. 
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An Ordiriance to authorize the appointment of Delegates to a Cbn- 
vention for the purpose of amending the Constitution of the State: 
Whereas, la the opinion of the General Assembly, there pre- 
vails throughout the State, with exceptions in certain localities, a 
general disposition amongst the people, to acquiesce in the results 
which have been brought about by the late civil war, as is evi- 
denced by the numerously signed petitions which have been pre- 
sented ; the said petitions recognizing the validity of the State 
Government, and the legality of all acts done to re-organize a po- 
litical system destroyed by war — admitting the abolition of slavery, 
and the enfranchisement of colored voters — asking for universal 
amnesty, and an oblivion of past wrongs and grievances, and re- 
respectfully soliciting, in a calm and dignified manner, that they be 
again invested with the privileges of the elective franchise. Now, 
the General Assembly, reluctant in the first instance to discriminate 
in the enjoyment of rights, and only impelled to it by a just appre- 
hension at the time that the safety of the loyal people demanded 
the protecting hand of power, disposed, as they have always been, to 
render government acceptable to the people, and glad to meet in a 
patriotic spirit all advances made in the interests of peace, law and 
order, do now cheerfully declare that, from the evidences aforesaid, 
no valid reasons exist for a further continuance of the constitu- 
tional provision disfranchising any portion of our fellow-citizens; 
and. 

Whereas, The Franchise Law has been declared })y the Su- 
preme Court, to be a part of the Constitution of the State, and can 
hence only be changed by a convention, or by the mode pointed 
out in the third section of the eleventh article of the Constitution, 
neither of which modes, unfortunately, meet the present exigency — 
the former on account of the danger of public disturbance from the 
excitement of another election in the midst of a warm Presidential 
contest; and the latter on account of the delay necessary to eflfect 
the desired object. Now, with a view to preserve the public peace, 
and also to facilitate, in a legal and constitutional manner, the 
speedy repeal of said constitutional disqualifications, it is believed 
that by a vote of the people, the present General Assembly may be 
invested with all the powers of a Convention necessary to carry 
out and ratify the expression of their will; the General Assembly 
recommends to the people, that the following amendment to the 
Constitution be made: 

That every free man, white or colored, of the age of twenty-one 
years, being a citizen of the United States, and a citizen of the 
county wherein he may offer his vote six months next preceding the 
day of election, shall be entitled to vote for members of the Gener- 
al Assembly, and other civil oflBcers, for the county and district in 
which he may reside; provided^ that laws may be passed excluding 
from the right of suffrage persons convicted of infamous crimes. 

At the next election to be held for the purpose of choosing Elec- 
tors for President and Vice President, to- wit: on the day of 

-, 1868, those voters favoring the passage of said amendment 
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shall write, or print upon their tickets the word "Convention," and 
those disapproving^ it shall write, or print "no Convention." The 
votes marked "Convention," shall mean and imply that they favor 
the adoption of said amendment to the Constitution; and, further, 
that they elect, and appoint as delegates to said Convention, the 
members of the present General Assembly. Tlie Convention, thus 
elected and organized, is to have full power to adopt said amend- 
ment to the Constitution. Due returns of the votes cast, shall be 
made by the oflBcers conducting the electi<;)ns in the several counties; 
and, if the votes "for Convention" outnumber those for "no Conven- 
tion," the Governor shall issue a proclamation announcing the fact, 
and, convening said Convention at the Capitol in Nashville, on the 

day of , 1868. 

No restrictions can be placed by legislative enactment, upon the 
action of a Convention duly elected and organized; and, to render 
this proceeding entirely legal and constitutional, no attempt is 
made to confine, or limit the just powers of said Convention; but 
it is not to be presumed that any other matter will be touched, or 
any other business done, than the incorporation of the amendment 
aforesaid into the organic law of the State. Each and every mem- 
ber of the Legislature pledges himself to the country that the be- 
ginning and end of their deliberations of said Convention shall be 
consummated by a registration of the will of the people in the 
adoption of said amendment 

The members of the Legislature have been selected as the ap- 
pointees, or delegates aforesaid, from the fact that there will, about 
that time, be an adjourned session of the General Assembly. The 
amendment, if approved by the qualified voters, will not cost the 
iabor of a day, and they desire no compensation for their services 
as delegates, and gladly avail themselves of an opportunity, now 
that the olive branch has been presented by the great body of those 
lately hostile to the Government, to give every assurance of a dis- 
position on their part hereafter to live in peace and amity, as citi- 
zens of a great, free and just commonwealth. 

This plan of remedying the evil, is speedy and unexpensive, and, 
though unusual in its form, does not encroach upon any provision of 
law or Constitution; Therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Oeneral Assembly of the State of Tennessee, That 
the preceding Ordinance be adopted; and that the GoverLor be re- 
quested to issue a proclamation requiring the ofiicers holding said 
elections in the several counties, to receive votes for or against the 
Convention, and due return thereof make to the Executive OflSce. 

Mr. Elliott ofiered Senate Joint Resolution No. 6, to-wit: 

Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee, 
That a Joint Select Committee, consisting of five on the part of 
the Senate, and on the part of the House of Representa- 
tives, be appointed to take into consideration the subject matter 
of the Governor's Supplementary Message, and report by bill or 
otherwise. 
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On motion of Mr. Elliott, the rales were flnspended and the 
Resolation taken ap and adopted, and its immediate transmission 
ordered, to the House of Representatives. 

Committee appointed under said Resolution, were Elliott, Nor- 
man, Keith, Eaton and Wyatt. 

Senate Resolution No. 7, was taken up and adopted. 

Report No. 2, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, to-wit: 

Mr. Speaker: — The committee have examined Senate Joint 
Resolution No. 4, and find it correctly enrolled. 

A. M. Cate, Chairman. 

Mr. Elliott introduced Senate Bill No. 3, to- wit: A Bill to be 
entitled, ^^An Act for the government, management and leasing 
of the Penitentiary." 

On motion of Mr. Smith, the Bill was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Lindsley, 

The Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M., to*morrow. 



WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, AUGUST 6, 1868. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Chair. 

Prayer by Rev, Mr. Campbell. 
Roll called under the rule. 

Present .21 

Absent 4 

Senators present, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Garner, Hen- 
derson, Lindsley, Lyle, Matthews, McCall, Nelson, Norman, Pat- 
terson, Parker, Rodgers, Smith, Wisener, Wyatt, Wilson and 
Mr. Speaker Senter. 

Senators absent, were: 

Messrs. Cate, Fuson, Keith and Underwood. 

The Speaker announced a quorum present, and the Minutes of 
last meeting were read aod approved. 
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Mr. Wilson arose in his seat and stated, that he had been ab* 
sent on account of indisposition, and could not attend the session 
of the Senate before. An indefinite lea,ve of absence was then 
granted him, in case he was unable to attend to his duties in the 
Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Elliott, the Principal Clerk, Mr. Nelson, was 
granted leave of absence for four days. 

Mr. Eckel was granted leave of absence until Tuesday, 

Beport No. 3, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, to- wit: 

Mr. Speaker: — The Committee have examined Senate Joint 
Besolutions Noa. 4 and 5, and Senate Besolutions Nos. 7 and 9, 
and find them correctly enrolled. 

A. M. Cats, Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, 

The Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M., to-morrow. 



THURSDAY AFTERNOON, AUGUST 6, 1868. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Chair. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Campbell. 
Boll called under the rule. 

Present , ^ 21 

Absent .. 4 

Senators present were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, Garner, Hen- 
derson, Keith, Lindsley, Lyle, Matthews, McCall, Nelson, Nor« 
man, Parker, Rodgers, Smith, Wisener, Wyatt, Wilson and Mr. 
Speaker Senter, 

Senators absent were: 

Messrs. Cate, Eckel, Patterson and Underwood. 

The Speaker announced a quoriim present, and the Minutes of 
last meeting were read and approved. 
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House Message No. 4, to-wit: 

House of Representatives, Aug. 6, 1868. 
Mr. Speaker: — I am directed to return herewith, Senate Joint 
Resolution No. 6 — House Joint Resolution No. 16, adopted in 
lieu. Geo. Edgar Grisham, 

P. 0. of the H. of R. 

Leave of absence was granted Mr. Gate for the remainder of the 
evening. 

On motion of Mr. Keith, Mr. Underwood was granted an in- 
definite leave of absence. 

Mr. Norman presented the Report of the Hon. A. J. Fletcher, 
Secretary of State, a member of the Board of Finance, on the 
action of said Board, as follows: 

Secretary of State's Office, ) 

Nashville, Tenn, August 5, 1868. ) 

To the Senate of the General Assembly 

of the State of Tennessee: 
In obedience to your resolution of the 3d of Au- 
gust, I proceed to give an account of my connection with the 
Board of Finance, and the causes wnich have prevented me from 
taking part in the proceedings of said Board since the 18th of 
May last. 

It is true, as has been stated, that there has been a great want 
of harmony in the councils of the Board since its organization. 
Indeed, a disturbing question was presented before and at the 
organization, growing out of the demand of his Excellency, the 
Governor, that his Private Secretary should occupy a seat in the 
Board as his proxy to vote upon all minor matters, without in- 
structions from him. The other members of the Board, believing 
the important trusts conferred upon the Governor were oflScial, 
and not personal, and attached to the Executive oflSce, and not to 
the person who might fill it; and having advised with eminent 
counsel, were constrained, but most reluctantly, to deny to the 
gentlemen who held the proxy, a seat in the Board. Mr. Watson 
had taken the advice of the most eminent counsel for himself, and 
was the most decided of all the members of the Board, in the 
opinion that his Excellency could not fill his seat in the Board 
by proxy. It is not true that the Governor votes in the Board 
having the sale of agricultural land scrip, by proxy. Three offi- 
cers were appointed to sell that scrip, and the Governor was per- 
mitted, when the contract was complete, to sign the contract by 
an attorney in fact. There is no Board in that case. The oflSi- 
cers are only commissioners to perform a single act. With a view 
to harmony, it was agreed, however, that any proposition which 
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might come before the Board, might, upon the application of any 
niember, be submitted to his Excellency by mail, and his indorse- 
ment thereon received as his vote. The Board was organized at 
its second meeting, and the Q-overnor being absent, the Comp- 
troller, as the officer more intimately connected with the finances 
of the State than all others, and more responsible for their man- 
agement, was elected President. The duty of the Board, as de- 
fined in the act creating it, was "to provide for the payment of 
the interest on the State bonds, and to provide for the payment 
of so much of the State debt as may fall due within three years 
from the passage of the Act." To enable them to pt rform the 
duty thus explicitly declared, they were authorized to call upon 
the Governor for the bonds of the State for pledge or loan, bear- 
ing interest not exceeding nine per cent., and payabk in such cur^ 
rency as they might designate. As the January interest had been 
easily met by the hypothecation of our common six per cent, 
by the Treasurer and Comptroller, under a resolution previously 
passed, and as our new revenue law gave ample assurance of their 
promt redemption, this method of raising the means to meet any 
deficit which might occur in the payment of the July interest 
seemed to meet the approbation of the entire Board; for tho 
Governor had advised it in a letter to the Comptroller, and de- 
clared that before he would consent to the issuance of any bonds 
bearing a gold inter 'St, or higher interest than six per cent., he 
would refuse to act with the Board. 

The other, and only pressing question directly connected with 
the liabilities of the State, was the propriety of funding the one 
million of dollars in bonds issued on the 7th day of May, 1838, 
and falling due on the 7th of May, 1868. Holders of these 
bonds, in letters to the Comptroller, to Mr. Watson, and to the 
undersigned, recommended the funding of them. They expected 
nothing else. Indeed, they seemed pleased at the prospect of 
getting new bonds in lieu of the old, for they had no expectation 
that the State would either tax her people to the extent of a mil- 
lion of dollars in addition to their present burdens, or borrow the 
amount in currency. Every member of the Board of Finance 
had spoken out in favor of funding these May bonds. According- 
ly, and as I supposed, in strict harmony with the views of each 
member of the Board, at the first meeting of the Board, and a« 
its first act, I introduced, and the Board unanimovsly passed, the 
following order: 

"Order No. 1. — Ordered hy the Beard of Finance of the State 
of Tennessee, That six per cent, coupon bonds of the State, be is- 
sued to such of the creditors of the State as may hold any portion 
of the bonds issued in May, 1838, for the establishment of the 
Bank of Tennessee; said (new) bonds to be dated and bearing 
nterest from the 1st day of July, 1868, payable semi-annually, 
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on the 1st days of July and January. The bonds to fall due on 
the Ist day of Jnly, 1898. And that the President of the Board 
be authorized and directed to procure the necessary engraving, 
and to notify said bondholders, by advertisement, in New York, 
to present their bonds for renewal during the present year, and 
that the interest on said outstanding bonds be paid up to July 1, 
1868, in currency." 

At the same meeting, I offered the following order, which was 
v/nanimouHly adopted: 

"Order No. 3. — Ordered by the Board of Finance of the State 
of Tenneaseey That the Comptroller of the State be, and he is 
hereby, directed to call upon the Governor from time to time, for 
a sufficient amount of the bonds of the State, similar to those 
provided for in the order of the Board, proposing to fund the 
bonds issued to the Bank of Tennessee in the year 1838, which 
the said Comptroller may hypothecate so as to raise a sufficient 
sum to meet any deficit in the treasury for the payment of the 
July interest on the State debt, and for the payment of the in- 
debtedness of the State to the Fourth National Bank of New 
York for advances to pay interest heretofore; Provided^ that the 
terms on which said hypothecation may be negotiated shall first 
be submitted to this Board, for which purpose the said Comp- 
troller may call a special meeting, if necessary; and he shall re- 
port his action from time to time, and be subject to the order of 
the Board." 

Both these propositions were adopted on the 9th day of April, 
and received the hearty apparent approval of Mr. S. Watson, 
President of the remains of what was once the Bank of Tennes- 
see. They fully disposed of the July interest, and the million 
doe on the 7th of May. Everything promised well. The bond- 
holders were satisfied. There was perfect harmony. The Comp^ 
troUer advertised as directed in Order No. 1, and the bondhold- 
ers commenced rapidly sending in the May bonds to be exchanged 
for the new ones ordered by the Board. His engraving was com- 
pleted, and his arrangements ready to carry out order No. 3, by a 
loan from the Fourth National Bank. The Board of Finance 
now had but little to do but to look after and supervise the Be- 
ceivers of railroads. 

The next step necessary to be noticed in this connection, was 
the introduction by Mr. Watson, and the passage by the Board, 
of an order that "whatever may occur in the meetings of this 
Board, shall not he communicated to any one ovtaide of it." 

On the 13th of May — more than a month after the adoption 
of the order funding the May bonds and providing for the July 
interest, and when both orders were in an advanced stage of exe- 
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cation by the OomptroUer-^Mr. Watson introdaced the follow- 
ing proposition^ which bore the indorsed approval of the Gov- 
ernor: 

Whereas, The State of Tennessee has an opportunity of pro- 
curing a loan, on six months' time, to buy the bonds of Tennes- 
see to the amount of two millions of dollars; and^ tvheretzSy the 
purchase of bonds at the present market rates would save the 
State upwards of (f300,000 in every million of dollars purchased, 
and would probably save the State a considerabla sum annually 
in interest, and would certainly increase the market value of the 
bonds of the State; therefore, 

*^Be U resolvedy That it is to the interest of the State to pur- 
chase immediately one million dollars of its bonds, to be paid for 
by the issuance of gold-bearing bonds, at a rate of interest not 
exceeding seven per cent.; Promded^ the purchase can be made 
at such a price as will certainly reduce the debt of the State. 

^^Besolvedy In order to relieve the present pressure upon the* 
treasury, and in order to enable the treasury to meet the wants ol 
common schools, it is the interest of the State to sell an amount 
of gold-bearing bonds sufficient to pay the balance now owing the 
Fourth National Bank of New York, and sufficient to pay tlie 
amount of interest maturing ia July next that the railroads may 
be unable to pay; Provided^ that such bonds pan be negotiated 
at par, at a rate of interest not exceeding that authorized by the 
Act creating the Board of Finance. 

^^Eesolvedy That an agent shall be appointed by this Board, 
out of its own members, to proceed to New York and other points, 
with authority to carry into effect the provisions of the above 
resolutions, to attend to the financial interests of the State at 
those points; and that this agent shall also have the authority to 
advance the credit of the State, by publishing through the press, 
and by visiting in person, bondholders and others interested in the 
State of Tennessee. The expenses of this agency to be paid for 
by the Board, but no compensation for time given or services ren- 
dered by him, to be allowed/' 

The author of this scheme exhibited the most intense interest 
n its behalf. He traveled once or m>Te to New York, twice or 
more to Knoxville, and, called upon the members in person, to 
urge its adoption. In all his interviewe with the undersigned, the 
payment of interest, or of bonds due, was not alluded to. These 
naid been arranged at th^ first meeting of the Board, and he dis- 
claimed any purpose to disturb such arrangement. But, upon the 
subject of selling gold bonds and buying the currency bonds, he 
was animated and eager. The payment of the July interest did 
not seem to opcupy a share in his thoughts, nor does it appear 
that he gave the subj($ct xn^ch attention after he reached New 

6 S 
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York. It appears from a letter from the Fourth National Bank, 
that the arrangements he claims to have made with that institu* 
tion for the payment of the interest, was made for him by Mr. 
Bosson, the ^^agent" being too busy with more important mat- 
ters. From the time this proposition of Mr. Watson was pre- 
sented and published, the holders of the May bonds ceased to pre- 
sent them, and the funding of them ceased. 

In New York, the scheme had been supervised by his financial 
acquaintances. He had procured the indorsement of the Gov- 
ernor, recommending him as the agent to go North and sell these 
two millions of gold-bearing bonds, and urged with an interest 
reaching excitement the immediate adoption of his plans. He 
wrote an extended argument in favor of the general policy of 
issuing gold-bearing bonds, and of buying in our common six per 
cent, bonds without regard to date or time of maturity. He pro- 
posed, he said, to begin with this two millions, looking to the 
scheme as a policy which was to change the character of all our 
outstanding securities into gold-bearing bonds. And here I call 
attention to the fact that this extraordinary proposition is not 
presented in Mr. Watson's report. The substitute offered by the 
undersigned, and also that offered by the OomptroUer, are pa- 
raded in the form of an appendix. The propositions in Ueu are 
given, but the original is withheld. An extended argument is 
made in Mr. Watson's report, to show the great wisdom and 
many advantages of a proposition which is not seen, but carefully 
suppressed. It appears above, and a careful study of it will show 
why it is so carefully kept out of sight. It is a transparent scheme 
of speculation. 

I need not say that the whole scheme was illegal, for its ille- 
gality is the least objection to it. It proposes to start Mr. Sam- 
uel Watson out to peddle away two millions of gold bonds, bear-* 
ing ten to thirteen per cent, currency interest, with liberty to buy 
up a million of any of our common six per cents wherever he 
might come up with them. He is to give no bond, nor even to 
submit his proposals to the Board, or to any other authority. 
He is to keep his own counsels; he is not limited to any price, 
either in buying or selling. The rate of interest, under his oon- 
«truction of the law, is only limited to nine per cent, in gold, or thir- 
teen per cent, in currency. The terms ot his sales and purchases 
are to be known only to himself and the other contracting party. 
Whatever he aeeounts for will be purely a matter of conscience. 

A careful study of the scheme, as given above, will bear me out 
in all I have said. On conversing with Col. Henry, the Treasu- 
rer, I discovered that he understood it to mean nothing but a new 
scheme for the payment of the July interest 1 Thinking it pos- 
sible the Governor might have bo understood it, I offered the 
following broad and ample proposition to pay the interest in lien 
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of Mr. Watson's grand scheme, which I demanded should he sent 
to the Governor in order that he might choose between them: 

"proposition in lieu by the sborbtary of state, rejected bt 

TIE VOTE. 

^^Ordered by the Board, That the Comptroller be authorized 
and required to borrow as much money as, in his judgment, may 
be necessary to pay the July interest on the State debt, and the 
debt owing to the Fourth National Bank of New York; and that 
to enable him to do so, he may contract for the delivery of the 
bonds of the State, bearing such rate of interest in gold or cur* 
rency as will command a par price." 

m 

Both the Comptroller and myself were much disappointed when 
the papers were returned by due course of mail, with the Gov-, 
emor's approval, a second time, in strong language, of Mr. Wat- 
son's scheme. 

At the meeting which ensued, which was on the 18th of May, 
the Comptroller, seeing the proposition would be forced through the 
Board without amendment, offered the following proposition in lieu: 

''proposition in lieu by the comptroller, REJECTED BY TIE VOTE. 

^^BesoltUion No, 18, offered in lieu of Resolution No. 15, offered 
by the President of the Bank of Tennessee, on the 15th insL, at 
the last meeting of the Board of Finance, as said resolution No. 
15 now stands: 

" Whereas, In the opinion of this Board, a sufficient sum of 
money cannot be collected from the railroads of the State and all 
the sources of State revenue, to pay the interest falling July 1st, 
1868, on the State debt ; and, 

"Whereas, In the opinion of the Board of Finance, the im- 
portance of the prompt payment of said interest may be regarded 
as justifying a resort to extraordinary means of raising funds for 
that specific purpose; Therefore, 

" Ordered by the Board, That the President of the Board be, 
and is hereby, authorized and directed to call on the Governor of 
the State to issue a sufficient number of seven per cent, coupon 
bonds of the State for one thousand dollars each, dated July 1st, 
1868, and to fall due January 1st, 1900, interest payable semi- 
annually in New York — both principal and interest payable in 
gold — to supply the deficit due on the July interest, 1868, and 
for no other purpose, after paying on said interest account every 
dollar that is collected from the railroads, and every dollar that 
can be furnished from the revenue of the State; Provided, that 
said bonds can be sold for currency at par ; Provided further, 
that the said President be required to report to this Board the 
terms and manner of sale, before said bonds are delivered. 
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^' Ordered further j That the President of the Board be, and is 
hereby, instruoted to employ the National Bank Note Company, 
of New York, to prepare a suitable plate, and to engrave said 
bonds." 

Mr. Watson produces these two propositions to show that both 
the Comptroller and the undersigned are committed to the policy 
of issuing gold bonds* I admit that it was not the gold-bearing 
feature of the proposition of Mr. Watson that produced the with- 
drawal of the Comptroller and the undersigned, but it was the ill- 
concealed fraud that was manifest in every part of it. But Mr. 
Watson knows that these propositions were oflfered as lesser evils, 
between which and his scheme they had to choose, and to show 
the Governor, and all others, that they were willing to adopt even 
.a doubtful measure to secure the payment of the July interest. 
The following extract from the printed remarks of the undersigned, 
before the Board of Finance, will show the motives with which 
they were offered : 

" The proposition in lieu, authorizes the Comptroller to borrow 
the money needed, by promising to deliver such bonds as will sell 
at par on the market. I offered this in lieu, simply as a choice 
of evils, for I stand opposed to the issuance of any new bonds at 
an increased rate of interest, whether payable in coin or currency. 
But the Governor, having written his earnest indorsement of the 
original proposition, and seeing he would give the casting vote, 
and believing he had been misled, I proposed the substitute, in 
order that both propositions be sent to him, with the hope that 
he might reconsider his decision. He has declined to do so, and 
instructed the Board to record his vote for the original proposition, 
which, I presume, seals the fate of the substitute. It was not a 
measure of my choice, but, as the Legislature seems to have in- 
structed the Board to provide means of paying the interest of the 
State debt, I am compelled to sanction something like the propo- 
sition in lien, or resign my office. My objection to the substitute 
goes mainly to the policy of the measure, while I hold that the 
original is not only a bad precedent and an evil expedient, but 
wholly unauthorized by the law under which we are acting.'" 

Here were two propositions offered in lieu of Watson's scheme, 
each of which made ample provision for the prompt payment of 
the July interest, besides the order already in process of exeou- 
tion, passed more than a month before. But the fatal objection to 
each was that they did not propose to send Mr. Samuel Watson 
into the market to buy and sell bonds in the name of the State, 
ad libitum. Both propositions in lieu were voted down by the 
votes of Mr. Watson and the Treasurer, making a tie. Ij'he un- 
dersigned then moved to amend Mr, Watson's scheme by striking 
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out the first resolution, which, it will be seen, simply proposes a 
speculation in Tennessee bonds, to the extent of selling one mil- 
lion and buying one million. The striking out of this resolution 
would have left, in full force, all that concerned the payment of 
the debts of the State. This was voted down by the same vote. 
The undersigned then moved to restrict the rate of interest in 
gold on the proposed gold bonds to 7 per cent. This, too, was 
lost by the above tie vote. The undersigned also moved to amend, 
so as to provide that the gold bonds should be sold at par, and 
that the bonds to be bought should be bought at not more than 
the market price. This, too, was voted down by the same votes. 
The main question was then put, and the Governor's indorsement 
being counted as his vote, was carried over the vote of the under- 
signed and the Comptroller, who presented the following joint 
protest which was spread upon the minutes of the Board: 

"PBOTEST OF THE SBOBETABT OF STATE AND OOMPTBOLLEB.'' 

"The undersigned most earnestly protest against the action of 
the Board in adopting the proposition of the President of the 
Bank of Tennessee, for the following reasons: 

"First. The main feature of the scheme, that of selling the 
bonds of the State indiscriminately, with a view to purchasing 
other bonds of the State without reference to the time of maturi- 
ty, is wholly illegal — there being nothing in the law creating the 
Board, or elsewhere, authorizing the Board to borrow money or 
to issue new bonds for any other purpose than the payment of the 
interest <»n the State debt, and so much of the principal as may 
fall due within three years from the passage of the law. The 
bonds will, therefore, be illegally issued, and the sale of them a 
fraud. 

"Second. The facts assumed in the preamble do not exist, viz: 
Thtit the State has an opportunity to make or save $300,000 by 
the operation of borrowing money on six months' time, to buy 
a million dollars of our six per cent, bonds, by the issuance and 
sale of gold-bearing bonds sufficient to repay the money borrow- 
ed. It may be easily shown by calculation, that by. the time the 
gold is purchased to pay the interest and principal of the new 
bonds the State will lose by the transaction, besides the expense 
of issuing and selling said bonds. 

"Third. It is discreditable and dishonorable to the State to 
go into market with a proposition to purchase its own bonds at 
a discount of thirty per cent., and being without profit is wholly 
unwarrantable, and will create suspicions of dishonest purposes, 

"Fourthly. The constitution has fixed the rate of interest in 
Tennessee at six per cent., to be uniform throughout the State. 
The courts of Tennessee can give judgment for no higher rate, 
nor can the Federal courts, upon contracts made in this State. 
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Id the case of a State bond, the contract is the bond, and is made 
at the Executive ofiSce. The issuance of seven per cent, bonds, 
which now actually bear au interest of 9.80 in legal tender money, 
is therefore, to say the least, of questionable constitutionality, 
and though the State will never repudiate them on legal grounds 
alone, it is not likely that well informed dealers will buy them. 
The bends being payable in New York, where seven per cent, is 
allowed, may be techDically legal, but it is actually usury on the 
people, because if the bonds be made payable in Tennessee they 
would be void. 

"Fifthly. The proposition does not provide that the bonds 
shall be sold at par. The law declares they shall be sold in no 
other way. The scheme only provides that they be sold so as to 
reduce the bonded debt of the State. Our agent may, therefore, 
deliver gold seven per cent, bonds iu exchange for our six per 
cent, bonds, at but one cent difference. Other reasons might be 
given for condemning this movement, but are, perhaps, uuneces- 
sary here; because of all which the undersigned protest, and move 
to have this, their protest, spread upon the minutes of the Board. 

"A. J. Fletchbb, 
"Secretary of State, and ex-offido member of the Board. 

"G. W. Blaokbubn, 
"President Board of Finance." 

Motives of delicacy induced the protesting members to withhold 
in this protest many of their objections to Mr. Watson's scheme. 
Speculating in Tennessee bonds, which is now denounced as "foul 
conspiracy/' was, by this act, legalized in one of its officers, with 
all the risk to the State, and all the profit, if he choose to accept 
it, to himself He was sanguine of buying in our bonds at sev- 
enty cents in currency. 

The undersigned are unable to see the difference in business 
morals, between a State, by law, buying its bonds at thirty per 
cent, discount, and a broken citizen compounding with his cred* 
itors at seventy cent's in the dollar. The one is as much bank- 
ruptcy as the other 

The power that Mn Watson's scheme confers upon the agent to 
be appointed under it, to enrich himself at the expense of the 
State, is among the most serious objections to it. Take the scheme 
as it was when it was forced through the Board, and as it was 
when the undersigned withdrew from the Board, and as it still is, 
so far as the undersigned have any information, and any stock 
operator will give fifty thousand dollars for the agency. Without 
violating either the letter or the spirit of his authority, he may 
realize just such sums as his conscience will permit. At present 
rates, 7 per cent, in gold is equal to 9.80 per cent, in currency. 
The gold-bearing bonds ought, therefore, to be worth a large pre- 
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miam in carrency. Six per cent in gold makes United States 
bonds worth lOSi, and, at that rate, 7 per cent, in gold woald 
make them worth a little over 110. Suppose oar agent should 
be one who might be tempted by a hundred thousand dollars to do 
a perfectly safe thing; and suppose our gold bonds to be worth 
only 106; under the act he is only bound to account for par — 100. 
Things are often done by stock dealers '^ on the square/' that is, 
secretly. The agent will have no difBiculty in reserving the pre- 
mium of six per cent, to himself. This is apparently a small 
sum, but, on the sale of a million dollars, it amounts to $60,000. 
The next operation will be the purchase of a million of dollars 
of our six per cent, currency bonds. Suppose them to be actually 
worth seventy cents on the dollar, but the ^'square" may 
again be brought into the operation, and our agent give seventy- 
four cents on the dollar; four cents is reserved to make up that 
" compensation'' which the Board has failed to provide for him. 
This four cents on a million of our bonds makes $40,000 more. 
The agent will have no trouble in accounting for all this in his re- 
port to the Board. His report may show that he sold his gold 
bonds in the midst of a money pressure, and bought the other 
bonds on a rise produced by the very purchase he was proposing 
to make. And, for this matter, he may so make his report as to 
be able to withh<»ld a hundred thousand more. These operations 
the people of the State will never know anything of. They will 
feel it in their taxes, but will not know the cause. It is true, the 
agent is to be a member of the Board, and the presumption is, 
that they are, in the langucige of Mr. Watson, ^ above suspicion.' 
The undersigned did not desire to lead any member of the Board 
into such temptation, but would prefer to restrain one who mani- 
fests a decided willingness to go without leading The scheme 
provides that ^ no compensation ' is to be given to the agent by the 
Board. He bestows his time and labor, and the vast responsibil- 
ity of handling millions, for the benefit of the State, and must 
take care of himself as far as compensation is concerned. 

While Mr. Watson's scheme was pending before the Board, he 
repeatedly declared that he did not design to interfere with the 
funding of the May bonds. And on the day his scheme passed, 
in reply to a remark by the OomptroUer, he emphatically denied 
any purpose of buying in the May bonds; yet, three days after, 
when the affair became public, when some confessions became 
necessary, be avowed, and now reports, that it was that million of 
bonds he designed to buy. They were then in process of being 
funded, under the order of the Board, passed early in the previous 
month. So that this version of the proposition is an afterthought 
and subterfuge, thought of when his designs were detected and 
exposed to the public. 

Seeing that the agent might enrich himself to the amount of 
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hundreds of thonsands of dollars at the expense of the State; 
and seeing that, by the votes of the intended agent every restric- 
tion upon him was steadily voted down, knowing that he had 
already been to New York and made private conditional contracts 
to the extent of millions, the undersigned could not resist the con- 
clusion that the first section of the scheme was simply intended to 
legalize an immen ses peculation on the part of the agent at the cost of 
the tax-payers of the State. Convinced of this, ne determined to 
lay the matter before the public, as the only means left of defeat- 
ing it; but as the Board hsis passed an order enjoining secrecy he 
coald not do so without withdrawing from the Board. He did 
so, and immediately placed copies of the docunients in the hands 
of the printer. The undersigned seeks to avoid no responsibility 
growing out of this step. The publication had exactly the effect 
he intended. The speculation was defeated, and even the project 
of issuing gold bonds to pay interest was abandoned. If I did 
wrong, be the penalty upon me. I am not able to see my error, 
and, therefore, not ready to confess the sin. 

It is true that, after the Comptroller and the undersigned had 
withdrawn frbm the Board, and only Mr. Watson and the Treas- 
urer remained, and, after it was announced that the proceedings 
would be published, Mr. Watson did offer some of the amend- 
ments which had been offered by the undersigned, and which he 
had just voted against; but they did not pass, as there was no 
Board voting. 

It appears from the Governor's message that the Board, reor- 
ganized at Enoxville, and refused to recognize the right of the 
Comptroller and the Secretary to withdraw from the Board, or re- 
sign their seats in it. But the said Board, with a single excep- 
tion, have not only failed to give the undersigned any notice or 
invitation to attend their meetings, but have carefully kept their 
proceedings a secret from the Comptroller and the undersigned. 
But of this no complaint is made. 

It may be said that the undersigned should have remained in 
the Board of Finance, in order to execute that portion of the Act 
giving the Board supervision over Receivers of Railroads. The 
minutes of the Board will show that every effort to bring said 
Receivers to account utterly failed. They claimed that they had 
been appointed by the Governor, and amenable to him alone. 
The Receiver of the Nashville & North- Western Railroad had 
received ?100,000 in bonds, which had been appropriated to the 
company. It was with much diflSculty the undersigned could get 
an order passed, requiring him to report what disposition he had 
made of these bonds. After much delay he made an unintelligi-' 
ble report, through the newspapers, addressed to the Governor ^ 
and refused to report to the Board. 

The Receiver of the McMinnville & Manchester Road gave no 
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bonds under the Act of 1867, bnt was continued in possession of 
the Koad until recently, without such bond, and without report. 

It came to the knowledge of the Board that the Receiver of the 
Memphis, Clarkgville & Louisville Eailroad had appropriated to 
himself a salary of $10,000 a year, whereas, under the Act of 1861, 
he was entitled to but $2,000, and," instead of coming to the 
Comptroller to have his claim audited, as required by express law, 
he had so far imposed upon the Governor as to get the voucher 
for his first month's salary (?833) approved by him, after which 
he simply paid himself, without consalting either the Governor or 
Comptroller. 

The undersigned found himself powerless in all these cases, and 
gave up all hope of effecting anything for the State. 

The undersigned admits it to be his solemn duty to perform 
every trust assigned him by the Legislature, but, when the Board 
of Finance assumed to set on foot a gigantic speculation, outside 
of all law, they ceased to be a Board of Finance, and could not 
command, and did not desire the presence of those opposed to the 
schome. 

Subsequent events have shown that the Comptroller and the 
undersigned were not mistaken in the designs of Mr. Watson, nor 
^ as to the cause of his eagerness to get into his gold bond specula- 
tion. Defeated in his main scheme, he, nevertheless, went to 
New York, as the agent of the Board of Finance, and plunged 
at once into speculation in Tennessee bonds. Deprived of the 
coveted million in gold, he could only resort to other resources, 
which, Senators are apprized, are quite convenient to him for cap- 
ital. When the .Comptroller reached New York to provide for 
the payment of the July interest, under the first order of the 
Board, having with him some $40,000 of funds of the State, 
Watson met him and urged him at once to engage in buying 
Tennessee bonds. That oflScer declined the "foul conspiracy." 
With characteri.stic persistency, Watson went to Mr. C. M. Mc- 
Ghee, and begged him to see the Comptroller, and get him to em- 
bark in the speculation. 

About this time, Watson, through Mr. Bosson, (who seems to 
have attended Mr. Watson throughout his operations,) demanded 
of the Comptroller the sum of $10,000, which had been advanced 
by the purchaser of the Agricultural College land scrip, "to buy 
bonds with." To those who know Comptroller Blackburn, I need 
not say that this operation failed; much less need I describe the 
manner in which this bite of the shark was parried. 

When Watson had procured a sufficient amount of Tennessee 
bonds, he prepared a pamphlet, which he read to various persons, 
including Col. Sam Tate, Col. McGhee, and others, in which he 
stated that the State had a million of surplus in her treasury. He 
handed round a few copies only, and under the bulling effect of 
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this pamphlet he probably sold oat. The pamphlet now circulated 
by Mr. Watson, and referred to in his report, is the same, with the 
bulling clauses left out. 

I call the attention of the Legislature to the fact that the Act 
creating the Board of Finance requires the Board* to lay the record 
of their proceedings before, the Legislature. So far, the record has 
been suppressed. Let the record, which is not voluminous, be laid 
before the Legislature. By that I am willing to be tried. If the 
Legislature demand his further services on the Board, he will 
either " obey instructions or resign," and will await instructions 
from your honorable body. A. J. FLETCHER, 

Secretary of State. 

On motion of Mr. Lindsley, the Report was referred to the 
Committee on Finance, Ways and Means, and one thousand 
copies ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate. 

Report No. 4, from the Judiciary Committee, to-wit: 

Mr. Speaker: — The Committee have had under consideration 
Senate Bilk No. 2, and report the same back, and ask that it be 
passed on its second reading, and then re committed to the Ju- 
diciary Committee. 

Wm. H. Wiseneb, Sb., Chairman. 

Mr. Rodgers introduced Senate Bill No. 3, to-wit: "A Bill 
for An Act to preserve the public peace." 

Passed first reading, and referred to the Judiciary Committee; 
and, on motion of Mr. Wisener, one hundred copies ordered to 
be printed for the use of the Senate. 

The Speaker presented the following Message from his Excel- 
lency, the Grovernor, to-wit: 

Executive Office, ) 

Nashville, July 28, 1868. j 
Oentlemen of the Legislature: . 

I respectfully submit to you the enclosed Memorial, from 
Maury County, at the request of the Committee appointed to lay 
it before me. 

W. G. Bbownlow. 

Mr. Frierson moved to refer the subject matter of the Message 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Lindsley called for the Ayes and Noes, with the following 
result: 

Ayes,--. . 11 

Noes, 10 
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Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 
Messrs. Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fason, Henderson, Lindsley, 
Lyle, McOall, Nelson, Wisener and Wyatt. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Garner, Keith, Matthews, Norman, Patterson, Parker, 
Bodgers, Wilson and Mr. Speaker Senter. 

Mr. Wisener moved to print one hundred copies of the Com- 
munication referred to in the Governor's Message. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Frierson, the vote referring the subject mat- 
ter of the Governor's Message to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, was reconsidered. 

Mr. Bodgers moved to print two hundred and eighty copies of 
said Communication. 

Withdrawn. 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, the Communication was laid on 
the table. 

Senate Bill No. 2, was taking up on its second reading. 

Passed, and recommitted to the Judiciary Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Wisener, one hundred and forty copies of 
said Bill were ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Lindsley, 

The Senate adjourned until Monday, 3 o'clock, P. M. 



MONDAY AFTEBNOON, AUGUST 10, 1868. 



Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Chair. 

Prayer by Bev. Mr. Campbell. 
Boll called under the rules. 

Present, 16 

Absent, -- 9 

Senators present, were: 

Messrs. Cate, Elliott, Frierson, Fusou, Garner, Henderson, 
Keith, Lindsley, Lyle, Nelson, Norman, Patterson, Parker, Smith, 
Wyatt and Mr. Speaker Senter. 
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Senators absent, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Eaton, Matthews, McCall, Rodgers, Under- 
wood, Wisener and Wilson. 

The SpjBaker announced no quorum present, and, 

On motion of Mr. Lindsley, 

The Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M., to*morrow« 



TUESDAY AFTERNOON, AUGUST 11, 1868. 



Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Chair. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Oampbell. 
Roll called under the rules. 

Present, -. . - 18 

Absent, - - - ... — - — 7 

Senators present, were: 

Messrs. Gate, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, Garner, Henderson, 
Keith, Lindsley, Lyle, Nelson, Norman, Patterson, Parker, Rod- 
gers, Smith, Wisener, Wyatt and Mr. Speaker Senter. 

Senators absent, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Eckel, Eaton, Matthews, McCall, Under- 
wood, and Wilson. 

The Speaker announced a quorum present, and the Minutes of 
the 6th and 10th insts. were read and approved. 

Mr. Lyle presented a Petition from citizens of Obion Oounty, 
asking the removal of political disabilities, and praying that the 
Militia be not called ont. 

On motion of Mr. Garner, that part of the Petition relating 
to the franchise, was referred to the Committee on the Constitu- 
tion; and that part relating to the calling out of the Militia, 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

Report No. 5, from the Committee on the Penitentiary: 

Mr. Speaker: — The Committee on the Penitentiary have had 
that part of the Governor's Message, which refers to a full set- 
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tlement with the Lessees, under coofiideration, and after a pa- 
tient investigation of the entire subject of the fire, its origin, and 
the contract for re-building the East Wing of the Penitentiary, 
in conjunction with the Special Committee of the House ot 
Eepresentatives, appointed to take into consideration the i&ame 
subject, beg leave to report, that the Directors, at present acting, 
E. A. Otis, A. G. Sharp, and 0. Eobinson, have had a full settle- 
ment of all matters in dispute between the former Directors and 
the Lessees, except the one item, of an abatement of the charge, 
for the labor of the convicts, from the 22nd day of June, the 
date of the fire, to the 30th day of September, 1867, inclusive. 
In addition to the testimony that your Committee took on this 
subject at the regular Session of the Legislature, last Winter, of 
the former Directors, Samuel E. Hare, A. B. Sfaankland, and W. 
Mills, of J. S. Hull, former Warden J. J. Swiggert, Clerk of the 
Prison, Charles Hodshire, night guard, and John Ward, Master 
Mechanic for the Lessees; the Committee have taken the testi- 
mony, under oath,' of the present Directors, E, A. Otis, A. G. 
Sharp, and C. Robinson, of J. T. Elsom, former guard, F. D. 
Harwell, foreman for the Lessees, during the construction of the 
building; and have also, re-examined the former Directors, be- 
sides some other unimportant testimony; all of which is herewith 
filed. From the weight of the testimony, a majority of the Com- 
mittee have instructed me to report and recommend the adoption 
of the accompanying Besolutions, all of which is respectfully 
submitted. W. T. Elliott, Chairman. 

Senate Joint Resolution No. 7, reported by the Committee on 
the Penitentiary : 

Resolved by the Qenerai Assembly of the State of Tennessee, 
That the Directors of the Tennessee Penitentiary are hereby au- 
thorized to make an abatement to the Lessees of ten thousand 
six hundred and fifty-nine, (?10,659) dollars, and forty-eight 
(48) cents, being one-half the amount charged to said Lessees for 
convict labor from the 22nd of June, 1867, to the 30th day of 
December, 1867; provided^ however y that this is accepted by the 
Lessees, as a full settlement of all matters arising out of the fire 
as between them and the Directors, or the State of Tennessee; 
And be it further 

Resolvedy In the event the Lessees do not accept the above 
Resolution as a final adjustment of the claim which the State 
has against the Lessees for the labor of the convicts from the 
22nd day of June, 1867, to the 30th day of December, 1867, the 
Directors of the Penitentiary are hereby instructed to place the 
entire matter in the hands of the Attorney-General of the State, 
to be prosecuted to a final settlement in the Courts. 

Laid over under the rules. 
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On motion of Mr. Lindsley, one hundred and forty (140) cop- 
ieSy together with the Report of the Committee, were ordered to 
be printed for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. Norman introduced Senate Bill No. 4, to-wit: " A Bill 
to defray the expenses of this General Assembly." 

Passed first reading, and withdrawn by Mr. Norman, Chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance, Ways and Means. 

House Joint Resolution No. 16, adopted in lieu of Senate 
Joint Resolution No. 6, was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Lindsley, passed over informally. 

Beport No. 6, from the Committee -on enrolled Bills, to-wit: 

Mr. Speaker: — The Committee have examined Senate Resolu- 
tions Nos. 2, 3, 6 and 8, and find them correctly engrossed. 

A. M. Oate, Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Lindsley, 

The Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M., Thursday. 



THURSDAY AFTERNOON, AUGUST 13, 1868. 



Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Chair. 

Prayer by Rev. Mr. Gillenwaters. 
Roll called under the rules. 

Present, 20 

Absent, - 5 

Senators present, were: 

Messrs. Cate, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, Gamer, 
Henderson, Keith, Lindsley, Lyie, Matthews, McCall Norman, 
Patterson, Parker, Rodgers, Smith, Wyatt, and Mr. Speaker 
Senter. 

Senators absent, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Nelson, Underwood, Wisener and Wilson. 

The Speaker announced a quorum present, and the Minutes of 
the last meeting were read and approved. 
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Mr. Nelson was granted leave of absence on account of sick- 
ness. 

The Speaker presented a Communication from Judge Watson, 
President of the Board of Finance, in reply to the Beport of 
Hon. A. J. Fletcher, Secretary of State. 

Mr. Lindsley moved a transmission of the Communication to 
the House of Representatives. 

Lost; and on motion of Mr. Eodgers, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance, Ways and Means. 

Mr. Cate offered Senate Joint Besolution Ko. 8, to-wit: 

Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee, 
That the Comptroller of the Treasury is hereby respectfully in- 
structed not to pay any money out pf the Treasury of the State 
to Railroad Receivers, until said Receivers have made a full and 
complete settlement, and complied, in every respect, with the law 
of the State pertaining to their duties. 

On motion, the rules were suspended, and the Resolution taken 
up, adopted, and its transmission ordered to the House of Re- 
presentatives. 

Mr. Smith was granted leave of absence for to-morrow. 

Mr. Nt)rman presented the Report of G. W. Blackburn, Comp- 
troller of the Treasury, rendering an account of his connection 
with the Board of Finance, as follows; 

Comptbolleb's Office, ) 
Nashville, Tenn., August 6, 1868. ) 

To the Oenerai Assembly of the State of Tennessee: 

Gentlemen: In answer to a resolution adopted by your 
honorable body, casing on me to render an account of my ''stew- 
ardship'' while a member of the Board of Finance, and my rea- 
son for not participating in the proceedings of said Board of late, 
I have the honor to present to your honorable body the following 
communication. 

Permit me here to state that the course pursued by me while 
a member of the Board was advisedly, deliberately and intention- 
ally pursued, wholly uninfluenced by any individual member of 
the Board, or by any party or "Ring" outside of the Board. The 
law creating the Board was before me. The State with all her 
laboring millions — their necessities, their hopes and their fears. 
The present condition of things in the State, financial and politi- 
cal, the work for the patriot to do to- day , and the hopes of the 
patriot touching the proximaie and remote future of the State, 
were ali before me; and were studied with an anxiety and earn- 
estness and persevering determination, in the presence of which 
selfishness did not only not exist, but cannot. 
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Seeing that the law conferred on the 3oard almost anlimited 
power over the control of the fiDances of the State; and learning 
that one of the members of the Board, Samuel Watson, Presi- 
dent of the Bank of Tennessee, had left for New York as soon ' 
as the law was enacted, taking a copy of the law with him, to 
confer with capitalists there, without even speaking to any other 
member of the Board in regard to the policy to be pursued; and 
learning also that he was in favor of issuing gold-bearing bonds, 
indefinitely, either to be sold for currency, with which to redeem 
an indefinite number of our outstanding bonds, or to give them 
in exchange for said outstanding bonds; also, that he was cor- 
responding with capitalists here in relation to the certainty of 
the success of his scheme to '^buU" the price of bonds, and that 
some of the parties here had ventured on the same, and that one 
speculator in this city had been telegraphed by said member of 
the Board to meet him in New York — and ail this before the or- 
ganization of the Board, and without having consulted the views 
of one single other member of the Board. Seeing all this, my 
mind became oppressed with most serious apprehensions, and I 
viewed the situation with intense anxiety. Failing to convince 
myself that the interests of the State could be advanced by the 
issuance of gold-bearing bonds for any purpose, I determined to 
oppose the measure by all means available while in tlys office, 
either as a member of the Board or as Comptroller, and in the 
end to resign my office as Comptroller before I would sign the cou- 
pons on gold-bearing bonds. 

My proposition was to fund the bonds that matured May 7, 
1868, and to borrow enough money, if necessary, to help to pay 
the July interest, and then to wait for the meeting of the Legis- 
lature in November next. 

In process of time, Mr. Watson returned from New York. He 
and I, at his request, had a private interview, at the commence- 
ment of which he said if he and I could not agree, he would have 
nothing to, do with the Board. I told him I never would sup- 
port his poKcy of issuing gold-bearing bonds; but feelings of deli- 
cacy prompted me to suggest the impropriety of his withdrawing 
from the Board. 

The Board met and organized on the 9th day of April. 1 was 
fully ready for the work. It is proper to state that at this time 
the Board was a unit on the bond question and on the question 
of the July interest, Mr. Watson being excepted. 

The Board being organized and ready for business, the Secre- 
tary of State introduced the following "orders," both of which 
were unanimously adopted, to- wit: 

"Order No. 1. — Ordered by the Board of Finance of the State 
of Tennessee, That six per cent, coupon bonds of the State be 
issued to such of the creditors of the State as may bold any per- 
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tioa of the boada issued in May, 1838, for the et^tftblishmeni of 
the Bank of Tennessee; said {ne\f) bonds to be dated and bear- 
ing interest from the first day of July, 1868, payable semi-annu- 
ally on the first days of July a&d January, the bonds to fall due 
on the 1st day of July, 1898; and that the President of the 
Board be authorized and directed to procure the necessary en* 
graving, and to notify said bondholders by advertisement, in New 
York, to present their bonds for renewal during the present year; 
and that the interest on said outstanding bonds be paid up to 
July 1, 1868, in currency. 

"OitDBR No. 3. — Ordered by the Board of Finance of the Stat^ 
of Tennessee^ That the Comptroller of the State be, and he is 
hereby, directed to call upon the Governor, from time to time, for 
a sufiicient amount of the bonds of the State, similar to those 
provided for in the order of the Board proposing to fund the 
bonds issued to the Bank of Tennessee in the yeir 1838, which 
the said Comptroller may hypothecate so as to raise a sufficient 
sum to meet any deficit in the treasury for the payment of the 
July intereet on the State debt, and for the payment of the in- 
debtedness of the State to the Fourth National Bank of New 
York, for advances made to pay interest herej^fore; Provided, 
that the terms on which said hypothecation may be negotiated 
shall first be submitted to this Board, for which purpose the said 
Comptroller may call a special meeting, if necessary; and he 
shall report his action from time to time, and be subject to the 
order of the Board." 

At a subsequent meeting of the Board the date of the ma- 
turity of the bonds, the issuance of which is thus provided for, 
was changed to January 1, 1900. The result of the operations 
of Board at this, its first meeting, was such as to remove from 
my mind all apprehensions of danger in the future ; for Mr. 
Watson's scheme had been freely canvassed by all the members of 
the Board, before its organization, and earnestly, unanimously 
condemned. Noto, the Board had met and organized; had "or- 
dered" the funding of the May bonds, and the borrowing of money 
on the hypothecation of the regular 6 per cent, coupon bonds of 
the State, I considered the crisis as being passed, and with 
my mind much relieved, proceeded at once to give the "notice" 
and to order the one thousand bonds, as directed in Order No. 1. 
Soon after 'the publication of this ^'notice" in the New York p«i- 
pers, the May bonds began to arrive for funding, and I give it as 
niy opinion, that had not it been for the expectation that seemed 
to begin to be entertained by the holders of these bonds, that 
Mr. Watson's scheme— the issuance of gold-bearing bondis — 
would ultimately succeed, those May bonds would, by this time, 
have been funded. In a short time, I received the one thousand 

7 S 
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bonds from the National Bank Note Company, New York, and 
have funded 167 of the May bonds. 

From the 9th of April to the 13th of May, the action of the 
Board was not of sufficient importance to justify a recapitula- 
tion here, especially as the General Assembly has called on the 
present Secretary of the Board for a transcript of the record. 

A short time before the 13th of May, I heard that the Govern- 
or had decided to sanction Mr. Watson's "plan." 

It is important to state here that Mr. Watson had not attend- 
ed all the meetings of the Board, and that on such occasions the 
Board had adjourned without the transaction of business, because 
of his absence. A few days, however, before the 13th, Mr. Wat- 
son appeared and called earnestly and persistently for a meeting. 
As I had learned that the Governor had decided to vote for Mr. 
Watson's scheme, and as the Secretary of State was absent, I 
opposed the transaction of business. At the earnest solicitations 
of Mr. Watson, however, "to call a meeting of the Board, and 
then adjourn, without the transaction of business, merely to have 
the record show that the Board had met and adjourned," I called 
the Board to "order,"' and Mr. Watson read a resolution to ad- 
journ to meet at KnoxvUle, 

After having expressed tu Mr. Watson some of my views and 
feelings relative to the hypocrisy, false pretenses, etc., of the course 
he proposed, I appealed to Col. Henry, to prevent the complete 
disruption of the Board, and the nullifying of all it had done, by 
helping me to kill the resolution. He did so, and we adjourned 
to a day fixed. 

When the Board met, May 13th, Mr. Watson offered the follow- 
ing resolution, No. 15, which sets forth his scheme in a modified 
shape; 

"Whereas, The State of Tennessee has an opportunity of pro- 
curing a loan, on six months' time, to buy the bonds of Tennessee 
to the amount of two millions of dollars; and whereas^ the pur- 
chase of bonds at the present market rates, would save the State 
upwards of $300,000 in every million of dollars purchased, and 
would probably save the State a considerable sum annually in in- 
terest, and would certainly increase the market value of the bonds 
of the State; Therefore, 

"jBe it resolved^ That it is to the interest of the State to pur- 
chase immediately, one million dollars of its bonds, to be paid 
for by the issuance of gold-bearing bonds, at a rate of interest 
not exceeding seven per cent., provided the purchase can be made 
at such a price as will certainly reduce the debt of the State. 

^^BeBolvedy In order to relieve the present pressure upon the 
treasury, and in order to enable the treasury to meet the wants 
of common schools, it is the interest of the State to sell an 



9d 

amaant of gold-beariog bonds sufficient to pay the balance now 
owing the Fourth National Bank of New York, and sufficient to 
pay the amount of interest maturing in July next, that the rail- 
roads may be unable to pay; provided, that such bonds can be 
negotiated at par, at a rate of interest not exceeding that author* 
ized by the Act creating the Board of Finance. 

^^Beaolvedy That an agent shall be appointed by this Board, 
out of its own n^embcrs, to proceed to New York and other points, 
with authority to carry into eflfect the provisions of the above 
resolutions, to attend to the financial interests of the State at 
those points; and that this agent shall also have the authority to 
advance the credit of the State, by publishing through the press, 
and by visiting in person, bondholders and others interested in the 
State of Tennessee. The expenses of this agency to be paid for 
by the Board, but no compensation for time given or services 
rendered by him, to be allowed." 

Let it be remembered, that Mr. Watson's scheme, of which the 
foregoing preamble and resolution is a modification, had been ful- 
ly discussed in New York before the organization of the Board; 
in fact, that the whole matter had been originated in New York. 

After reading the resolution, the subject w^s fully discussed by 
the Board, during which I informed the Board that I would op- 
pose the policy indicated by all the means available, and that I 
would never sanction it. 

The Secretary of State then offered the following, in lieu of 
Mr. Watson's resolution: 

< 'PROPOSITION IN LIBU BT THS SJBCBSTABT OF STATB, BUBCTBD BT TIB VOTB. 

" Ordered by the Boards That the Comptroller be authorized 
and required to borrow as much money as, in his judgment, may 
be necessary to pay the July interest on the State debt, and the 
debt owing to the Fourth National Bank of New York; and that to 
to enable him to do so, he may contract for the delivery of the bonds 
of the State, bearing such rate of interest in gold or currency as 
will command a par price." 

The Board then ordered Mr. James Plunket, the then Secretary 
of the Board, to send the two foregoing propositions to the Gov- 
ernor, to be examined by him, and then returned to the Board by 
mail, with instructions for the casting of his vote, etc. 

The Board then adjourned, and met again on the 18th of May. 
The propositions having been returned by the Q-overnor the pack- 
age was opened, and it appeared that the Grovernor had approved, 
or at least voted for, Mr. Watson's resolution f / was perfectly 
astonished. My heart grew sick, and I felt that these were truly 
"evil days." The crisis had again arrived, and the "tug of war'* 
had truly come. 
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I looked upon Mr. Watson's scheme simply as a system of things 
devised by heartless speculators, to ^^bull" the price of oar bonds 
for selfish parposes of speculation, in whidi the State was the 
victim, and by which they hoped to enrich themselves at the ex- 
pense and disgrace of the State. But the majority now, for all 
practical purposes, was against me. Being satisfied as to what 
Mr. Watson's designs were — his "wheels within a wheel" — I ap- 
plied my mind to "close thought" on the subject, for the purpose 
of devising some means yet to prevent the world from being flood- 
ed with gold-bearing bonds, for the redemption of which the State 
of Tennessee would be bound. 

Remembering that Col. Henry had told me that he was oppos- 
ed to the issuance of gold-bearing bonds for any other purpose 
than that of raising enough money to help to pay the July inter- 
est, and to give the necessary relief to the State treasury to ena- 
ble the State to extend some assistanoe to the common schools, 
and believing that Mr. Watson had deceived the Colonel into the 
supposition that he (Mr. Watson) intended nothing more, I offer- 
ed the fallowing — after having read the Act creating the Board, 
and addressed remarks explanatory to the Colonel, showing plain- 
ly and emphatically that the adoption of my resolution would 
secure all that he asked for. Daring all the time occupied by me 
in addressing the Colonel, Mr. Watson continued to make re- 
marks — of course I do not m«an to say continuously and without 
intermission — calculated, and, as I well knew, intended to dis- 
tract his mind from an understanding of the truth involved in the 
matter: 

*<PB0P08ITI0N IV LIXV VT THB 0OMPTttOI»XilBR, SfeMOTBD BT ffIB TOTS. 

^^Besolution No, IS, offered m lieu of BesokMon No, 15, offered 
by tke Preeideni of the Bank of Tenneeseey on the \5th ingt^ at 
the last meeting of the Board of Finance, as said Beaolution 
No, 15 now stancb: 

**Whbrbas, In the opinion of this Board, a sufficient sum of 
money cannot be collected from the railroads of the State and all 
the sources of State revenue, to pay the interest falling due July 
1st, 1868, on the State debt; (md whereas j in the opinion of the 
Board of Finance, the importance of the prompt payment of said 
interest may be regarded as justifying a resort to extraordinary 
means of raising funds for that specific purpose; Therefore, 

'^Ordered by the Boards That the President of the Board be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to pall on the Grovernor 
of the State to issue a sufficient number of 7 per cent, coupon 
bonds of the State, for one thousand dollars each, dated July 1st, 
1868, and to fall due January Ist, 1900, interest payable semi- 
annually in New York — both principal and interest payable in 
gold — ^to supply the deficit due on the July interest, 1868, and 
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for no other pnrpoBe, after paying on said inteiest aceount erery 
dollar that is coUeoted from the railroads, and every dollar that 
can be furnished from the revenue of the State; Provided, that 
said bonds can be sold for onrreacy at par; Provided, furthety 
that the said President be required to report to this Board the 
terms and manner of sale, before said bonds are delivered. 

^^ Or dertdy further y That the President of the Board be, and he 
is hereby, instructed to employ the National Bank Note Compa- 
ny, of New York, to prepare a suitable plate, and to engrave said 
boAds." 

The vote was then taken on my substitute, and it was rejected 
by a tie vote. 

Mr Watson's resolution was then carried by the votes of him- 
self, the Governor and Ool. Henry. 

Being fully imbued with the "spirit of the case" on that day, 
and fully understanding the situation, I could not, and I did not, 
oOierwise look upon the spectacle before me, nor contemplate the 
nature and condition of said spectacle and situation, than with 
unutterable and indescribable contempt, loathing and disgust. 

The following Protest was then presented to we Board by Sec- 
retary Fletcher and myself, jointly: 

"protest of the sborbtary of state and comptroller, 

'^The undersigned most earnestly protest against the action of 
the Board, in adopting the proposition of the President of the 
Bank of Tennessee, for the following reasons: 

"First. The main feature of the scheme, that of selling the 
bonds of the State indiscriminately, with a view to purchasing 
other bonds of the State, without reference to the time of matur- 
ity, is wholly illegal, there being nothing in the law creating the 
Board, or elsewhere, authorizing the Board to borrow money, or 
issue new bonds for any other purpose than the payment of the 
interest on the State debt, and so much of the principal as may 
fall due within three years from the passage of the law^ The 
bonds will, therefore, be illegally issued, and Ihe sale of them, a fraud. 

"Second. The facts assumed in the preamble do not exist, viz: 
That the State has an opportunity to make or save $300,000 by 
the operation of borrowing money on six months' time, to buy a 
million of dollars of our six per cent, bonds, by the issuance and 
sale of gold-bearing bonds sufficient to repay the money borrowed. 
It may be easily shown by calculation, that, by the time the gold 
is purchased to pay the interest and principal of the new bonds, 
the State will lose by the transaction, besides the expense of issu- 
ing and selling said bonds. 

"Third. It is discreditable and dishonorable to the State, to go 
into market with a {ffopoeition to purchase its own bonds at a 



102 

diecoant of thirty per cent., and being withoat profit, is wholly 
unwarrantable, and will create suBpicions of dishoneet purposes. 

^Tonrthly. The constitution has fixed the rate of interest in 
Tennessee at six per cent, to be uniform throughout the State. 
The courts of Tennessee can give judgment for no higher rate, 
nor can the Federal Oourts, upon contracts made in this State. 
In the case of a State bond, the contract is the bond, and is made 
at the Executive office. The issuance of seven per cent, bonds, 
which now actually bear an interest of 9 80 in legal tender money, 
is, therefore, to say the least, of questionable constitutionality; 
and though the State will never repudiate them on legal grounds 
alone, it is not likely that well-informed dealers will buy them. 
The bonds being payable in New York, where seven per cent, is 
allowed, may be technically legal, but it is actually usury on the 
people; because, if the bonds be made payable in Tennessee, they 
would be void. 

^'Fifthly. The proposition does not provide that the bonds 
should be sold at par. The law declares that they shall be sold 
in no other way. The scheme only provides that they be sold so 
as to reduce the bonded debt of the State. Our agent may, there- 
fore, deliver gold seven per cent, bonds in exchange for six per 
cent, bonds, at but one cent diflference. Other reasons might be 
given for condemning this movement, but are, perhaps, unneces- 
sary here; because of all which the undersigned protest, and move 
to have this, their Protest, spread upon the minutes of the Board. 

"A. J. Flbtohkr, 
^^ Secretary of State^ and ex- officio member of the Board, 

"G. W. Blackburn, 
^^President Board of Finanice" 

Immediately after which, I tendered to the Board my resigna- 
tion as follows: 

"Oomptrollbr's Office, ) 
Nashville, Tennessee, May 18, 1868. j 
"To the Board of Finance: 

^^ Gbktlbmen: Finding it to be impossible to support 
the financial scheme advocated by the President of the Bank of 
Tennessee, and now supported by his Excellency, the Governor, 
and being fully satisfied that I cannot advance, or protect the 
interests of the State through the Board, by longer continuing to 
be a member thereof, and being unwilling to be connected with 
measures— even by implication — which I do moat conscienciously 
believe will redound to the financial injury and disgrace of the 
State, I hereby tender to the Board this, my resignation, as a 
member of said Board, thus, at once, dissolviug my connection 
with said Board, as a member thereof. 

*^G. W. Blackburn, 
^^OomptroUer and President Board of Finance" 
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This resignation, particularly when taken in connection with 
the foregoing, will fully explain the reason why I did not con- 
tinue to act with the Board. While I continued to work with 
the Board, the interests of the State, its respectability at home, 
and its good name abroad, constituted the ^'man of my counsel." 
This I know, and to me it is enough to know. 

It is fitting, however, for me to remark here, that I did not, at 
any stage of the proceedings, regard Mr. Watson as the friend of 
tike State. I regarded him as working here in the service of a 
"ring of speculators in Tennessee Bonds, having its head in New 
York, the business of which was to "bull" the price of bonds mo- 
mentarily, so that bonds that had been bought low might be sold 
high, in the success of which operation I regarded Mr. Watson as 
being an interested party; acting upon the same principle of those 
Bailroad Receivers, who have been placed in possession of rail- 
roads to look after the "mterests of the State," and who never pay 
the State any money, being wholly regardless of the unpleasant 
straits into whiqh the "State" is driven by their infernal pro- 
ceedings. 

After the adjournment of the Board here on the 18th day of 
May, Mr. Watson and Ool. Henry repaired to Knoxville, where 
they met with the Governor, and on the 21st of May, reorganized 
the Board. My information concerning what was done at this 
meeting of the Board, was derived from the Knoxville Whig, a 
few days after the meeting of the Board. Mr. Watson had been 
made chairman of the Board, appointed agent to go to New 
York to sell six hundred seven per cent, gold-bearing bonds, to 
help pay the July interest, and to enable the State to assist the 
schools; provided these bonds could be sold at par, for currency. 
This was my understanding of the matter, and I regarded it as 
official. 

I was pleased to infer from the proceedings of this meeting, 
that the Governor had suspicioned the existence of Mr. Watson's 
cat, hitherto hid away under pretty heavy coats of sophistical 
meal, and had widely concluded to circumscribe the gold bond 
venture to the objects as above. 

When the news reached Nashville that only six hundred gold- 
bearing bonds were to be issued, a banker told me that he would 
give currency for such bonds at par. Taking this fact into con- 
sideration, I supposed Mr. Watson would sell the bonds as soon as 
he reached New York, and I supposed he wotUd go immediately to 
New York and do it. It seems from his communication to your 
honorable body, however, that he completed the terms of a loan on 
the 7th of June, seventeen days after his appointment as agent 
for that special purpose. The hurry of Mr. Watson, on account 
of the shortness of time, etc., manifested and urged about the 
10th of April, when he had the Governor's proxy in his pocket, 
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and when I desired more time to oppose bin schemes, seems to 
have vanished as soon as he obtained the agency. 

On account of facts stated above, I considered the providing of 
money for the Jnly interest as having been taken off my hands, 
because I believed Mr. Watson would sell the bonds as authorized 
by the Board — I did not suppose he was authorized to raise it in 
any other way — hence my supposition that he had failed in his 
mission, and that nothing had been done for the State, when I 
heard the bonds could only be sold conditionally, which condition 
I regarded as ending the experiment. About this time it was, 
that I was told by the President of our fiscal agency, that I 
ought to go there at once, etc.; and it was at this time, that I 
concluded to go, instead of sending for the January and May 
coupons; and it was at or about this time, that I telegraphed, or 
wrote, President Calhoun that I would be there as soon as I 
could, etc. 

As to my preventing Mr. Watson from raising money for the 
July interest, by writing to the Bank there 'Hhat I was going to 
attend to it myself^" there must be n mistake. The raising of 
money by Mr. Watson was a thing with which I had nothing to 
do. Nor did I propose to have anything to do with it; and, in 
fact, it never entered my mind to interfere with it. 

What I distinctly remember in connection with this matter, is 
this: When I became satisfied that the sal^ of gold bonds would 
not be made, and fearing that Mr, Watson would again enter into 
entangling, conditional and unnecessary contracts in the procuring 
of a loan, I wrote President Calhoun, telling him what authority 
Mr. Watson had to raise money, and how it was to be done; and 
said to him that if he did, it was all right, but if he did not, that 
I would not sanction his operations there till I knew what they 
were. 

As to the payment of a certain amount of money to the Fourth 
National Bank, (about which Mr. Watson complains,) after' the 
meeting of the Board at Knoxville, and before Mr. Watson com- 
pleted the terms of a loan in New York, June 7th, I only have 
to say that my word as Comptroller of the State, and as G. W. 
Blacicbum straight, was pledged to President Calhoun for the 
payment of that money as soon as I could pay ity and I did it. 
That is all. That the payment of old debts darkens the prospect 
of making new ones, is a proposition the philosophy of which I 
cannot comprehend. My ^^lack of financial ability," however, is 
doubtless the cause of it. 

I left for New York as soon as I could arrange matters here so 
that I could leave, having previously arranged with Col. Henry to 
forward to me at New York, to the care of the Fourth National 
Bank, all the money that came to my office or his from the rail- 
roads; $119,165.90 was received in my absence and not forwarded. 
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beoftUBe at ihb time it 'was receivad^ the Oolonel supposed I was 
on my way home. I took Mr. Pitinket with me to help me to 
county receive, cancel and bring to this office nearly $800,000 in 
coupons from the Fourth National Bank, New York, and to help 
me make a settlement with the bank in reference to the past. 

I went, not knowing what else I would hare to do, or what I 
could do; but I went with a determination to leave gold bonds 
out of any arrangements that I made. I consulted with our Con- 
gressmen in Washington as I passed on, and arrived in New York 
on the 16th of June; and the next morning called on Preisident 
Calhoun, and finding that there was no necessity for gold-bearing 
bonds, completed arrangements with him, satisfactory to him and 
fully so to me. 

After this, I called on all the holders of our May bonds that 
I could find, and arranged with them and President Calhoun in 
reference to the funding of these bonds, by which no expense 
would be incurred by the holders of the bonds, and but little to 
the State. I also saw the President and Cashier of the Manhat- 
tan Bank, in reference to the money that was to be paid into said 
bank on account of the Agricultural College land scrip of the 
State, and made an arrangement by which the money cannot be 
withdrawn without the authority of the whole Board. 

Having thu% finished my work^ leavmg nothing undone that I 
could do, or was necessary for me to do, I left the city on the 20th 
of June, well pleased, in good spirits, and with the belief that 
aU was toeU. And here let me state to your honorable body, that 
it was not the failure of the railroad men to pay before the 30th 
of June, nor my failure to stay in this office and send on money 
to New York, nor on account of my paying up the loan accounts 
of January, 1868; nor was it anything that I had written or said 
to the President of the Fourth National Bank; nor was it the 
work of the New York capitalists — none of these, nor all of them 
put together, that prevented the payment of the July interest — 
but it tvas a "bear" jtoovement, by either a Tenoessean or Ten- 
nesseans, then in New York, who, for the purpose of making mon- 
ey, sold short, and had the railroad men and the bank enjoined 
efectually to "bear" the price of bonds, so that they might buy 
bonds at a low figure to cover their engagements. 

Of course I qualify this by saying that I don't know that it is 
so; nor do I, therefore, say that it is so; but I do say that I don't 
suppose there is any one that dou't believe it, unless by a possi- 
bility I am mistaken in my belief. 

I do not believe that Mr. Watson had anything to do with the 
"bear" movement, his success depending entirely, in my opinion, 
on the success of the "bulls." 

I returned to Nashville on the evening of the 25th of June; and 
on the 26th sent to New York, to our fiscal agency, (120,665.90. 
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RejoiciDg in the belief that a better day was dawniag on odr 
State, I pursued my duties in this office, undisturbed by a thought 
of approaching difficulties, until s )me time in the day of the 29th 
of June, when Mr. McOrory, of the First Nation^il Bank of Nash- 
ville, came into this office and told me he had received a dispatch 
from New York, stating that the rumor there was, that the rail - 
road men, then in New York, would be enjoined from paying the 
State money due on the State loan. I at once telegraphed to 
President Calhoun, telling him what I had heard, and requesting 
him to tell iue if there was any truth in it. His answer, received 
the same day, was, ^Uhat the railroad men had been enjoined, and 
the report was, that the funds of the State in his bank would be 
enjoined." 

Not knowing what to think about the matter, and fearing that 
possibly some holder of our May bonds had concluded to compel 
the State to p^y said bonds, and being determined that the State 
should not undertake to do any thing under compulsion, and not 
knowing but what all my arragements there might be entangled, 
I proposed to cut the gordian knot by telegraphing the bank to 
consider, for the present, our contract for the loan cancelled, and 
to return to me, by express, all the funds in the bank to the credit 
of the State. 

The answer was, that my dispatch ^^came too late, funds all 
attached." 

My next information was, that the trial of the case was set for 
a certain day. I dispatched President Calhoun to employ coun- 
sel for the State, and have the trial hurried up. He answered 
that Judge Watson had already employed counsel. 

The trial wa;} put oflf. The next information of any importance, 
that my inquiries elicited, was, that the case would certainly be 
reached and disposed of, on the 20th July. That day passed, and 
I asked for the result, aad was told that the case was put off by 
counsel for the State, and that Judge Watson had been tele* 
graphed to, and it was thought when his evidence could be heard 
in behalf of the State, an early decision would be made in the 
matter, etc. This was dated July 23d, and is the latest informa- 
tion I have; and here, theretore. ray report to your honorable 
body closes, with a very few additional remarks. 

Believing, from intelligence received from President Calhoun, 
that the injunction case would be disposed of in favor of the State, 
on the 20th of July, I commenced preparing to go to New York, 
to again arrange for the payment of the July interest. I learned^ 
however, before the 20th arrived, that Mr. Watson denied my au- 
thority to do so, claiming that he alone possessed that authority. 
I immediately telegraphed and wrote to the Governor, requesting 
him to lay the matter before the extra session of the Legislature, 
so ihat the matter might be disposed of by your honorable body 
as you might deem most advisable. 
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Now, gentlemen of the General Assembly — after having wit- 
nessed all that I have in relation to what the Board has done, and 
what it has left undone, and what it has tried to do; and after 
having studied the Board itself, with all its circumstances, con- 
ditions and surroundings — ^allow me to say to your honorable 
body, that it is my deliberate opinion, in which I think it impos- 
sible for me to be mistaken — that the interests of the State imper- 
atively demand the instant repeal of the law creating the Board; 
and that, in the future, for a time at least, you endeavor to have 
the interest of the State looked after othertoiae than by irrespons- 
ible agents. 

In closing this report, permit me to say, that it has been hurri- 
edly written — under circumstances not favorable to the prepara- 
tion or making of a report on a subject like this, and that much 
might have been said additional to what has been said, of like 
character; but not wishing to make my r^ply to your resolution 
too cumbrous, I have tried to study brevity. 

In all that I have done, or tried to do, both while acting with 
the Board, and since, I have been governed by what I considered 
to be my duty to the State. 

I may have erred. If so, it has been in judgment, not other- 
wise. My conscience is clear. 

Your obedient servant, 

G. W. BLACKBURN, 

Comptroller, 

On motion of Mr. Lindsley, one thousand copies of the Re- 
port were ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. Gate introduced Senate Bill No. 5, to-wit: entitled " An 
Act to repeal An Act for the relief of Railroad Companies^ Re- 
ceivers, and others." 

Passed first reading, and referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Senate Joint Resolution No 7, was taken up, and passed over 
informally. 

On motion of Mr. Lindsley, 

The Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M., to-morrow. 



FRIDAY AFTERNOON, AUGUST 14, 1868. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Chair. 
Prayer by Rev. Mn Campbell. 
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Boll called under the rnlee. 

Present, 19 

Absent,... ..... ..••• — . * 6 

Senators pesent, were: 

Messrs. Cate, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, Garner, 
Henderson, Keith, Liodsley, Lyle, Matthews, McCall, Norman, 
Patterson, Parker, and Mr. Speaker Scoter. 

Senators absent, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Nelson, Smith, Underwood, Wisener, Wyatt 
and Wilson. 

The Speaker announced a quorum present, and the Minutes of 
the last meeting were read and approved. 

House Message No. 5, to- wit: 

House of Bepbbsbntatiyes, Aug. 14, 1868. 
Mr. Speaker: — I am directed by the House of Representatives 
to return herewith, Senate Joint Resolutions Nos. 4 and 5, signed 
by the Speaker of the House of Representatives; also, transmit 
herewith House Joint Resolution No. 23, adopted; for the cou* 
currence of the Senate. 

Geobgb Edgab Gbisham, 

P. 0. of the H. of R. 

The Speaker presented a Gommuuication from Judge Watson, 
asking the return of his Report, for amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Elliott, the report was ordered to be re- 
turned. 

The Speaker presented the following Message from his Excel- 
lency, the Governor, to- wit: 

ExKOUTiVB Dbpabtmbnt, I ) 

Nashville, Aug. 14, 1868. j 
Oenthmen of the Senate: 

Having designated the '^Union Pilot,'' a Republican journal 
to be established at Philadelphia, Monroe County, Tennessee, as 
an official organ for the publication of legal notices, in the Second 
Congressional District, I hereby submit the same for your con- 
firmation. W. G. Bbownlow. 

Mr. Lindsley moved a confirmation of the nomination made by 
the Governor; and the vote taken by ayes and noes, with the fol- 
lowing result; 

Ayes . ,-.19 

Noes 00 
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Senators iN^tiog in the affirmative^ were: 

Megsrs. Gate, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fason, Gtaraer, 
Henderson^ Keith, Lindsley^ Lyle, Matthevs, McCall, Norman^ 
Patterson, Parker, Bodgers, and Mr. Speaker Senter. 

So the motion carried. 

Mr. Norman returned Senate Bill No. 4, to the files of the 
Senate. 

Mr. Keith offered Senate Joint Resolution No. 9, to-wit: 

Whereas, W. Q-. Brownlow, Governor of the State of Ten- 
nessee — inspired by an unavoidable sense of official duty — did, on 
the 27th day of July last, convene this Thirty-Fifth General As- 
sembly of Tennessee in Extraordinary Session, and fairly and 
unevasively expressed the objects which he considers indispensably 
req[uiriQg legislative action; and, 

Wliere(i8y The first object alluded to in his Excellency's Mes- 
sage, is a subject in which all parties, classes and shades through- 
out the State are feeling a deep interest — causing increased con- 
fusion among the people; and. 

Whereas, The differences of opinion among members of the 
Board of Finance, have, or are, likely to bring about injurious, 
if not ruinous, results; and, 

Whereas^ Every step in the way of examination into the affairs 
and condition of the Penitentiary, prove the propriety and force 
of the suggestion made in the Message; Therefore — as further 
delay of action on our part, in sight of the financial as well as the 
political fever which is increasing each day, is not only wasting 
our time, but unfairly consuming the hard earnings of complain- 
ii;^ suffering tax^payers'^— 

Besolved by this Oenerai Assembly, That, on this, the nine- 
teenth day of our labors, we will double our diligence, by meet- 
ing earlier and working kter, until we shall have honestly and 
faithfully acoopipliehed the business we were called to do, and 
adjourn. 

Mr. Keith moved a suspension of the rules, to take up the 
Kesolution. 

Report No. 7, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, to-wit: 

Mr. Speaker: — The Committee have examined Senate Joint 
Resolution No. 8, and find it correctly enrolled. 

A. M. Cate, Chairman. 

Senate Bill No. 4, was taken up on its second reading, and 
passed. 
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House Joint Besolution No. 23, ^'proyiding for both Hoases of 
the General Assembly to take a recess from Satnrdav, 12 o'clock, 
M.y until Friday, 12 o'clock, M., the 21flt inst," was taken up. 

The question was taken on a concurrence in the Resolution, 
and Mr. Cate called for the ayes and noes, with the following 
result: 

Ayes, 12 

Noes, - 6 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 
Messrs. Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, Lindsley, Lyle, 
McOall, Patterson, Parker, Rodgers and Mr. Speaker Senter — 12. 

Senators voting in the negative were: 

Messrs. Cate, Garner, Henderson, Keith, Matthews and Nor- 
man — 6. 

So the Resolution was concurred in, and ordered to be returned 
immediately, to the House of Representatives. 

House Message No. 6, to-wit: 

House of Rbpsbsentatites, Aug. 14, 1868. 
Mr. Speaker: — I am directed by the House of Representatives, 
to transmit herewith. House Joint Resolution No. 24, adopted. 

Geoboe Edgar Gbisham, 

P. C. of the H. of R. 

House Joint Resolution No. 24, ''Lamenting the death of Hon. 
Thadeus Stephens, of Pennsylvania," was taken up^ and unan* 
imously concurred in. 

Mr. Fuson presented a Memorial from Oitizens of Wilson 
Gounty, praying againet the calling out of the Militia. 

Mr. Matthews moved to lay the Memorial on the table. 

Mr. Lyle called for the ayes and noes, with the following 
result: 

Ayes, - .-.,-. 6 

Noes, -- 11 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 

Messrs. Eaton, Garner, Henderson, Keith, Matthews and 
Rodgers — 6. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Gate, Eckel, Elliott, Frierson, Fuaon, Lindsley, Lyle, 
McGall, Patterson, Parker and Mr. Speaker Senter — 11. 
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So the motion to table, was lost. 

The Memorial was then referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Lindsley, 

The Senate adjourned nntil 10 o'clock, A. M., to-morrow. 



SATURDAY MORNING, AUGUST 15, 1868. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Chair. 

The calling of the roll was dispensed with. 

On motion of Mr. Elliott, the Ij^enate took a recess until 12 
o'clock. 

At the hour of twelve, the Senate adjourned, in accordance 
with House Joint Resolution No. 23, until Friday, the 21st inst., 
at 12 o'clock, M. 



FRIDAY, AUGUST 21, 1868. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Garner took the 
Chair, and presented the following Communication, to-wit: 

Nashville, August 15, 1868, 
Son. W. A. Garner, Senator , etc.: 

Dear Sir: — Please call the Senate to order Friday, the 
21st inst., at 12 o'clock, M., and oblige. Yours truly, 

D. W. C. Senter, 
Speaker of the Senate. 

Roll called under the rules. 

Present, • 6 

Absent, 20 
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Senators present, were: 

Messrs. Garner, Keith, Lindsley, Norman and Wyatt. 

Senators absent, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Gate, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, 
Henderson, Lyle, Matthews, IJiIcOall, Nelson, Patterson, Parker, 
Rodgers, Smith, Underwood, Wisener, Wilson, and Mr. Speaker 
Senter. 

The Speaker pro tempore^ announced no qaornm present, and 

On motion of Mr. Norman, 

The Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M., to-morrow. 



SATURDAY AFTERNOON, AUG. 22, 1868. 

Senate met pursuant to a^journmeat, Mr. Q-arner, Speaker 
pro tern , in the Chair. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Campbell. 
Roll c-alled under the rules. 

Present, . . ...... . - 6 

Absent, 19 

Senators present, were: 

Messrs. Elliott, Fuson, Garner, Keith, Norman and Wyatt. 

Senators absent, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Cate, Eckel, Eaton, Frierson, Henderson, 
Lindsley, Lyle, Matthews, McCall, Nelson, Patterson, Parker, 
Rodgers, Smith, Underwood, Wisener, Wilson, and Mr. Speaker 
Senter. 

The Speaker pro tem,^ announced no quorum present, and 

On motion of Mr. Elliott, 

The Senate adjourned until 5 o'clock, P. M., Monday next. 
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MONDAY AFTERNOON, AUGUST 24, 1868. 

Senate met paraaant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Benter in 
the Chair. * 
Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Campbell. 
Roll called under the rules. 

Present, .«... ..... . ...«. ..........21 

Absent, ....^.... .. . . ..•^.. 4 

Senators present, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Cate, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fn- 
8on, Gamer, Henderson, Keith, Lindsley, Matthews, McCall, 
Norman, Patterson, Parker^ Rodgers, Smith, Underwood, Wy* 
att, and Mr. Speaker Senter. 

Senators absent, were: 

Messrs. Lyle, Nelson, Wisener, and Wilson. 

The Speaker announced a quorum present, and the Minutes of 
the 15th, 2l8t and 22d insts., were read and approved. 

Mr. Nelson, the Principal Clerk, was granted leave of absence 
until Friday. 

Messrs. Lyle and Nelson were granted an indefinite leave of 
absence, on account of sickness. 

On motion of Mr. Cate, 

The Senate adjourned until 2 o'clock, P. M., to-morrow. 



TUESDAY AFTERNOON, AUGUST 25, 1868. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Chair. 
Prayer by Rev. Mr. Huntington. 
Roll called under the rules. 

Present,... .. ......... ... .........19 

Absent, .......... .... .................. 6 

8 S 
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Senators present, were; 

Messrs. Gate, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fnson, Gamer, Hen- 
derson, Keith, Lindsley, Matthews, McOall, Norman, Patterson, 
Parker, Bodgers, Smitii, Underwood, Wyatt and Mr. Speaker 
Senter. 

Senators absent, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Eckel, Lyle, Nelson, Wisener and Wilson. 

The Speaker announced a quorum present, and the Minutes of 
the last meeting were read and approved. 
Mr. Speaker Senter was granted leave of absence for two days. 

Report Nor^ 8, from the Comtnittee on Finance, Ways and 
Means, to-wit: 

Mr. Speaker: — The Committee to whom was referred Senate 
Bill No. 1, have had the same under consideration, and a majori- 
ty have instructed me to return the same, and recommend the 
adoption of the accompanying Bill in lieu. All of which is re- 
spectfully submitted. 

Jno. Nobman, Chairman. 

Senate Bill No. 1 was taken up, with Senate Bill iSo. 5 offered 
in lieu, by the Committee on Finance, Ways and Means. 

Adopted in lieu; and. 

Passed second reading; and on motion of Mr. Lindsley, one 
hundred and forty (140) copies ordered to be printed for the use 
of the Senate. 

House Message No. 7, to*wit: 

House of Bspbsssntatiyss, Aug. 25, 1868. 
Mr. Speaker:-— I am directed by the House of Bepresentatives 
to transmit herewith, House Bill No. 11, passed, and House 
Joint Besolution No. — , adopted; also, return Senate Joint 
Besolution No. 8, concurred in. 

Geo. Epgab Gbisham, 

P. C. of the H. of B. 

On motion of Mr. Lindsley, 

The Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M., to-morrow. 
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WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, AUGUST 26, 1868. 



Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Parker took the Ohair, by direction of the Speaker, and 
called the Senate to order. 
Prayer by Bev. Mr. Campbell. 
Boll called under the rules. 

Present,. — .•^«... « 20 

Absent, . . .... 5 

Senators present, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Gate, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, 
Garner, Henderson, I^eith, Lindsley, Matthews, McCall, Nor- 
man, Patterson, Parker, Bodgers, Smith, Underwood and Wyatt. 

Senators absent, were: \ 

Messrs. Lyle, Nelson, Wisener^ Wilson and Mr. Speakei. 
Senter. 

The Speaker pro teniy announced a quorum present, and tbe* 
Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Lindsley presented a Communication from Geo. W. Allen,. 
Esq. 

Mr. Lindsley moved to refer the Communication to the Judi- 
ciary Committee. 

Lost. 

Mr. Lindsley then moved a reference of the Communication t^ 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and called for the ayes and 
noes, with the following result: 

Ayes, — - • 13 

Noes, - - . ........ 4 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Cate, Eckel, Frierson, Henderson, Keith, 
Lindsley, Matthews, McCall, Norman, P&tterson, Parker and 
Bodgers — 13. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 
Messrs. Eaton, Fuson, Garner and Smith-— 4. 

So the motion to refer, was carried. 
House Message Na 8, totwit: 
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House of Bspbeskntatiyks, Aug. 26, 1868. 
Mr. Speaker: — I am directed by the House of Bepreeentatives, 
to transmit herewith, House Bill Ko. 15— -passed. 

Qkobqk Edgab Gbibhah, 

P. C. of the H. of B. 

Beport No. 9, from the Judiciary Committee to»wit! 

Mr. Speaker: — The Committee hare had under consideration 
Senate loill No. 3^ and recommend its passage. 

A. V. S. LiNDSLKT, 

Chairman pro iem. 
Mr. Qamer offered Senate Joint Besolntion No. 10, to-wit: 

Resolved by the Senate {the House concurring^) That a Joint 
Select Committee, to consist of one on the part of the Senate, 

gQd on the part of the House, be appointed to wait upon 

his Excellency, Andrew Johnson, President of the United States 
of America, and place fully before him the present condition of 
affairs in this State, and urge upon him to take steps to give 
protection to the law-abiding citizens of the State, under the 
provisions of the Constitution of the United States. 

Bules suspended, and the Besolntion taken up and referred to 
the Committee on Federal Belations. 

House Bill No. 11, was taken up on its first reading, to-wit: 
entitled '^An Act to pay the indebtedness on account of the 
State Guards." 

On motion of Mr. Aldridge, the Bill was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, Ways and Means. 

Senate Bill No. 3, was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Bodgers offered the following amendment, to-wit: 

Sbo. 16. Be it further enactedy That it is hereby made the 
duty of the Governor of the State, and he is hereby invested with 
full power and authority, to appoint any number of Detectives 
he shall deem necessary^ to hunt out and inform on all persons 
guilty of a violation of way of the provisions of this Act, and re- 
port the same to the ofiicers of the law. And for every convic- 
tion, said Detective shall have and receive, such reward as the 
court shall deem proper; not less in any case, than one hundred, 
nor more than one thousand dollars, to be paid by the defendant; 
and in any case where any county in this State shall permit any 
person to be, live or remain in said county, consecutively, for the 
period of ten days, after the second, or alias capias^ shall be is- 
sued, and the notice shall be given by the Sheriff or other officer, 
as aforesaid, in this Act, such county shrll be responsible for such 
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reward as may be allowed such Detective; and the county shall 
be made to pay the same, after the manner of assessing counties 
in the 9th section of this Act. 

Sbo. 17. Be it fwrther enacted. That, if any person or citizen 
of this State, shall feed or lodge, or volnntarily entertain or con- 
ceal in the woods, or elsewhere, any offender known to such person 
to be charged with any criminal offense under this Act, or gainst 
the Criminal Laws of this Btate, snch person shall stlflfer the pen- 
alty prescribed by the first section thereof. 

Sbo. 18. Be it further enaotedj Thftt if any person, guilty of 
any of the offenses enumerated in thk Act, shall have or own or 
possess, any real estate, held by deed, grant or entry, or by fee or 
entail in law or equity, the same shall be bonnd for the cost% 
fines or penaltieB impoeed by any of the piovuions of this Act; 
and a lien is hereby declared to attach to all such estates in law 
or equity as above, dating from tiiecU^y or night of the commission 
of the offense; which fact may be found by the jury trying the 
cause, or any other jury eppanelled for that purpose; and if, in 
the opinion of the court, the defendant has evaded th^ law, the 
jury shall find such fact, and the <^tate of defendant shall be made 
liable for the costs of the State; and there shall be no limitation 
to the recovery of the same. 

Sbo. 19. Be U fwrther enacted. That, if any jury in this State 
shall acquit any person indicted under the provisions of this Act 
for any criminal offense against the laws of this State, and the 
court shall be of the opinion, the defendant was guilty of the 
commission of said offense, it is hereby declared to be the duty of 
said court to tax the costs of the State on said defendant. 

Sbo. 20. Be it fwiher enacted. That if any person or persons, 
shall be guilty of a violation of any of the provisions of this Act 
to the prejudice or injury of any individual^ the jury trying the 
defendant shall or may find such fact with the unount of injury 
sustained, which shall be paid to the injured party, or person 
entitled to the same by the law of descents of this State, with all 
costs, and who shall have the same lien on the property of the 
defendant that is possessed or given to the State, by this Act 

Sbo. 21. Be it fmikev tiM^^/d, That if any person shall ma)ce 
or cause to be made, any uniform or regalia, in part or in whole, 
for a disguise of any person by day or night, or shall be found in 
the possession of the same; or if the same shall be found in the 
possession of any individual, or the occupant of any house or 
place of abode, auch individual or occupant, shall be presumed to 
be the owner thereof, and on conviction shall be fined at the dis- 
cretion of the court, and shall be rendered in&mous. 

Sbo. 22. Be it further enacted, That all persons hereafter 
elected in this State to any office of honor, profit or trust, shall, 
before he takes the oath of office, swear that he is not directly or 
indirectly, has not been, nor will he be, connected with any such 
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nnlawftil organization; and that if He comes to the knowledge of 
any such organization he will inform the officers of the law, and 
report such officers so informed, if they shall unnecessarily delay 
a prosecution against said offender, 

Sso 23. Be it further enacted^ That the attorneys or prosecu- 
ting officers for the State, shall be entitled to, and receive five 
per cent on all forfeitures or assessments made by this Act, or 
compensations to be paid by the defendant. 

Bso. 24. Be U farther enacted. That all the Detectives appoint- 
ed by this Act, shall receive the same pay as a private in the 
infantry of the United States army, in addition to the rewards 
allowed by this Act; that said Detectives shall be secret in their 
operations, and shall report to the Governor quarterly, or oftenw 
if required. 

Sbo. 25. Be it further enacted^ That there is hereby appropri- 
ated one hundred thousand dollars from the Treasury of the State, 
or so much thereof as may be necessary to carry out the oligects 
of this Act. 

Seo. 26. Be it fwther enactedj That the standard of damages 
for injuries to individuals, shall be as follows, to-^wit: For dis- 
turbing any of the officers of the State or other person, by enter- 
ing the house or houses or place of residence of any such individ- 
ual, by day or by night, in a hostile manner, or i^inst his will, 
the sum of ten thousand dollars; and it shall be lawful for the 
person so assailed, to kill the assailant. For killing any individ- 
ual in the night, twenty thousand dollars, provided such person 
killed was peaceable at the time. That all other injuries shall be 
assessed by the court and jury in proportion; and the court try- 
ing said causes may grant as many new trials as may, in his opin- 
ion, be necessary to attain the ends of justice. 

Sec. 27. Be it further enctcted, That all persons present, and 
not giving immediate information on the offenders, shall be re- 
garded as principals. 

Sec. 28. Be it further enacted. It shall not be lawful for any 
person to publish any proffi3red or pretended order of any secret 
dans; and any person convicted under any of the provisions of this 
Act shall not claim, hold or possess, any property, real or person- 
al, exempt from execution, fine, penalty or costs, under this Act; 
Provided, that nothing herein contained shall be so construed as 
to prevent or exempt any person heretofore guilty of any of the 
offenses herein contained, from prosecution under the law as it 
now stands. This Act to take ^ect ten days after its passage. 

Adopted; 

And the Bill passed, and was referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 

Senate Bill No. 4, was taken up on its third reading, and passed 
over informally. 
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House Bill Ko. 15, was tftken up ou its first reading, to-wit: 
A Bill to be entitled, ''An Act to enforce thd laws of the State/' 

Mn Lindfllejr moved to pass the Bill over informally. 

Mr, Smith moved to lay the motion on the table. 

Mr, Lindsiey called for the ayes and lioes, with the following 
result: 

Ayes, .•.^.... 8 

Noes,. - 10 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were; 
Messrs. Eckel, Eaton, Garner, , Henderson, Keith, Matthews, 
Smith and Wyatt.v 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Oate, Frierson, Fuson, Lindsiey, McCall, 
Norman, Patterson, Parker, and Bodgers. 

So the motion to table. 

Lost. 

Mr. Lindsiey, pending the motion to pass the Bill over inform* 
ally, moved an ac^'oumment until 3 o'clock, P. M., to*morrow. 

Mr. Garner <»lled for the ayes and noes, with the foUowii^ re- 
sult: 

Ayes,.— . -.i. -.- 13 

Noes, p. . - - -. - 6 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Oate, Eaton, Frierson, Fuson, Henderson, 
Lindsiey, McOall, Norman, Patterson, Parker, Bodgers and 
Wyatt. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Garner, Keith, Matthews, Smith and Underwood. 

So the motion to adjourn. 

Carried, and 

The Speaker declared the Senate adjourned accordingly. 
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THUBSDAY AFTERNOON, AUGUST 27, 1868. 

Senate met purenant to adjournment, Mr. Parker, Speaker 
pro tem,y in the Chair. 
BoU called under the mle. 

Present, *.. . 18 

Absent, . .. ........ . ^. ^. 7 

Senators present, were: 

Messrs. AJdridge, Gate, Eckel, Eaton, Frierson, Fnson, Gar- 
ner, Henderson, Keith, Lindsley, Matthews, McOall, Norman, 
Patterson, Parker, Bodgers, SmiUi and Wyatt. 

Senators absent, were: 

Messrs. Elliott, Lyle, Nelson, Underwood, Wisen^r, Wilson 
and Mr. Speaker Senter. 

The Speaker, pro tem,^ announced a quorum present, and the 
Minutes of the ]ast meeting were read and approved. 
Mr. Elliott was granted leave of absence for to-day. 

Beport No. 11, from the Committee on Finance, Ways and 
Means, to-wit: 

Mr. Speaker; — The Committee to whom was referred House 
Bill No. 11, have had the same under consideration, and have 
unanimously instructed me to recommend its rejection: First, 
because there is nothing before the committee to convince them 
that the claims should be allowed. Second, if the claims are 
founded on proper vouchers, and properly certified, the law as it 
now stands, in the opinion of the committee, is sufficients 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Jno. Nobmah, Chairman. 

Beport No. 12, from the Committee on Federal Belations, 
to-wit: 

Mr. Speaker: — The committee to whom was referred Senate 
Joint Besolution No. 10, have directed me to offer the accompa- 
nying Besolution, in lieu. 

J. B. Fbisbson, Chairman. 

The unfinished business of yesterday was taken up, which was 
the motion made by Mr. Lindsley, to pass over ifdformally House 
Bill No, 15, on its first reading. 
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M. Lindsley withdrew his motion, and tlie BiU passed. 

Beferred to the Judiciary Committee, and one hundred and 
forty (140) copies ordered printed for the use of the Senate. 

House Bill No. 11, on Report No. 11, was taken up on its first 
reading, and on /motion of Mr. Aldridge, the Report was concur- 
red in, and the Bill rejected. 

Senate Joint Besolution No. 9, was taken up, and passed over 
informally. 

House Joint Besolution No. 25, was taken up and passed over 
informally. 

House Message No. 9, to-wit: 

Houss OF Bepbesentatiyss, Aug. 27, 1868. 
Mr. Speaker: — I am directed by the House of Bepresentatives, to 
transmit herewith. House Joint Besolution No. 28, adopted. 

Geo. Edgab Gbisham, 

P. 0. of the H. of B. 

Senate Joint Besolutiion No. 10, was taken up, with Senate 
Joint Besolution No. 11, offered in lieu by the Committee on 
Federal Belations. 

On motion of Mr. Lindsley, the report of the committee was 
non-concurred in. 

The Besolution was then adopted, and ordered to be transmit- 
ted to the House of Bepresentatives. 

House Joint Besolution No. 28, appointing a committee to in- 
vestigate the charges preferred against Thomas B. McElwee, War- 
den of the Penitentiary, were t&en up and concurred in. 

Messrs. Eckel and McGall were appointed the conunittee on the 
part of the Senate. 

On motion ot Mr. Smith, 

The Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M., to-morrow. 



FBIDAT AFTEBNOON, AUGUST 28, 1868. 



Senate met pursuant to adjournment^ Mr^ Speaker Senter in 
the Chair. 

Prayer by Bev. Mr. Oampbell. 
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Boll called under the rake. 

Present, -.—21 

Absent........ ....-.-.. ........ ... 4 

Senators present, were : 

Messrs. Aldridge, Cate. Eckel| Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, 
Garner, Henderson, Eeitn, Lindsley, Matthews, McCall, Norman, 
Patterson, Parker, Bodgers, Smith, Underwood, Wyatt, and Mr. 
Speaker Senter. 

Senators abstnt, were: 

Messrs. Lyle, Nelson, Wisener and Wilson. 

The Speaker announced a quorum present, and the Minutes of 
the last meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Gamer presented a Communication from I. N. Phillips, in 
reply to a Communication from Geo. W. Allen, of Gallatin, which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Elliott, as Chairman of the Committee on the Penitentia- 
ry, introduced Senate Bill No. 6, to-wit: "A Bill to rescind the 
contract of the Lessees of the Pententiary." 

Passed first reading, and referred to the Committee on the Pen- 
itentiary. 

Beport No. 13, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, to-wit: 

Mr. Speaker: — The committee have examined Senate Joint 
Besolution No. 10, and find the same correctly enrolled. 

A. M. Cate, Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Lindsley, Senate Bill No. 5, was made the 
special order of the day for Tuesday next, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

Mr. Lindsley moved an adjournment until 3 o'clock, P. M., 
Monday. 

Mr. Matthews called for the ayes and noes, with the following 
result: 

* 

Ayes, 6 

Noes,.-. . ^ . 15 

Senators voting in the a£3rmative, were: 

Messrs. Fuson, Lindsley, McCall, Parker, Bodgers and Smith. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Cate, £ickel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Gar- 
ner, Henderson, Keith, Matthews, Norman, Patterson, Under- 
wood, Wyatt and Mr. Speaker Senter. 
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So the motion to adjonrn, 
Lost. 

On motion of Mr. MoOall, Messrs/Parker and Bodgers were 
granted leave of absence until Monday. 
On motion of Mr. McCall, 
The Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. M., to-morrow. 



SATURDAY MORNING, AUGUST 29, 1868. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Chair. 

Prayer by Rev. Mr. Campbell. 
Roll called under the rule. 

Present, ...•....^^•. ...«.•...« ....... -19 

Absent, .. ...... -..-. 6 

Senators present, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Cate, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, 
Garner, Henderson, Keith, Lindsley, Mattjiiews, McCall, Norman, 
Patterson, Smith, Underwood, Wyatt and Mr. Speaker Senter. 

Senators absent, were: 

Messrs. Lyle, Nelson, Parker, Rodgers^ Wisener and Wilson. 

The Speaker announced a quorum present, and the Minutes of 
the last meeting were recul and approved. 

Mr. Matthews entered a motion to reconsider the vote rejecting 
House Bill No. 11. 

On motion of Mr. Aldridge, 

The Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M., Monday. 
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MONDAY AFTERNOON, AUGUST SI, 1868. 

Senate met parsaant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Ohair. 

Prayer by the Bey. Mr, OampbelL 
Boll called under the rules. 

Present, 22 

Absent, . ... ..... . .... ...... 3 

Senators present, were: 

Messrs. Aldridg^ Gate, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Fri-rson, Fuson, 
Gktmer, Henderson, Keith, Lindsley, Lyle, Matthews, McOall, 
Norman, Patterson, Parker, Smith, Underwood, Wisener, Wy- 
att and Mr. Speaker Senter. 

Senators absent, were: 

Messrs. Nelson, Bodgers and Wilson. 

The Speaker announced a quorum present, and the Minutes of 
last meeting were read and approved. 

House Message No. 10, to-wit: 

House of Bspbesentativsb, Aug. 31, 1868. 
Mr. S peaker: — I am directed by the House of Bepresentatives 
to transmit herewith, House Joint Besolution No. 32, adopted 
in lieu of Senate Joint Besolution No. 10; also, House Joint 
Besolutions Nos. 26 and 29, adopted; also. House Joint Besolu- 
tions Nos. 23 and 24, for the signature of the Speaker of the 
Senate. Geo. Edgab Gbibham, 

P. 0. of the H. of B. 

Mr. Elliott, as Chairman of the Committee on the Penitentiary, 
reported back Senate Bill No. 6, with Senate Bill No. 7, offered 
in lieu. 

Adopted in lieu, and passed second reading. 

Mr. Elliott introduced Senate Bill No. 8, to-wit: ^^An Act to 
provide for the payment of the interest on the Public Debt, and for 
other purposes. 

Passed first reading. 

Mr. Elliott moved to print one hundred and forty (140) copies of 
said Bill. 

liOSt. 

House Joint Besolution No. 29, was taken up. 
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The question was taken on a oononrrence, and Mr. Norman 
called for the ayes and noes, with the following result: 

Ayes, 18 

Noes, 9 

Senators voins in the affirmative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Eckel; Fnson, Gamer, Henderson, Lindsley, 
Lyle, McGall, Patterson, Parker, Bodgers, Smith and Under- 
wood — ^18. 

Senatore voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Gate, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Keith, Matthews, Norman, 
Wyatt, and Mr. Speaker Senter — ^9. 

So the Resolution was concurred in* 

House Joint Eesolution No. 26 was taken up and passed over in- 
formally. 

House Joint Resolution No. 82, adopted in lieu of Senate Joint 
Resolution No. 10, was taken up. 

Mr. Gamer moved a non-concurrence in the action of the House. 

The Speaker ordered the ayes and noes, with the following re- 
sult: 

Ayes, .21 

Noes, •••.. •• 1 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 

Messrs, Aldridge, Gate, Eckel, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, Garner, 
Henderson, Keith, Lindsley, Lyle, Matthews, McGall, Norman, 
Patterson, Parker, Rodgers, Smith, Underwood, Wyatt, and Mr. 
Speaker Senter — 21. 

Senator voting in the negative, wae: 
Mr. Eaton — ^1. 

So the motion to non-concur carried; and the resolution was or- 
dered to be returned to the House of Representatives. 

House Message No. 11, to-wit: 

HOUBB OP RSPRBSBKTATIVES, 

Auffust 81, 1868. 
Mr. Speaker: — ^I am directed by the House of Itepresentatives, 
to transmit herewith. House Joint Resolutions, Nos. 34 and 86, 
adopted* Gbo. Edgab Gbisham, 

P. 0. of the H. of R. 

On motion of Mr. Aldridge, 

The Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. M., to-morrow. 
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TUESDAY MOBNING, SEPTEMBER 1, 1868. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Chair. 

Prayer by Bev. Mr. Campbell. 
Boll called under the rules. 

Present,.-. ^ 22 

Absent, . . .— . .... — .. ^ «. 3 

Senators present, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Gate, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Foson, 
Gamer, Henderson, Keith, Lindsley, Lyle, Matthews, McGall, Nor- 
man, Patterson, Parker, Bodgers, Smith, Underwood, Wyatt, and 
Mi. Speaker Senter — 22. 

Senators absent, were: 

Messrs. Nelson, Wisener and Wilson — 8. 

The Speaker announced a quorum present, and the Minutes of 
the last meeting were read and approved. 

Senate Bill No. 6, the special order of the day, was taken up on 
its third reading. 

Mr. Eaton offered Senate Bill No. 9, in lieu. 

On Motion of Mr. Norman, the Bill offered in lieu, was laid on 
the table. 

ALr. Cate offered the following amendment, to-wit: 

Strike out of Section 1st, the words in fifth line, ^Hhat may not 
be paid by railroads that may be liable therefor.'* 

In lieu of Section 2d, insert: 

Be it further enacted^ That it shall be the duty of the Comp- 
troller of the State to carry out the provisions of this Act. 

In lieu of Section 8d, insert: 

Be it fwtiher enacted^ That it shall be the duty of the Comp- 
troller, from time to time, first, to prepare and sign an estimate of 
the number and amount of bonds necessary to carry out the provis- 
ions of this Act; a copy of which he shall file in the office of Sec- 
retary of State, and another of which he shall present to the Gov- 
ernor; and on the presentation of such estimate, it shall be the 
duty of the €h>vemer to issue to the Comptroller the number and 
ihmount of bonds required; and the Comptroller shall execute his 
receipt for said bonus, in the same manner as has been heretofore 
done by persons or companies entitled to receive the bonds of the 
State. Second: Said Comptroller shall at once, arrainge, with such 
Agent in the City of New York as he may select, and through 
such Agent he shall exchange said bonds for the coupons, interest 
or past due bonds of the State; or said Comptroller may make such 
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exchange in person, if he sh&Il believe the interest of the State 
shall be promoted thereby. Third: He shall, immediately, upon 
the receipt of due coupons, or over due bonds, by himself or agent, 
before transmitting the sa^e, proceed to cancel the same; and he 
shall make monthly duplicate repor^is of the number and amount of 
coupons or bonds thus cancelled, to the Governor and Secretary of 
State; and the said Secretary of State ehall record the same, and 
require the Comptroller to sign the same on such record. Fourth: 
He shall immediately upon the receipt of any coupons, or over due 
bonds, proceed to cancel the same, and file them in hi» office, and 
upon the funding of any interest due upon any registered bonds, 
credit the same upon such bonds, and, in addition, take the receipt 
of the holder, designating the number and series of the bonds so 
credited, which receipt he shall produce to the Secretary of State, 
with his Monthly Report, with a list of such receipts, which shall 
likewise, be recorded. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Eaton offered the following amendment, to-wit: Provided^ 
that the interest upon the bonds of the State owned by the benevo- 
lent or literary institutions of the State, shall be paid in currency 
out of the Treasury, as heretofore. 

Adopted. 

Mr. JBlliott offered the following amendment, to-wit: 

Strike out all of that portion of the Bill that refers to funding 
coupons or interest due, or to become due. 

The question was taken on the adoption of the amendment. 
Mr. I^orman called for the ayes and noes, with the following 
result: 

Ayes, 14 

Noes, 7 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were; 

Messrs. Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frieson, Fuson, Henderson, Lyle, 
Matthews, Patterson, Parker, Ilodgers> Smith, Wyatt, and Mr. 
Speaker Senter — 14. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Gate, Keith, Lindsley, McCall, Norman and 
Underwood — 7. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

The question was then taken on the passage of the Bill, and the 
vote taken by ayes and noes, with the following result: 

Ayes, 21 

Noes, , , 00 
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Senators Totmg in the affinnatiye, were: 

Messrs. Aldrioge, Gate, Eckel, Baton, Elliott, Frierson, Fnsim, 
Oamer, Henderson, Keith, Lindsler, Ljle, Matthews, MeCall, Nel- 
son, Norman, Patterson, Parker, Smith, Underwood, Wyatt, and 
Mr. Speaker Senter*— 21. 

The Bill passed, and <Hrdwed to be transmitted to the House of 
Bepresentatives. 

House Message No. 12, to-wit: 

HOUSB OF BBPR188NTATIVE8, 

September 1, 1868. 
Mr. Speaken-^I am direoted by the House of Representatives, 
to return herewith, House Joint Resolution No. 82, and request 
that the Senate further inform the House as to their action on said 
Resolution. Gbo. EnaAB Gbisham, 

P. 0. of the H. of R. 

On motion of Mr. Elliott, the C^erk was ordered to return to 
the House of Representatives, House Joint Resolution No. 82, with 
the information that the Senate non-concurs in the adoption of said 
Resolution, in lieu of Senate Joint Resolution No. 10, and insists 
upon the original proposition. 

On motion of Mr. Aldrid^e, 

The Senate ac^oumed until 10 o'clock, A. M., tOHtnorrow. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 2, 1868. 



Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Ohair. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Campbell. 
Roll called under the rules. 

Present, 21 

Absent, ........... . ........ ..•••••...... 4 

Senators present, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Oate, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fason, 
Henderson, Keith, Lindsley, Lyle, Matthews, McOall, Norman, 
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Patterson, Parker, Bodgers, Smith, Underwood, Wyatt and Mr. 
Speaker Senter. 

Senators absent, were: 

Garner, Nelson, Wisener and Wilson. 

The Speaker announced a quorum present, and the Minutes of 
the last meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Nelson, the Principal Clerk, was granted leave of absence, 
on account of sickness. 

Mr. Garner was granted an indefinite leave of absence. 

On motion of Mr. Elliott, the Senate reconsidered the vote or- 
dering the transmission of Senate Bill No. 5, to the House of 
Bepresentatives. 

On motion of Mr. Elliott, the vote passing the Bill was then 
reconsidered, and the Bill taken up and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance, Ways and Means, for correction. 

House Message No. 13, to- wit: 

House of Bepresentatives, Sept 2, 186SL 
Mr. Speaker: — I am directed by the House of Bepresentatives, 
to transmit herewith. House BUI No. 17, passed; and House Joint 
Besolution No. 28, for the signature of the Speaker of the Sen- 
ate; also, return Senate Joint Besolution No. 10, concurred in. 

GsoBGE Edqak Gbisham, 

P. C. of the H. of B. 

Mr. Bodgers offered Senate Joint Besolution No. 13, to-wit: 

Besolved by the General Assembly of the State of TeimesseCj 
That the Chancellor for the County of Davidson be authorized, 
if in his opinion it is necessary, to appoint a suitable person for, 
and in behalf of the State, to investigate and look after the in- 
terest of the State in the Bank of Tennessee, and urge the same 
to an early liquidation. 

On motion of Mr. Bodgers, the rules were suspended, and the 
Besolution taken up. 

The question was taken on its adoption, and Mc Bodgers call- 
ed for the ayes and noes, with the following result: 

Ayes,,... ...... • . .. 5 

Noes, 13 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 

Messrs. Eckel, Henderson, Matthews, Parker and Bodgers. 

9 S 
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Senators votiDg in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, Keith, Lyie, 
McOall, Patterson, Smith, Underwood, Wyatt and Mr. Speaker 
Senter. 

So the Besolution was rejected. 

House Bill No. 17, was taken np on its first reading, to wit: 
A Bill to be entitled, ^^An Act to repeal An Act pasned March 
13th, 1867, creating a Board of Finance, and for other purposes." 

Passed first reading, and referred to the Oommittee on Finance, 
Ways and Means. 

House Joint Besolution No. 34, directing the Comptroller to 
issne his warrant to the Sergeant*at-Arms of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, for the payment of witnesses brought before the sev^ 
eral committees of the Legislature, was taken up and concur- 
red in. 

House Joint Besolution No. 36, instructing the Directors of 
the Penitentiary to place the accounts of the State against Ward 
& Briggs, for labor of convicts from June 23rd to December 3l8t, 
1867, inclusive, in the hands of the Attorney-General of the 
State, to be prosecuted to a final settlement in the courts, was 
taken up and concurred in. 

Senate Bill No. 7, was taken up on its third reading 

Mr. Parker offered the following amendment, to-wit: Provided, 
the Lessees file their assent immediately. 

Adopted. 

And the Bill made the special order of the day for Friday, 10 
o'clock, A. M. 

Mr. Norman returned from the Committee on Finance, Ways 
and Means, Senate Bill No. 5, corrected. 

The Bill was put on its passage on its third reading, and the 
vote taken by ayes and noes, with the following result: 

Ayes, 19 

Noes, 1 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Gate, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, 
Henderson, Keith, Lindsley, Lyle, Matthews, Norman, Patterson, 
Parker, Bodgers, Smith, Underwood and Wyatt. 

Senator voting in the negative, was: 
Mr. Speaker Senter. 

So the Bill passed, and its immediate transmission ordered to 
the House of Eepresentatives. 
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Beport No. 14, from tibe Oommiitee on Enrolled Bills, to-wit: 

Mr. Speaker: — The committee have examined Senate Besolur 
tion No. 1, and Senate Joint Besolution No^ 8, and find them 
correctly engrossed; and Senate Bill No, 5, and find it correctly 
enrolled. A, M. Cate, Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, the motion entered to reconsider 
the vote rejecting House Bill No. 11, was taken up, and the mo- 
tion to reconsider, was 

Lost. 

Beport No. 15, from the Joint Military Oommittee of both 
Houses, to-wit: 

Mr. ISpeafcer: — 

Your committee to whom was referred that part of the 
Governor's Message relating to outrages perpetrated by an organi- 
zation known as the Ku KIux Klan, and the necessity of organizing 
the Militia, for the protection of the loyal people of the State of 
Tennessee, have had the same under consideration; and, after sum- 
moning a great many witnesses before them, are satisfied that there 
exists an organization of armed men going abroad, disguised, rob- 
bing poor negroes of their fire-arms; taking them out of their houses 
at night, hanging, shooting and whipping them in a most cruel man- 
ner, and driving them from their homes. Nor is this confined to 
the colored men alone; women and children have been subjected to 
the torture of the lash, and brutal assaults have been committed 
upon them by theso night-prowlers, and, in many instances, the 
persons of females have been violated, and when the husband or 
father complained, he has been obliged to flee to save his own life.. 

Nor has this been confined to one county or one section of the 
State, alone. Your committee find, that, after a careful investigar 
tion of all the facts, that these depredations have been committed 
all over Middle and West Tennessee, and in some parts of East 
Tennessee; particularly has this been the case in Maury, Lincoln, 
Giles, Marshall, Obion, Hardeman, Fayette and Gibson counties^. 
In Lincoln County, they took Senator Wm. Wyatt from his house- 
in the night, and inflicted all sorts of indignities upon him. They 
beat him over the head with their pistols, cutting a frightful gash,, 
and saturating his shirt with blood, leaving him insensible. Sena? 
tor Wyatt is a Christian gentleman, and sixty-five years of age; his 
only offense being that he is a Union man, and a member of the 
State Legislature. 

We also find that the same spirit exists in Obion County. That' 
it was rife there, indeed, one year and-a-half ago, when the dislop 
alists so inhumanly and brutally murdered Senator Case and his 
son. Since then, depredations have been committed all over the 
country that calls loudly for redress. No loyal man is safe in that 
country at the present time, 

Your committee's attention has also been directed to Maury 
County. We find that a perfect reign of terror exists there; that 
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some two handred oolored men hare had to flee from their homes, 
and take refuge in the City of Nashville; afraid to return, although 
here they are destitute of food, or any means of subsistence. In 
this county, school houses have been burned down. Teachers driven 
away, and colored men shot, whipped and murdered at will. Hon. 
S. M. Arnell, Congressman from that District, was sought for, when 
he was at home on a visit, by members of the Ku KIux Klan, who 
were thirsting for his blood. 

In Fayette County, the Teacher of colored children has been as- 
saulted and driven away by the Ku Klux Klan. 

Your committee find, that, to enumerate all the outrages commit- 
ted by this organization of outlaws, would take more time than can 
be spared. They would most respectfully direct your attention to 
a synopsis of the evidence taken before your committee; remarking, 
at the same time, that much valuable information is necessarily left 
out, on account of the witnesses fearing to have their names men- 
tioned in this Report, lest they should hereafter, on account of their 
testimony, loose their lives. 

One of the most brutal assaults, perhaps, that has been committed, 
was on the person of a School Teacher, in Shelbyville, Bedford 
County, Tenn. Mr. Dulnap, a white instructor, was taken frorti 
his house in the night, by the Ku Klux Ian, and most inhumanly 
whipped; and for no other reason, than that he was a white man, 
teaching a colored school. One witness testified that he was a 
Confederate soldier, a native Tennessean; has been with negroes 
all his life, and seen them whipped by different persons; but never 
saw any one beaten as this man, Dunlap, was. It is in evidence, 
that Mr. Dunlap is a member of the Methodist Church, and a very 
quiet, inoffensive man. Attention is especially directed to the evi- 
dence in this case. 

Your committee also find that there has been a determined ef- 
fort, and is still a determined purpose, all over Middle and West 
Tennessee, to keep colored men from the polls, and thus secure the 
election to olfice, of candidates of the Democratic party. Very 
many of the outrages committed, have been against men who were 
formerly soldiers in the National Army. The proof shows that 
there is an eteroal hatred existing against all men that voted the 
Republican ticket, or who belongs to the Loyal League, or is en- 
gaged in teaching schools, and giving instruction to the humbler 
I classes of their fellow men. 

j The committee are compelled to conclude, from the evidence be- 

fore them, that the ultimate object of the Ku Klux Klan, is, to in- 
timidate Union men, both black and whitej keep them from the 
polls on election day; and, by a system of anti-lawry and terrorism, 
carry the State, in November next, for Seymour and Blair. 

I Your committee would again call the attention of the General 

I Assembly, to the following synopsis of testimony, as better calcu- 

lated to show the true condition of the country than anything your 
I committee could say: 

I We are permitted to make the following extracts from the Be- 
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port of Major-Gteoeral Oarlin to Genqml Howard, fdr the mouth 
of June, 186& 

^'Gbnebal:— I faaTe the hoiior to Bobmit the following report oa 

the condition of afbirs portaining to this departmeiit, during the 

month of June last. It is with deep regret, that I am compelled 

to. begin this report, with the statement, that, since nrjr conneetion 

with the Bureau, my such diseouraging state of a&irs has prevailed 

in Tennessee, during any one month, as that for the month of June 

last. I say diaeaur&gingy because it is totally beyond the powers of 

myself and subordinates, to remedy evils that cry aloud for redress* 
# ** *** # «  

^In the Couftties of Marshall, Untherfbrd, Maury and Giles, it 
may be said, that a reign of terror has been established, and will 
doubtless remain, unless the State, or United States, should provide 
a military force to be stationed in those counties. -i^ « * 

'*The hostility of the imphicaUe pro-slavery people^ to colored ed- 
ucation has manifested itself in numepous instanoes of violence ta^ 
wards tochers of colored schools. 

*'Your attention is called especially, to^ the case oi Mr. Newton^ 
who was assualted and badly wounded, at Somervillev He would 
doubtless have been slain, if he had not escaped in time. The case 
was reported by the undersigned, to Major-General Thomas, com* 
manding the Department, and troops were asiced for^ to proteet the 
school and teachers. Mr. Ne^wton was escorted baek by them, to 
his school house, where he has eontinued to conduct his school. 

'This affair is more particularly described in the extracts from the 
report of Lieut-Col. Palmer, Sub-Assistant Commmissioaer of the 
Sub-District of Memphis. «**#** 

"There will doubtless, be great excitement, and frequent disturb- 
ances in the State during the present politioal canvass for President, 
and State officers. Nearly every day furnishes additional evidenoe 
of the determination of the Eu Klux Klauv and their friends, to 
bring about a state of affairs that will preclude the possibility of 
personal liberty for the colored people, and the active, out-spokea 
Union men. I doubt if any measnre, short of Martial Law, will 
preserve peace and insure safty till after the next election.'^ 

A. H. Eastman, Agent at Columbia, Tennessee, reports the fol- 
lowing extracts: 

"The Ku Klux Klan appear to be on the Var path.' Com- 
plaints of visitations by night, all over my district— of the breaking 
into of houses, and assaults upon the inmates, are very frequent. 
The Klan went to the house of Joshua Ferrell, an old and quiet 
colored man, on the night of the 12th instant; called him from his 
bed, and while he was unfastening the door, they jumped in upon 
him, and beat his head with a pistol, outting a gash half an inch 
wide, four inches long, and to the skull. Then they asked him for 
fire-arms, which he said he had not. They then took him into a 
field, and whipped him so badly that it nearly killed him. They 
also tore up everything in the house, and then went to his son's 
house, took him from bis bed, smashed a large looking-glass over 
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the head of his siok wife, who was in bed. They then whipped the 
man with stirrnp-straps and buckles, which cat long and deep gash- 
es into the flesh; and all becaase, they said, he was a 'big-feeline 
nigger, voted for Brownlow, and belonged to the Union League.'" 

** J. K. Nelson, Agent at Murfreesboro', Tennessee, says, the Ku 
Elux Elan took from his hous&— about midnight — ^Bill Carlton, 
(colored,) living in Middleton District, and beat him very severely; 
giving him, as he says, one hundred and fifty lashes, with a heavy 
leather strap. 

*'0n Thuraday night last, the Elan went to the house of Minor 
FletchDf, living eight miles from here, on the Shelby ville Pike; 
rodei nto his front and back porches, on their horses, and called him 
out. They then proceeded to the bouse of D. Webb, about ten or 
twelve in number, and, as he reports, called to him to come out. 
This he reused to do, until they assured him that he should not be 
hurt; and threatened him with violence, in case of his refusal. 
He went out; they then accused him of being a Radical, and a 
Loyal Leaguer. He denied being a member of the League, but 
told them that he was a Union man, and always had been. They 
called him a liar, and threatened to hang him, calling at the same 
time, for a halter. His wife, who was in a critical condition, 
screamed, and plead for him, and begged them to spare him on her 
account. They then told him to go Imok to his wife. He turned to 
go, when one of them caught him by the hair, jerked him to the 
ground, sprang upon him, and beat him in the face in a shocking 
manner, at the same time, holding a'pistol to his head, and threat- 
ening to shoot him. They then left him in an almost insensible 
condition, scarcely able to crawl to his house. 

^More than half the outrages perpetrated by this Elan, are not 
reported to me. The parties are afraid; or have a want of confi* 
dence in the Bureau. There is a feeling of insecurity among the peo* 
pie (Unionists,) that has not been equalled since 1861. I am so 
impressed with my own inability to fully understand the exact condi* 
tion of affairs, that I will be excused for not making the same com* 
prehensible to you. 

*'This I do know, that I have been sleeping for months, with a 
revolver under my pillow; a double-barreled shot-gun, heavily 
charged with buck shot, at one hand, and a hatchet at the other, 
with an inclination to sell the little piece of mortality with which 
I am entrusted, as dearly as possible. I have had to submit to in- 
sults, which make a man despise himself for bearing, and which I 
cannot submit to any longer. Many freedmen are afraid to sleep in 
their own houses. Many have already been driven from the country. 

"Mr. A. B. C. Douglas, an eflScient man, who has been teaching 
at Smyrna, Tenn., for the last two years, told me vesterday, that 
no money could induce him to return. Nearly all the Northern 
men and Unionists, would be glad to leave, if they could do so with 
out making a sacrifice. 

9^0 mM^ %^ ^^ m^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^0 ^t^ ^^ M^ 

w^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ 



135 

"The Klan, in Rutherford Ooanty, now nnmbers about 800 or 
1,000; has three or four lodges; and, as is well known to you, has 
the sympathy and encouragement of nearly all the white people. 

**I deem it my duty, in taking my leave, to give you the names of 
a few whom I have good reason to believe to be leading members 
of the Klan, although I have never been called on for it: 

"Edward Arnold, Murfreesboro', formerly guerrilla and compan- 
ion of Champ Ferguson; Dock Barkley, Murfreesboro', livery stable 
keeper; Ike Cox, his omnibus driver; Tobe Jenkins, son cf Hiram 
Jenkins. 

"The following are the leading citizens, whose moral support 
strengthens them most: 

**Charies Ready, Ed. Keeble, McLaughlin, Editor of the Mwii- 
ior; Hiram Jenkins and Tom Lillard. 

*'I might mention a score of others, but these I deem a few of the 
worst." 

Wm. Green, Agent at Winchester, says: "During the past month, 
the affairs of the freedmen, throughout my district, have been very 
unsettled. The Ku Klux have committed so many gross outrages, 
that it is impossible to enumerate them all. The villains seem de- 
termined to overawe the country, and frighten the colored people 
into implicit obedience to any demand they may make. It is impos- 
sible for me to devise any means of putting these desperadoes down. 
I am of the opinion that they will continue in their course of mur- 
der and crime, until they are satiated with their beastly acts, unless 
the military authorities station troops in all the worst counties, 
with orders to hunt down all bands who are traveling in disguise. 
The rebel citizens in these counties, certainly do not intend to try to 
put a stop to them. On the contrary, they are all well pleased with 
their operations, and hope, by this means, to terrify the colored 
people into voting as they may desire." 

"Spencer Griffin, 54 or 55 years 6( age, of Sumner County, Ten- 
nessee, four weeks ago, was whipped one hundred and fifty lashes, 
and told that 'niggers all thought they were free, but they would 
show them that they had to do what they was told.' This was the 
way they served them the first time; the second time, they came 
shooting and hanging, August 27th, 1868." 

Stephen Medon, Marshall County, 62 years of age, a member of 
the church for fifty years, and a Republican, testified: "On the 
10th of July, a party of Ku Klux came to my house, and asked me 
if I would tell the truth; and said if I and my son voted the Radi- 
cal ticket, they would hang us; that we had voted the Radical tick- 
et before, and now must vote the Conservative ticket or they would 
hang us. They had a pistol pointed at me all the time, and said 
if my son came to my house, they would kill him and me. On 
the following Saturday night, a man and his wife were inhumanly 
whipped; another man and his son were choked until nearly dead. 
All this was done in Marshall County, in July." 
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^ Thomas Butler testifies : "The Ea Elax Klan came to the 
lime kiln where I was at work. They came after me; I ran, and 
they after me, shooting at me all the time. They shot a man named 
Porter, in the hip; and Simpson, of Pulaski, Tenn., took the ball 
out. I made my escape, although some fifteen shots were fired at 
me. I had been a Union Soldier. I have the respect of the citi- 
zens generally." 

Sumner A. Cunningham has been a Confederate soldier; has seen 
the Ku Kluz Klan — 48 in number, all in disguisee — in the town of 
Shelbyyille, Tenn., and believes such conduct would destroy the 
peace and harmony of the country. 

T. J. Gaskibs, 32 years of age, Obion County, sworn Constable 
of the 13th civil district: "The Eu Elux Elan are going through 
the country, whipping some, killing others, and taking all the arms 
from the colored people; and, also, their certificates to vote, and 
ordering Union men to quit the country. I had to leave my home 
to save my life. They further say, they are determined to vote, law 
or no law." 

Richard Moore, 22 years of age, Lincoln County, Tenn., says: 
"There is a party of men, known as the Eu Elux Klan, going all 
over the country, whipping, shooting and driving from their homes, 
all the colored and Union men. This is the case in other counties. 
Two weeks ago, they came to my house, beat and knocked me 
down with their pistols, and afterwards they took me out and whip- 
ped me one hundred and seventy-five stripes; then asked me if I was 
a Radical, and demanded my registration papers. They then want* 
ed my pistol. I had been in, and with, the army of the Union — that 
was my offense. They said that, neither I nor any other colored 
man, should vote in the Presidential election. The party that 
whipped me, told me after they got through, if I would join the Con- 
servative party, that I might do as I pleased; but if I would not, 
I might do as old Bill Wyatt had done — take my shirt and show it 
to old Brownlow's Legislature, [Mr. Wyatt is oar State Senator 
who was so badly abused by this same Elan;] they swear that if 
ever he comes back, they will kill him. I know a number of the 
Elan: Capt. Tucker, James Bennett, John Clark, S. Anderson and 
son, Richard Anderson, Andrew Tait, John Stevenson and Mr. Hill.'' 

Mr. Charles Marchbanks, farmer, Warren County, 31 years of 
age: "Saw about eight men, in mask, on the pike near my house, 
about the last of March; think each one had a pistol in bis hand. 
They have i)een to my house t^o or three times since. They called 
on me to assist them on the night of the 4tb of July, at Number 10* 
They went to a colored man's house, on my place, and killed him[, 
two balls entering his body«. They take pistols from colored men. 
They brought goods to my house, and ordered my wife to make 
them up into clothes. I was a Confederate soldier; do not know 
whether an election could be held in my county without troops or 
not," 
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Mr* Lewis Powdl, of Hickman Coanty, 45 years of age: ''I live 
in the 4th civil district. There is a masked band roaming around 
the country, taking arms from the colored men; six came to my 
house, first, calling for corn, and then something to eat. My wife 
began to cook, when they asked her name. On learning it, they 
said she was at the head of the Loyal League, and at once shot two 
balls through her, killing her instantly. I went out myself, to get 
help to arrest them, but could get none. A Union man is not safe 
in my county; say they will shoot negroes if they attempt to vote, 
and swear they are going to vote themselves; know no cause but 
my loyalty, that caused their hostile conduct toifards my family/' 

Mr. A. Setliff, Nashville, Tenn.: ^'Commenced the sale of firearms 
about four ^eeks ago; have sold five pistols since I commenced. 

Thomas Moore, Nashville, Tenn.: ''Have sold a few revolvers late- 
ly; sold to both colored and white; don't know for what purpose 
they were purchased." 

Mr. Charles Brown, Nashville, Tenn., salesman at Hamilton A 
Cunningham's hardware store: ''Have no idea of the number of arms 
sold in the store; sold only at retail; trade no better now than it 
has been all along." , 

Samuel McCall, of the same house, says: "The sale of fire-arms in 
the establishment, at present, is very small." 

J. F. Fall, hardware merchant: "The demand for pistols has 
been unusually large for the last two or three months; have sold 
more in the last four weeks than I have in the same number of days 
at any time previous; sold mostly to country merchants. Asked 
one man what he was buying so many pistols for? He replied, 'to 
sell' " 

Joseph T. Burt, salesman at Macey A Brown's hardware store: 
"Of late, have sold more pistols than usual; about an equal number 
of colored and white, have been the purchasers." 

N. Harsh, merchant, Nashville— *keeps fire arms for sale. Has 
sold a great many more pistols in the last two months, than he oom* 
monly sells in the same time. Has sold more than 250 in the last 
six weeks, mostly to whites. Say they buy them for self-defense, 

George Harsh— Evidence the same as the preceding. 

Wm. Wolaven, farmer, lives near Cornersville, Giles Countv: 
"About three months ago a party of 25 or 30 men, in disguise, vis- 
ited my house. They called for somefthing to drink. I gave them 
whisky. Have been told by good authority, that a man by the 
name of Burke, was shot and killed in his own house, on the night 
of the 4th of July; and that pistols have been taken away from 
colored men." 

Idol Britt, 22 years of age, farmer, Giles County, District No.. 
10: "About 15 disguised men came to my house, at 12 o'clock at 
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Bight, some time in Jane. Thej took me ont, and put a rope around 
my neck, and told me they were Ku Klux. They then left, and 
returned about the last of June; surrounded my house, and aroused 
me by firing a pistol. I attempted to get away, but was fired on 
and shot in the side; eighteen shots were fired, but I succeeded in 
getting away. I went to Pulaski, and remained two weeks; saw 
there, on the night of the 4th of July, a party of 240 Ku Klux. 
They went to the house of Mr. Bell, and fired upon him. 

[NoTB. — ^Tbe balance of the testimony in this case, cannot be found.] 

Rev. H. 0. HoflFipan, Shelbyville, Tenn.: "Have never seen any 
of the Klan; but that it exists in our county, no one doubts; several 
have been harmed by this secret organization. Mr. Dunlap and a 
colored man by the name of Jeff, were badly whipped, on the night 
of the 4th of July. His person was cut in great gashes, from the 
middle of his back to his knees. Mr. Dunlap's offense was, teach- 
ing a colored school. I have been repeatedly threatened; and was 
told that the Ku Klux Klan had a list made, of men they designed 
driving from the country. Fouod the following note in my yard: 

In Ku Klux Council, July 24, 1868. 
*R€V. Mr. Hoffman: — ^Your name is before the Council — beware! 
We will attend to you. You shall not call as villains — damn you. 

*Ku Klux.' 

**I believe the object of the Klan is, to whip unarmed negroes; 
scare timid white men; break up elections, and interfere with the 
State government, and steal and plunder the goods of the people.'' 

Mat. Winser, 35 years of age: "Live in Maury County; I am a 
farmer; was taken out of my house by a disguised and armed body 
of men, some time in May, and whipped by them. I know them-^ 
their names are, James Hickman, Jackson Hickman, James Brown, 
Sam. and Oeorge Nealy, Wm. and Joe Belifum, Henry and Hugh 
Scott and Polk Thomas. They told me if I told the Yankees, they 
would kill me." 

John Lawson, 18 years of age, farmer: "Was born and raised in 
Maury County; have been living in Williamson County for the past 
two months; worked for Pat Harvey; called on him for my pay. 
After questioning me very closely, he paid me; at night he came to 
my house, and just at the same time two of the Ku Klux Klan ap- 
peared and broke open my house. I succeeded in making my es- 
cape in the dark. I was followed and fired at four times. I start- 
ed for Nashville; when within a quarter of a mile of the place, I 
found a man hanging up by the feet." 

Pink Harris, farmer, 23 years old, Giles County: "A band of 
armed men, in disguise, came to my house and took my pistol; said 
if I made a fuss aoout it, they would hang me. They left, but re- 
turned about the 12th of July; abused me for having been in the 
Army of the United States; they then whipped me severely, and 
released me with the iigunction, that I must not be caught running 
around; if I was, they would hang me." 
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Walter Scott, fermer, 20 j^m old, Soitth Alabama: ^'Thirty 
Ku Klnx came to my house in April, took my arms, put a rope 
around my neck, and then told me if I reported them, 'Hell woaid 
be my portion.' Several men have been killed in my region, and 
threats of ail kinds made." 

Prince GrifiSs, 51 years old, farmer in Lincoln County:* "Some 
four weeks ago, they (the Ku Klux Klan,) opened my door — &ve in 
number — and ordered me up. They then left, and went to my 
neighbors, and again returned to my house, and ordered me to 
close up, and go to bed. I heard several men say, if Senator 
Wyatt was not careful, he would not get to Nashville again. 
Have seen two men and one woman that have been whipped by the 
Ku Klux Klan.'' 

Barkly Martin, Shelby ville, Tenn.: "I saw eight of the Ku KIox 
Klan on the night of the 4:th of July. Since then, have known 
several negroes to be abused, in the county." 

Jacob M. Davis, 55 years of age: "I have lived in Tipton and 
Fayette Counties for 33 years^ I know there is an organized band 
of Ku Klux at Mason's Depot. I found out where their uniforms 
were made. They come to me and threatened to kill me if I ever 
told. Have known several colored men to be severely beaten, and 
one man hung. Some of the members of the band told me that 
they did not intend to molest anyone except discharged Union sol- 
diers. On the day of the Blountville Convention, a party of 30 
men assembled at the Depot, at Mason's, for the purpose of firinff 
into the train that carried the delegates. The train was behind 
time, and the crowd was persuaded to disperse. They swear that 
'General Smith can never come to Mason's Depot and quit there 
alive.' " 

James Barren, farmer, 43 years of age, lives near Nashville: 
"1 was disturbed by a party of men on Saturday night last, and 
fired at. Was afterwards visited by a squad of six men, and all 
my money taken — $450, 125 chickens, etc." 

Gilbert Adkin, 33 years old, mechanic: "I have lived in Column 
bia, Maury County, Tenn., for 20 years. Have frequently seen 
bodies of armed and masked men. Was ordered to leave there 
myself, because I am a Union man. They openly ^declare that 
they will run off all Republicans in the county. There are now, 
about 75 here, who have been run away from their homes because 
of their firm adherance to the Radical party." 

Lewis Stegall ,25 years old, farmer, Marshall County: "I have 
seen squads of men, from 8 to 20 in number, roaming around the 
country in disguise. Was taken from my house by eight of them. 
Was blindfolded; then, after cursing me for voting for Brownlow, 
they commenced whipping me,- They declared they would give me 
five licks apiece, but before I received all of them, a few of my friends 
fired on them. They [the Ku Klux] ran a short distance, and then 
fired back, hitting me in the breast,' and shooting off one my fin- 
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gerg. I sought rf Aige iq NashTiUe, ^ad now learn tiiat my mother 
vas given fifty lasbee, beoaoge she woold not tell the miserabla 
fiends where I was. A perfeet reign of terror now exists in my 
epnnty." 

S. Brandon, 40 years old, Lawrence connty: *'Am now engaged in 
the manHfactnce of spun yam ; have seen the Kn Klux Elans two or 
three times; do not know whether they have committed any depre* 
dations or not. They seined to be harmless when at my house. ' 

*W. Alexander, 20 years old, farmer, Maury county: *Tour or five 
hundred of the Eu Elux Elan were in Columbia on the 4th of 
July, all mounted; all were in complete disguise, horses and all< 
They have shot at me four or five times, and driven me from home» 
They say if I ever go back they will kill me, simply because I beat 
a drum at a colored school barbecue. Heard one crowd of them 
hurrah for Brown low's head and Sam. Aruell's. There is no safety 
for a Union man in Maury county, white or black." 

D. B. Garrett, 24 yeass old, school teacher, Marshall county: 
^Myself and other colored men, met a party of the Eu Elux, and th^ 
drew their pistols on us, swore they would kill us; but finally let us 
go, and ordered us when we met them in the future, to take off oar 
hats and call them master. Was driven from my home, and do not 
think I could stay at home and live. Saw them whipping Mr. 
Lonis Stegall, and fired upon them.'' 

Charles Belefont, 18 years of age: " Have lived in Maury county 
13 or 14 years* I know there is an organized band of Eu Elux in 
my county. They turn out twice a week in squads of from 8 to 40. 
They came to my house, took me about one hundred yards away; 
and after each one of them whipping me, they turned me loose, 
threatening to kill me if I ever told on them. I know them, and 
they were all in the Rebel army, and said they were going to kill 
all who had been in the Union army, or belonging to Union Leagues 
now." 

Thomas J. White, 21 years of age: "Was born and raised at Colum- 
bia; am a school teacher. Have seen men in disguise parading the 
streets of Columbia, both by day and by night, on horseback and on 
ft)ot. Have known many persons to be severely beaten because 
they belonged to the Loyal League, or were ex-United States sol- 
diers. I was forced to leave, and dare not go back." 

John Dunlap, school teacher, Shelby ville, Bedford county: '^Have 
been there three years. Was visited by a party of the Eu Elux 
Elan on the night of the 4th of July. My house was broken into 
and I was taken out and shamefully abused, and ordered to leave the 
place, and did so to save my life. A perfect reign of terror now 
exists in Bedford county. " 

Wm. Wyatt, 60 years of age, farmer and school teacher: "Have 
lived in Lincoln county near si^ty years. About forty or fifty per- 
Efons came to my hoo^e some time in April, all In disguise; eight or 
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ten difitnonnted and came itl the yard; four boys wbo work for me 
were just I'etnrnififj: from ist fishing party: they (the Kn Klox) fired 
tm the boy^s who ran away. They then left, and I heard of several 
negroes being abnsed by them; also, heard of two being hnng bjr 
liiem. The SberilFs honse was visited, and the doors knocked down; 
and his honse searched, but he was not at homei He has since re- 
signed his office. 

"On the first Monday in March, a man by the name of Dauphlin^ 
was shot and killed by them. A negro man was also killed — all in 
Fayetteville. A citizen was shot severely, (but afterwards recover- 
ed,; for voting a Union ticket. The civil officers are afraid to make 
arrests. On Saturday, the 18th, a company of the Ku Klux Klan 
came to my house about midnight; eight or ten came in, and, after 
alarming all the ladies in the house, told them they were looking 
for the man of the house. They called on me to come out; I told 
them that I was in bed. They then told me to come out, or they 
would bring me out. They then came to my bed, and despite thb 
screams of my wife and family, I was dragged fpoia my bed to the 
front of my house. While yet in the house, I was struck over the 
head with a pistol, and cut so the blood flowed profusely after sit- 
ting me down. One of them said, 'negro equality.' I replied, 
'negro equality is just what you made it, and where you left it, 
with your hand lifted up to the Most High God, swearing that yon 
would obey all the Proclamations and laws of this Government*' 
I took hold of a pail to get water, to wash off the blood, when 
they bid me good bye. Several cifciaens have left the town of Fay- 
etteville, on account of their Union proclivities." 

Nim Wilkes, Maury County, stone-mason by trade: **In June 
last, a party consisting of twenty-five disguised men, came to my 
house, and demanded entrance; I escaped; they treated my wife 
very cruelly, and threatened to hang her if she did not tell where 
I was. I have seen three men that were hung by the Klan. I was 
run away, and my life would be in danger if I should go back." 

Washington Davis, blacksmith, Columbia, Tennessee: "Five of 
the Klan visited my house late last night; broke in and shot at my 
wife. I was not at home. They gave my neighbor a call, where I 
was. After breaking down the door, and sliooting at us, they left." 

Anderson Cheatham, 24 years old, Maury County, barber: "I 
know there is a large organization of armed men in the county, 
calling themselves the Ku Klux Klan, and having for their object, 
as they, themselves declare, the complete extermination of loyal 
men. They have killed several, and have brutally abused many 
very old people. I cannot go to my house, as they have threatened 
to kill me.^ 

Milton Leftwick: **I was born and raised in Maury County, where 
I still live, when permitted to be at home, by the Ku Klux Klan. 
Murders committed by the Ku Klux are common occurrences in the 
vicinity of Columbia. The Union men are the only ones that snf* 
fer at the hand^ of these assassins." 
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Mannel Sykes, 46 years old: "I have lived in Maury Coanty all 
my life. One of the Klan told me there was no law in Maury but 
Kq Klux law; that that must be obeyed. I was told if I did not 
qnit the League, I woald be hung. I have seen them out frequent- 
ly, and have known them to fire on decent, unoffending Union men, 
simply because they were such." 

Daniel Scales, 45 years of age: "I am farming, and live in 
Marshall County. A party of the Ku Elux Klan broke into my 
house and searched for me, swearing that I was a Brownlow man, 
and that they would have me before they left. They went to my 
neighbor's, Mr. Lewis Stegall's, took him out, and blindfolded him, 
and commenced whipping him. A party of friends fired on the 
Eu Klux and dispersed them. I was ordered to leave, and cannot 
go back home, with any safety." 

Benjamin Mays, 28 years old, was born, and always lived in 
Maury County; carpenter by trade: "On the 4th of July, a band 
of Ku Klux passed my bouse. I attempted to get out of their way, 
but did not succeed. They caught me, and took me about a half 
mile from the house, where some five or six hundred were gathered 
together, and threatened to hang me. They finally let me go, but 
in aboat two weeks, they came to my house again, and hunted for 
me. I was hid under the floor. They did not find me. They told 
my wife, that they were going to commence work, and kill all over 
14 years old. The women, they said, they could manage. I took 
refuge here, and dare not go back," 

D. B. Garrett, Marshall County, school teacher: "Ku Klux are 
plenty, and depredations of every character, are being committed 
by them. There is no safety for a Union man." 

Henry Heiss, 28 years old, local editor of the Nashville Banr 
ner: "I wrote the article in reference to sending arms and ammuni* 
tion to Franklin, to supply loyal blacks. Got the information 
from our book-keeper. I found out since, that it was not true. 
But what was taken for arms, was a load of furniture. 

S. C. Mercer, editor of the Press and Times^ Nashville, Tenn.: 
"I never heard of Bearfield before his death. Did not deny the 
statement made in the Bannei\ untt I had seen everybody connec- 
ted with the office. No letter was received, speaking of the char- 
acter of Miss Ezell. Have no doubt of the existence of the Ku 
Klux Klan." 

Charles E. Robert, Nashville, city editor of the Union and Amer- 
ican: "I do not know of the existence of an organized band of 
the Ku Klux Klan. I received one communication. Think it a 
burlesque." 

M. H. Aymett, 43 years old, raised in Pulaski, police officer of 
said town : "Two or three hundred mounted men, in complete 
disguise, were in Pulaski on the night of the 4th of July; and 
some few on foot. Several men have been abused, and some killed* 
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Have made diligent search to find out who the masked parties 
were, but have learned nothing." 

J. 0. Griffith, Publisher of the Union and American: "I do not 
believe there i«( such an organization as the Ku Klux Klan. AH 
such things are to be deprecated by the good citi^ns having any 
self-respect, or who labor for the best interests of society." 

W. A. Kelley, of Maury County, being duly sworn, testifies: 
"That he resides about five miles west of Mount Pleasant; that he 
is a farmer, and is about 28 years of age. He was a Union soldier 
during the war, and was honorably discharged, at the close of the 
Same. He has lived about two years where he now resides; is a 
voter; and voted at the Spring election. At that election, threats 
were freely made against those voting the Union ticket; and, in 
one instance, a man pulled out a pistol and presented it at the 
head of a colored man, and swore that if the latter did not vote as 
he [the man] wished, he should not vote at all." 

''On Tuesday night last, he was assailed in his house, by a band 
of l4 armed men, who broke down the door, and forcibly entered 
the house. They called for Kelley, but he had escaped through the 
window and was fired at as he ran. They then censured and 
abused his wife, and, breaking open his trunk, plundered it of $160 
in money, and tore up the soldier's army discharge and certificate 
of registration. They went out and turned cattle into his field, 
partially destroying his crop. They also broke up his shot-gun. 
He left his house, and came to Nashville, and is afraid to re* 
turn, for fear of being killed. 

*^n regard to the November election, ho has heard the rebels 
say, that if they were not allowed to vote, they would not let any 
one else vote; and he believes such to be their deliberate design. 
The party who was at his house on Tuesday night, swore that *no 
damned Union soldier, or abolitionist should, live in Maury Coun- 
ty.' He knows some of the party that were at his house, as he 
heard them speak certain names, while they were breaking down 
his doors, and while -he was running away. He does not believe 
that any Union man, white or black, will be allowed to vote, un- 
molested, in the coming election. 

• 

J. B. Hobdy, Sheriff of Sumner County, sworn: "Says he believes 
the Ku Klux organization is strong in that county; and that it is 
said, at least two thirds of the grown male inhabitants belong to it. 
Some weeks ago, they took a colored man from his house, near Gal- 
latin, and whipped him severely. The people of Sumner, many of 
them, declare they intend to vote at the Presidential election, des- 
pite the Franchise Law. He believes the object of the Ku Klux 
Klan is to keep the colored people from the polls, and voting at the 
Presidential election. Mr. Hobdy also testifies to the presence of 
a large armed force in Gallatin, at the special election for Chancel- 
lor, some months ago, and on the Monday following. He does not 
believe that a fair and peaceable election can be held in Sumner 
County without a military force to protect the polls. He, himself, 
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had heard a Justice of the Peace declare, that no colored tfian should 
vote at any polls where he was." 

Thomas Harrell, of Giles County, sworn, testifies: "I saw men 
in disguise in my county, in July last, about sixteen in number, all 
armed. They said they were going to kill us; commenced to break 
down the door. Moses Boddy, who was in the house, told them that 
if they did, he would kill them, and they left. I hav^ been obliged 
to leave home, to save my life. Some three weeks ago, I went 
home; tny wife told me that four men had been to my house; one of 
them forcibly violated her person. I know some of the parties that 
belong to the Elan; they live in this county; they are rebels. I 
have had to live out a good part of the Summer, to keep from being 
killed." 

Q, Has any other fomale persons been violated in your county? 

A. ''There has. I have heard the rebels say, that if they did 
not vote in the Presidential election, no one else should. These re- 
marks are general. Republicans cannot express themselves in. safe- 
ty; their lives are in danger all the time." 

Moses Boddy, sworn, resides three miles from Oornersville; "I 
know there is an organization, known as the Ku Klux Klan. I 
saw thirty men, masked and armed, in Xpril last They came to 
my house at night and demanded my pistols, gun and registration 
papers; they said they were going to have them if I staid in the 
State. I had to leave home and come to Nashville, to save my life. 
I have made a good crop, but cannot go thepe to gather it, without 
protection. " 

Sufficient evidence thas been taken by the committee, to prove 
that large quantities of fire arms have been sold in the last two 
months, far in eitcess of any time since the war. Nearly every 
dealer in that branch of trade, has been summoned before the com- 
mittee. 

The Editors of the different journals in the city, have been sum- 
moned before the committee; their attention having been called to 
an article in the NdshvtUe Banner , that stated, a wagon load of 
arms had been sent out to Franklin, Tenn., for the use of the Loy- 
alists. The committee being anxioiis to know how much truth there 
was in the statement, caused the editor of that paper — the one that 
wrote the article alluded to — to appear before them; who, after be- 
ing sworn, stated that he was mistaken; that after investigation, it 
was found to be only a load of furniture. 

One of the Proprietors of the Union and American, Mr. J. 0. 
Griffith, sworn, says: '*I do not believe there is any such organiza- 
tion; but do believe there are men in disguise. I consider it detri- 
mental to the best interests of society, and ought to be put down." 

The editor of the Press and Times, (Mr. Mercer,) sworn, states: 
"I never received any information, verbal or otherwise, in relation 
to Mr. Bearfield, who was murdered at Franklin. I did not deny 
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liie statement, until I went to every body connected with our office 
and made the enquiry as to whether such comraanication bad been 
received in regard to the character of Miss Ezell, as published in 
the Nashville Sanner, and other Democratic papers." 

1st, The wife of Lewis Prowell, (colored,) a citizen of Hickman 
County, was murdered on the 12th instant, by six unknown mount* 
ed men. 

2d, Tom Kelley, (colored,) of Maury County, was murdered by 
the Ku Klux, on the 12th instant 

3d, Alph Baissey, (colored,) Maury County, was hung on the 
14th instant, by the Ku Klux. 

4th, Tom jTourdan, (colored,) was taken from the jail, on the 
night of the 14th inst., and murdered. He was a citizen of Maury 
County. 

5th, Several murders were committed near Johnsonville, about 
the first of the month — names of the parties murdered, not given. 

6th, Tom Kelley was taken from his home, in Maury County, on 
the night of the 15th inst. It is believed he was murdered, as he 
has not been seen since. 

Ben Ways, (colored,) deposes and says: "He is a resident of 
Maury County, Tenn., and that, on the night of the 15th of July, 
Ku Klux came and surrounded his house; asked his wife for him; 
swore they were bound to have and kill him. He was hid under 
the floor of the next room, occupied by another person. They ter- 
rified a little girl so bad, that she told where he was hid. They 
tore HP all the floor in the house, except three planks that were where 
he was; they tired and quit, but swore they would return and kill 
him any how. On the night of the 4th of July, they were out in 
full force; he hid, but they found him concealed behind a rack. He 
was taken before their leader, to see whether he should be hung, or 
not. They finally agreed to let him go, on the promise that he 
would quit the Union Let^ue meetii^s.'' 

Personally appeared before George E. Judd, Capt., etc., George 
Hasland, who being qualified, says: "He left Columbia, Tenn., his 
home, in fear of his life. On the evening of the lOth inst., Lou. 
Bullock came to his house asking for money due him on a judgment, 
and said that the Ku Klux would kill him; that he had been keep- 
ing them off. On the night of the 16th, Bullock and the Deputy 
Sheriff came and demanded the money, at 11 o'clock, P. M. The 
judgment was found against me for shooting a cow. Said if they 
could not have it by fair means, they would by foul. They said the 
Ku Klux Klan would have me, if I was within fifty miles." 

Signed, George E. Judd, Capt., etc. 

Gilbert Aiken, Colnmbia, Tenn.: "On the night of the 15th 
\nstant, a large body of men in disgnise, went to the houses of 
Thomas Kelly, Thomas Jonrdan, Bryan Bailey and Wash Har- 
rison; took them from their honses and carried them off. These 
disguised men left word, that if Gilbert Aiken did not leave Co- 
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lumbia soon, they would hang him. Wash. Harrison and Bryan 
Baily returned the same night; bat Thomas Eelly and Thomas 
Jourdan have not returned; our apprehension is, that they have 
been killed. They threaten to kill every colored man in the coun- 
try. The following men belong to the Klan: John Piggatt, Jim 
Hughes, Monk Barr, Jun. Aikin, Milton Yoorhees, Bill Halkum, 
John Halktim, Allen Halkum, Walter and Bill Pillow, Hugh 
Aiken, Horsley G-ordon, Willie Littlefield, Bob and Mack Frier- 
son, Jo. Walker and Bob McManus." 

Signed, G-egbgb E. Judd, Oapt., etc. 

Alexander Moore, (colored,) Marshall County, states, that ^'the 
Ku Klux Klan have driven him from his house. On the 11th of 
July, they called to him while working in the field. He went the 
other way. They told Burt Owen, that they would kill him, 
(Moore,) whenever they found him. He left the country and 
came to Nashville." Signed, Q-bo. E. Judd, Oapt., etc. 

Silas Jackson, (colored,) Marshall County, states, that ^^he has 
been driven from his house by the Ku Klux Klan; that they 
commenced threatening to kill him about the 1st of July. Since 
then he has been continually threatened. That on the 12th he 
consulted Dr. McClure, who advised him to leave, stating that 
^this thing will soon come to a head, and will have to be lanced.* 
He has been in Nashville since." 

Signed, George E. Judd, Oapt., etc. 

Jacob Wall, (colored,) Marshall county, states that "he has been 
driven from his home by the Kn KIqx Klan. On the night of the 
12th, they hunted him and threatened to hang him, if he refused to 
comply with their requests. That his employers advised him to 
leave. His name is Hardin Brumell. He told me that I would be 
killed if I tried to stay, by the Ku Klux, as they are out every 
night" Signed, Geo. E. Judd^ Captain, etc. 

Thomas Stokes, (colored,) Barker's Station, 18 miles from Nash- 
ville, states that "on the evening of the 13th, Thomas Hampton and 

Bonds came to his house heavily armed. That Thomas 

Hampton levelled his gun upon him to shoot him ; but that the cap 
did not explode, and that on that account, his life was saved. That 
they then left, threatening to kill him and his family, some other 
time. They said they were going to kill every colored man, and 
thus 'slacken Grant's ropes.' He had to leave in consequence, and 
try to get protection in Nashville*" 

Signed, Geo. E. Judd, Captain, etc. 

Outrageous conduct, as perpetrated upon the colored Loyalists of 
Giles county) Tennessee: 

G. P. Bowles, sworn, states, that "while at Cornersville, and en- 
gaged in teaching school, I was visited by a gang of men in disguise 
who claimed to be Ku Klaz. They searched my valise, which con- 
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tained miscellaneoas epistles, of which they possessed themselves. 
They then departed, leaving orders to injself and other inmates of * 
the boarding house, to not vote for Brownlow again, or any other 
Radical aspirant for office. 

'*Soon after they returned and ascended to the top of the school 
house, which is located near the boarding house, and precipitated 
therefrom the steeple and church bell. Shortly before the attack 
on the school ho^se, they halted on the highway one Charles Me* 
dure, (colored,) and compelled him to take an oath that he would 
not aid or support any Radical ticket whatever. 

'^On or about the Ist day of June, 1868, the colored people had 
assembled near Gornersville, in prayer-meeting, when they were 
attacked by the Ku Klux. The meeting was broken up, and the 
leaders of the meeting taken out and severely whipped upon their 
bare backs. 

"On the 25th of June, 1868, an order was found upon the floor of 
my school honne, warning me to not attempt to teach any longer at 
Gornersville. On the 26th inst., my school term expired. X 
b^ged that I might be permitted to proceed with the examination 
and exhibition of the school, as the session was so soon to close. In 
my efforts to gain the assurance of those in authority at Corners*' 
ville, I was told that my school was outside the Corporation. 
Finding ourselves at the mercy of such characters, I thought it best 
to close the school before sunset; but, to our surprise, in the day ^. 
and before 12 o'clock, M., a gang of white men, all mounted on 
horses, passed by the school house, uttering threats of their inten- 
tion to visit the school at night. They made their appearance 
according to their promise. They found a crowd of adults march 
ing in solid column on the school ground, as for a battle. They 
(the Ku Klux) gave three cheers for Jefferson Davis, and three for 
the Ku Klux. After they done this, they dismounted and told the 
colored people to hide themselves, hunt their holes, etc. The; 
women and children became frightened at these unexpected guests. 
Th^ commenced screaming, and ran. 

"These men were not in disguise at all. Some of the colored men,, 
to my astonishment, made their appearance on the ground armed 
with such old muskets as were not yet stolen from them by this 
treasonable Klan. The colored men, who had been well skilled in 
tactics, surrounded their enemies, took them into custody, and would^ 
have marched them into Pulaski, but owing to their pitiful begging ^ 
for mercy, and the intercession of some of the influential cotored 
men, and their promises to disturb them no more, they were allowed 
to go at liberty. 

"On the night of the 27th inst., the colored people met at their 
school house, being the regular night for the "Debating Club'' to 
meet, when they were waited upon by the following named white 
citizens of Gornersville, viz.: Ferris Baird, Dr. James, Parson: 
Hensley, Willis Walden and James Jarrett, and were told to diii* 
perse the meeting; that they were the friends of the colored peoplei 
and that there were in town a great many armed men, who in- 
tended mischief; and if they (the colored) people would disperse^ 
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and go bome^ it would be best for the oommiiQity. The colored 
* people being! deeirons of peace, heeded the admonition, and went 
aome. 

"I omitted to state that after the release of those captured on the 
night of the 26th inst, they mana^fed to get into the rear of the 
QoTored\ people and fire into them; fortunately, no one was hnrt. 
The white people of Oomersville, thinking it would not do for the 
colored people to protect themselves in the way they did, they (the 
whites,) held a meeting, passed resolutions, etc., but not one of 
the names of white Loyalists was attached to these resolutions, 

'*0n the night of the 4th of July, tiiey turned out with shot-guns, 
rerolvers, clubs, ete. They met at the house of William Burk, 
colored, and shot him dead. The following Monday night, they 
risited my boarding house, and called to me; but thej were too late, 
for a friend of mine had informed me of what was said concerning 
me. They said I was implicated in admonishing the colored people 
to insurrection against the whites, which is a gross falsehood* 
There are in this city, several colored men, whose lives have been 
threatened by these same men. Most of them have left their fami- 
lies, and come to this city. They all certify to the truth of my 
every statement. K we can get any assurance for the protection of 
otaur lives, it would be a high and grand favor conferred upon suffer- 
ii^ humanity. These colored men who have fled, are in this city, 
without food or means of support. 

''BespectfeUy submitted." 

Signed, G. F. Bowles. 

"A true copy: 

"Jambs Thompson, 
"Brevet Lieut.-Col. U. S, A." 

Mr. Brown, Agent Freedmen's Bureau and Abandoned Lands,^ 
states that "large amounts are due the freedmen on last year's 
labors in Fayette county; that when they go to the lawyers in 
Somerville, they tell them they had better not make a fuss about it; 
that it would bring down the ire of the white peoplp, and tbey would 
start the Ku Elux after them; that causes them to abandon their 
rights, and submit to their fate." 

Isaac Porter, agent, etc., in charge of the counties of Obion, 
Dyer and Gibson, in his rq>ort of Gibson, says: "I regret being 
obliged to report lawlessness of all kinds, and outrages by whites 
against blacks, much on the increase during the past month. - Three 
cases of wonien*whippiiig have been reported, two of which wore 
by the hands of white men — ^taking the women from their homes in 
toe night to the woods, and stripping them of their clothing and 
oruelly beating them. Warrants were issued for the men, and re- 
tQmed before Esquire Lewis Wade; a mock trial was had, and the 
aecused acquitted. I have no hesitation in saying, that Esquire 
Wade violated his obligation as a Magistrate; and that he will not 
do justice to a negro, where a white man is concerned. 

"Two persons have been arrested for assault and battery, and one 
^ attempt at rapcn^l the parties were fined. Since then men 
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h^re visited the hoase of the ▼oman at night, and threatened hilr 
and her husband's life, nnlees they pay back the moiley they were 
fined, and the coats* Other warrants haye been iflsned; the parties 
cannot be found; but still they visit the houses of these negroee 
until they have had to leave to save their lives. 

"Near Milan, a building owned and used by the colored people 
for a school-house and church, has been bmiied. Accounts frooi 
aU parts of the country are continually reaching me of outrages 
being committed by whites on the negroes, in the night. Where 
negroes know the parties, they fear to give their names. I do not 
think the sentiment of the white people is favorable towards the 
officers who attempt to execute the laws, where whites and blaoks 
are interested." 

J. E. Wood, Clerk of the County Court of Gibson County, in a 
communication dated July 20th, speaking of the outrages commit- 
ted upon the freedmen in his county, statesi ^It has gotten to be 
such a common thing, the people think but little about it. There is 
a very bad state of affairs. * * It is no uncommon thing to 
take a nogro out and kill him. The Ku Elux are accused of it here. 
Most of them are so disguised, they tell me they do not ktiow them." 

Mr. Isaac C, Reavis, Clerk of the County Court of Weakley 
County, July the 22d, says: ^*There have been colored persons whip- 
ped and disarmed at sundry times and places, in said county, by 
persons in disguise. This has been common for the past three 
months. This night-prowling keeps black and white loyalists in 
dread." 

Abram Roberts, sworn, says: ''On July 4th, in Weakley County, 
fifteen men came a la Eu Elux masks, to his cabin, took him out and 
beat him over the head, and demanded two pistols, which they said 
he owned; then flogged him. This same crowd whipped other ool* 
ored men the same night, in the same neighborhood; and that hto 
had heard of others being whipped before that, and through fear 
he had gone to Memphis, for protection." 

J. S. Poston, Esq., Clerk of the County Court of Haywood 
county, July 15th, says: ''I think We shall have a good deal of 
trouble with the Eu Elux during the present eaaipaifn, as the feel- 
ings of the ex-rebd soldiers are very bitter against the negro; not* 
withstanding the poor freedmen have taken no part in politics, as 
yet, in this part of the country. But I suppose, the fellows think 
they will, and want to nip it in the bud. I tnink their object is to 
scare, if they can; but if thef fail in that, they will resort to any 
unfair or cruel means to carry out their designs. Th^, doubtless, 
intend to prevent the negroes from voting for Grants They (the 
freedmen) are not inelined to vote any other way* Every law an4 
order man in this county, has serious fears as to what a few months 
will bring forth. 

''Numerous complaints having reached rae during the last two or 
three months, in regard to the condition of things in Hardeman 
County. I directed Mr. Brown, agents etos to go theiw and havi» 
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the ^ilty parties indieted bjr the Grand Jwry, ud to procure indiefe- 
Bients in the following eaees, if pofleible: 

"First, For taking L. 8. Frost, teacher of colored school at Sauls- 
bnrj, from his house, and beating and otherwise maltreating him, 
on the night of May 16th. 

"Second, For H. M. Parker and others, for murderously assaulting 
and cruelly beating Henry Johnson, and his wife. Rose, while in 
bed in their own house, at Bolivar, Tenn., on the night of April 
24th, and by threats compelling them to leave town. 

"Third, For taking Oornelius Hutchinson from his house into the 
streets of Bolivar, and cruelly and unmercifully flogging him, on 
the night of Mav 29th, and intimidating him to such an extent as 
to cause him to leave the town. 

"Fourth, For H. M. Parker and others, for forcibly entering the 
house of Charles Martin, at Bolivar, on the night of May 29th, and 
assaulting and threatening him with violence, to such an extent as 
to induce him to leave the town. 

"Fifth, For H. M. Parker, for attempting to commit rape on the 
person of Emmeline Green, aged 13 years, at Bolivar, Tenn . 

"Sixth, For George Nolan and others, for murderously assault- 
ing and beating Oliver Prince, at Pocahontas, Tenn., on the 5th 
day of June. 

"Seventh, For Abner Harvey, for committing rape upon the per- 
son of Jane Kennedy, aged 14 years. 

"Mr. Brown remained at Bolivar from June 22d until July 4th. 
fie reports that he used all diligence in endeavoring to have all 
these cases brought up before the Grand Jury; yet ne was unable 
to procure indictments in but one case — that of No. 2 in the list as 
set forth above. In that case, he secured indictments against H. 
M. Parker, J. F. Dunlap, A. Scatter, Alfred Tiller and Robert Han- 
oock, for aggravated assault and battery upon the person of Henry 
Johnson and wife. The parties gave bail. Parker and crowd, as 
nsual, turned the tables upon Johnson, and swore out a peace war 
rant, and he was put under $500 bond to keep the peace. The 
securitv not being forthcoming, Johnson was marched off to jail, 
where he was at last accounts.'' 

A fair example of the manner in which the freedmen receive their 
rights in the law^biding town of Bolivar, Tennessee. 

In regard to the other cases, Mr. Brown reports, as follows: 
"In No. 1, the witnesses could not be got before the Grand Jury, 
the citizens of Sanlsbory, evidently, having brought all their infln* 
enoe to bear to prevent their appearance. No. 3: Hutchinson and 
bis wife, who were the only prosecuting witnesses, had taken Park- 
er and his crowd at tiieir word, and through fear that they would 
be killed, had fled to Georgia, their former home. No. 4: Mai'tin, 
thQ prosecuting witness, implored to be let off, and not compelled 
to testify, as he was satisfied that he would have to leave town if 
he did, luid thou^t he would be killed before the trial if he did 
not leave. Martin is a one-legged cripple, and assistant teacher in 
the colored sdiool «t Bolivar. No. &: the girl, Bmmeline, was be* 
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fore the Grand Jury; but as there was no other witnesses, they re- 
fused to find a true bill. 

"On the 4th day of July, Mr. Halley, the teacher of the colored 
school at Pocahontas, was compelled to leave town, a report of 
which was forwarded to you on the 17th day of July. Since that 
time, Mr. Halley has been living at Bethel Station, McNairy Coun- 
ty; and, under date of July 17th, he says: *The Ku Klux Klan 
are very hostile about Pocahontas yet. They went to my house 
since I left, to find me, * * .* I was born and brought 
up in the South. Just because I was loyal to the GoTernment, and 
fought in the Federal Army, I must be run over by these scoundrels, 
and not permitted to stay at home. I hope the Government will 
take cognizance of these matters.' 

"The white population, through these Ku Klux Klans, have com- 
pelled a most complete system of surveillance over the freedmen, 
scarcely equaled under the old slave regime. They are completely 
subjugated — afraid to say their souls are their own — ^afraid to ex- 
press their sentiments — and afraid to exercise the elective franchise 
conferred upon them by the laws of the State. The feeling against 
the freedmen is deep and bitter; and, while they are entitled to the 
game rights under the law as the white men, it is impossible, as yet, 
to obtain them. 

"A cofnpany of soldiers stationed at Bolivar, would have a very 
salutary and peaceful effect, and, at the same time, secure to the 
freedman his rights of person and property, which, I am satisfied, 
he cannot now obtain in that county through the civil law. J, B. 
King, Mr. Stewart and Mr. Newland, County Commissioners — ^as 
well as every Union man with whom I have conversed — express 
the opinion that, in justice to the freedmen, the Government, either 
State or National, should send, at least, a company of soldiers to 
that county. It is an outrage upon humanity, and a mockery of 
justice and civil law, the way the freedmen are treated in this 
county." 

"The political campaign is now being inaugurated, and I cannot 
but believe, that, unless the Government takes a decided stand in 
favor of law and order, and by the judicious distribution of its 
troops, overawes the reckless and evil-disposed men of this Sub- 
District, that we must expect violence and bloodshed between this 
and the day of the election. 

"There is not, in my opinion, the least possible chance for a doubt 
but that the Conservative, or Democratic party, intend, at the 
coming election to prevent, either by chicanery, intimidation, or 
violence, the freedmen from voting any other than their ticket. 
And, from present indications, a large majority of the freedmen 
are determined that they will vote the Republican ticket, and no 
other, and will, if interfered with in the exercise of this rigt, repel 
force with force. Signed, Fbbd S. Palmeb, 

Lieut.- Col., Sub-Asst. Coms. 

"July to August 10th, 1868." 
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H. A. Sastmaii, in chaise, reports as follows: 

GoLUHBiA, Tennbss£B, Jalj 30, 1868. 

"Complaints of Creedmen, otherwisQ than outrages by the Ka 
KIux, have beea few. A 11, however, had a hearing before the 
Magistrates, with the usual result; unsatisfactory to the freedmen, 

" Night of the 4th inst., developed a large organization of prow- 
lers, known now as "Ghouls," composed of the old Ku Klux Klan, 
with new instructions. 

"This organization met in force, about two or three hundred 
strong, on the night in question, on the outskirts of the town. 
They were attacked by an armed force of colored men, whose ob- 
ject was to avenge some of the numerous outrages committed upon 
their race for some time past. Nearly all the freedmen who were 
engaged in this attack of the 4tb, have been obliged to flee to 
Nashville for safety. Some, however, have been caught and mur- 
dered, one of whom was Tom Kelly. Alph Rairrey [colored] was 
hung on the 4th inst., being accused of being accessory to the at- 
tempted murder of Mr. Preeland. Tom Jourdan was also accused 
of being an accomplice in said murder. He was lodged in jail here 
for trial, but on the night of the 4th inst., he was taken from jail 
and executed. The *Ghouls' have also hunted for several other 
prominent colored men, and have threatened to kill them. The 
avowed purpose of this Klan of murderers and thieves is to con- 
trol the polls at the next election, as they say that, Hf niggers are 
allowed to vote, they will vote, also.' If the Militia is sent to op- 
pose and punish them, they think themselves equal to the emergen- 
cy, and intend to assert their rights. 

"John Dean, Acting Agent, Murfreesboro', saj^s: 'There were 
three men who were taken out by the Ku Klux Klan, and severely 
whipped, and then ordered to leave the country, without any com- 
pensation whatever, for their trouble and labor. The Ku Klux 
Klan paraded the streets of this city, about three hundred strong. 
Since then, I have not seen them, but hear them say that they intend 
to vote in the coming election. 

^John Wilson, Agent at Johnsonville, Tenn., says: ^Ifind, as the 
election approaches, the disfranchised citizens are talking loudly of 
voting by force, and not letting the negroes vote at all.' 

"In my Sub-District, the affairs of the freedmen seemed to be in a 
deplorable condition during the first part of the month. During 
the first part, the outrages of the Ku Klux Klan were of daily oc- 
currence. Many murders were committed. Negroes were whipped 
and driven from their homes. In fact, such a reign of terror was 
established, that negroes from all parts of the country, fled to the 
city for protection." 

Signed, Geo* E. Judd, Captain, etc. 

Charles B. Simpson, Sub- Agent, Pulaski, Tennessee, sftys: '^Out- 
rages are not so numerous as they were last month, althoogh there 
are many; in fact, too many for the good and welfare of the freed- 
men. The Ku Klux Klan have driven off many, and forbidden 
them ever to return again, stating that if they do, they will be shot," 
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J. 0. McMoIlen, Ageot, ete., Oliu'ksvflle, TemieBBee, writes Oapt. 
Jndd: ''About 10 days sinoe, the Bev. E. McEinney of this city, 
was notified by the En Elax Elan to leave within 20 days. Last 
night the Elan was out in force for drill; broke down the door of 
a colored man's house; shot at him two or three times, he returning 
the fire. They retreated, leaving on the battle-field the weighty 
shroud of their commander. At I o'clock, A. M., they marched by 
the house of Mr. McEinley; halted for a few moments to get the 
lay of the ground, I am informed, and then passed on. Mr. Mc- 
Einley and others, have asked me to request of Maj.-General Car- 
lin to furnish them with a few rounds of ammunition — say 500 
rounds. I would recommend that the request be granted. The 
Eu Elux Elan have done much damage to the freedmen." 

AFFIDAVIT OF iiSWIS POWELL. 

Personally appeared before me, Lewis Powell, (colored,) wh^o, 
being duly sworn, deposes and says, as follows: ^^He lives in 
the 4th District of Hickman County, State of Tennessee, and 
that on the 12th instant, about 5 o'clock^ A. M., six mounted 
men appeared in front of bis bouse, and demanded feed for their 
horses, and on being informed by his wife, that she had no feed, 
they requested something to eat for themselves. That he then 
left the house, for fear of getting into a difficulty with these men, 
and did not return to the same, until he heard several shots 
fired. And that on arriving at his house he found his wife lying 
on the floor, dead; that two balls had penetrated her lungs. 

'^That his three daughters, aged, respectively, 21, 18 and 14 
years, who were present when the murder was committed, told 
him that it was the avowed intention of the murderers, to kill 
every ^nigger on the place, before daylight,' and that 'no damned 
Union League niggers should rule the country.' '' 

Sworn to, and signed before W. H. Bbbweb, 

Lieut, 45th B^ment U. S. A* 

Edwin G-. Brown, Moses Tucker, Sam Harwell, and Taylor 
Bennett, state, under oath: ''That they are residents of G-iles 
County. That on the night of the 30th of June, 1868, the Eu 
Klux Elan came to their houses and threatened them with hang- 
ing. They took Sam Harwell from his house, and beat him for 
reiosing to tell where another colored man was concealed. That 
they worked on the shares, on the farm of Thomas Harwell, 
Judge WilUsford, and Wm. Webb, and that, for fear of their 
lives being taken by the Ku EIuz Elan, they left their homes 
axkd came to Nashville, for protection. That they were advised 
by th^r employers to take that course." 

(Signed:) Edwih G. Bbown, 

Tatlob BSMinSTT, 

Sam Habwelii, 
mosbs tuckeb. 
Sworn to, and ogned before Joseph W. G-blbay, 

Oaptain 45th Infantry, U. S« A, 
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Pink HarriSy (sworn,) Giles Ooanty, saTs: ^^On the night of 
Jnne 30th, 1868, he was employed by Zack Smith and Jesse 
Neil, as a teamster and farmer. That his cabin was surrounded 
by a band of armed men, in disguise, who began firing at him 
with their pistols. He was shot at several times, one of which 
shots took effect in his side, and nearly through his body. 

'^Deponent further says, that it is generally understood, and 
believed, that the Kn Klux Klan are preparing to kill, or drive 
away, all the colored men who were Union men or soldiers in the 
Federal army, or were ever connected with it in any way. That 
there is no protection for colored men or Union citizens in the 
neighborhood of his residence; and that for this reason, he has 
been obliged to leave his home, and friends, to seek protection 
for his rights and life, in Nashville." 

Sworn to before Joseph W. Gblbat, 

Captain, etc., U. S. A. 

Brevet Maj.-General W. P. Garlin, Asst. Commissioner for 
Tennesssee, says: ^^General complaints are continually coming 
in of outrages committed by the ^u Elux Elan, The colored 
people are leaving their homes, and are fleeing to the towns and 
large cities for protection. They say that it is impossible for 
them to work during the day, and keep watch during the night, 
which is necessary for them to do, in order to save their lives. 
Unless something is done immediately, by the G-overnor, to pro- 
tect the colored citizens of the country, the cities will be flooded by 
poor, helpless creatures, who will have to be supported by the 
State, or United States Government. It is impossible for me to 
advise the poor creatures, who are continually reporting to me. 

'^The Eu Elux organization is so extensive, and so well or- 
^nized and armed, that it is beyond the power of any one to ex- 
ert any moral influence over them. Powder and ball is the only 
thing that will put them down." 

Signed, Gbo. E. Judd, 

Oaptain U. S. A, and Sub^Asst. Commissioner. 

Walter Scott, of Oornersville, being duly sworn, deposes and 
says: ^^That the Eu Elux Elan took all his arms from him du- 
ring last April. That they now threaten to kill him. That on 
the 6th of July, word was sent to him that he had not long to 
live. These words were sent to him by Robert Jordan, and Mid 
Jordan, who live five miles from, or South, of Oornersville.'' / 

He further says, that ^^on the night of the 5th of July, a par* 
ty of Eu E^lux went to the house of Mint Burks, on Samuel 
Marshbank's farm, and took him from his bed and killed him. 
Charles Marshbanks told him, on the 3d instant, that his life was 
very short. Mint thought it was a joke, and paid no attention 
to it.'* Sworn to before Geo. E. Judd, 

Oaptain, etc., U. S. A. 
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C^eorge Orittendon, Giled Ootmiy, being dttly sworn, deposes 
and says: ^^He liyes on the plantation of James Hardy, seven 
miles from Oomersyillew That the Ku Elux took all his arms in 
April last; that he reported them to the Agent, at Pulaski, for 
which they have threatened his life. That he dare not live in 
that section, unless he can be protected/^ 

Swori^ to before G-bo. E. Judd, 

Captain, etc., XT. S. A, 

Statement of Pleasant Hillman, of Oblumbia, Maury Co.: "I 
was driven from my home by the Ku Klux, on Saturday night They 
attacked my house, broke down the doors. I jumped out of the 
back window. Previous to the attack, we (the colored people) 
had promised to stand by each other, if we were attacked. About 
15 of us collected together, after my doors were broken down, 
and attacked the Ku Klux with muskets and revolvers. In this 
way we kept them off, and defended ourselves, and kept up the 
attack until daylight, when they left. Some one has told them 
I that Z. Emanuel Sykes and Gilbert Dickens were there, and that 

Charles Frierson was the leader of the freedmen; and for this they 
have sworn to kill us before Saturday night. I have left Colum«» 
bia, because I am confident I should be killed if I stayed there. 
We have been laying out ever since. The women, also." 

Sworn to before Geo. B. Judd, 

Captain, etc., IT. S. A* 

Henry M. Daniels, Leander Wright, and Nathan Harris, of 
^ the County of Lincoln, say for themselves, under oath: '^That 
they were driven from the aforesaid county by the Ku Klux Klan. 
That said Klan have threatened to kill all colored men (soldiers) 
who voted for Brownlow. That outrages are continually being 
committed. Colored men are shot and whipped, and so badly 
abused, as to render it impossible for them to defend themselves; 
being unarmed, and having no organissation; and being, through 
ignorance, unable to organize, or do anything for their own pro« 
tection," Sworn to before Gbo. B, Judd, 

Captain, etc., U. S. A. 

Lewis Stegall, Marshall County, being duly sworn, deposes and 
says: ^'He is a resident of Marshall County; lives near Chapel 
Hill. That on the night of June 15th, he was taken out of his 
house by the Ku Klux and beaten with straps; that his clothes 
were stripped from him. On the 29th inst., they came to his 
house and beat his mother with a pistol, and would have killed 
him^ if he had not been away. That they are continually threat- 
ening his life; in fact, they are threatening the life of every one, 
who has said anything against them, or who belonged to the 
United States Army. That it is impossible for them to live in 
that county, unless they can be protected in some way. 
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'^They further state, that five oolorad men left at the same time 
that they did, aod uader simihir oiroumstancee." 

Sworn to before Gso. E. Judd, 

Oaptain, etc., TT. S. A* 

Halinda Gregory, (colored,) Duck-river Station, states, nnder 
oath: ^^That she has been teaching school until June 18th, 
when the En Klnx came and threatened her life, if she did not 
quit teaching. That she, finding out that they really meant to 
execute their threat, left the country, and came to Nashville/' 

Sworn to before Geo. E. Judd> 

Oaptain, etc., TJ. S. A. 

Spencer Gregory, (husband of Malinda,) states: ^^He lived 
with her on J. H. Gregory's plantation; that on the same day 
his wife left, the Ku Elux came to his house, and demanded ad- 
mittance; that he went out and opened the gate. They said, 
*you have run that d - d wife of yours of^ have you?' He an* 
•wered, 'no, I did not run her off, but sent her o£' They said^ 

<it is d d lucky you did.' That since that time, they, (him 

and wife,) have been living in Franklin, Tenn., being afraid to go 
back to their home." Sworn to before Gbo. E. Judd, 

Oaptain, etc^ TJ. S. A. 

A letter from Lieut. Gol. Fred. S. Palmer, Assistant Commis- 
sioner, states: ''It was the intention of the colored people to 
have had a barbecue on the 4th instant, in which Mr. Halley's 
colored school was to participate On the night of the 3rd of 
July, a party of about twenty men, in the Ku Elux regalia or 
uniform, visited Mr. Halley's house, but, fortunately, Mr. Halley 
seeii^ them coming, made his escape. They left one of their 
usual notices for him to leave town, etc. The next day a diffi^ 
oulty occurred between Mr. Halley and the white men, in which 
several shots were fired^ bat no one hit. The colored people then 
gave up the idea of holding their barbecue^ and left for homoi 
Mr. Halley left also, and went to Purdy, McNairy County, feel- 
ing that it was no longer safe to stay at Pocahontas. Daring 
the day two colored men are represented as having been beaten 
by the whites. 

'^The feeling towards the colored and white Union men at that 
point is evidently very hostile and bitter, and I am of the opin- 
ion, that there are a class of persons in that vicinity who are de* 
termined that no white man shall teach a colored school at Poca- 
hontas; and I have serious doubts even if they would permit a 
dolored person to teach a school unmolested." 

Signed, Fbsd. S. Palmer, 

Lieut.^OoI. and Asst. Commissioner. 

Mr. Halley's letter to Col. Palmer, dated July 4tb, 1868, sayst 
'1 had a visit from the Eu Elux last night. They came to 
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my house, (thirty in ntunber,) and 'cut np' conrnderably. I stay- 
ed at my house until they came within one hundred yards of the 
same, then ran off some distance. They opened the doors and 
searched for me, and hallooed a great deal, and then went off« 
They gave a letter to one of my stndents to give to me, which I 
send to yon. Some of the rebels say we will have a happjf tim€ 
eating dinner toKlay at the barbecneb 

''Some have advised me to stop the si^ool, but I don't wish to 
do that as my school is inerecmng. The freedmen are solicitous 
that the school should go ou, as they are just about done their 
work. I can have a very full school until crop-gathering time* 
1 have gone to some expense building me a house and fitting it 
up; I have nothing to do but teach, so I wish to continue it. I 
hope you will send protection immediately. If this thing goesi 
off calmly, they will make another raid on me soon. I buUt my 
house near the school house; I stay by my house, so they have a 
good chance at me. 

''Hoping to hear from you at the earliest time possible, 

"I remain, your obedient servant, 

"Wm. S. Hallkt.'* 

The following is a copy of the letter left for Mr. Halley, by the 
Ku Klux Klan that came after him: 

Hidden Beoess, 
Uktebbifixd's Bbtksat, 
Klan of YengeanceI 

Eternity II 

"Yillain, awayl! Ere another moon wanes, unless thou 
art gone from the place thy foal form desecrates, thy unhallowed 
soul will be revelling in the Hell thy acts here hath made hot for 
thee! William, eat heartily, and make glad thy vile carcass, for 
verily, the "Pafe Btder^' will help on thy digestion I 
"Ton and your friends will sleep an una wakening sleep if you dot 

Dare you eatUl 
"The sacred serpent haa hissed tbe last time I ! I Bewarel 1 1 1 

K. j6l, Ix. 

State of Tennessee, / 
Shelby County. S 
"On the 7th day of July, 1868, personally appeared before me, 
Juba Biley, of Hardeman County, Tennessee, who, being duly 
iQworn, deposes and says: 'That, about 9 o'clock, p. m., July 3rd, 
as he, David Bucker, Bei^. Bosson, Ned Gates, and two or three 
other freedmen, were getting ready to cook the meal for a barbe* 
cue to begin July 4th, for Mr. Halley's school, at Pocahontas, 
Tenn., he saw about twenty men, mounted and dressed as Ku 
Klux, with white sheets over themselves and horses; they were 
riding down the road, and went towards Mr. Halley^s school house, 
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which was about 300 yards offi That himself and the other freed- 
men kept very quiet and were not noticed or molested by them. 
The next morning, between 10 and 12 o'clock, as the colored peo-* 
pie and children were starting from the school to go in processioa 
to the barbecue grounds, he heard a shot fired, and looking around^ 
he saw Mr. Halley fire five or six times at a white man who was 
laying on the ground, about five orlsix rods from him (HaLey.) 
The man then jumped up and ran away; some of the colored 
men then run back to where Mr. Halley stood, and immediately 
gave chase, and run after a white man, running him up into the 
town. I was told that Mr. Gtooige Nolan fired upon the colored 
men who were running this man into town, but without hitting 
any one; and that he and other white men beat Jerry Nelson 
(colored) with a chair, injuring him severely. The colored people 
then gave up the idea of having a barbecue, and scattered for 
h:m^ Aaron Jackson, and Edward Buggs escorted Mr. Halley 
across the river into McNairy County, as soon as the firing was 
over. Saturday afternoon, some five or six men assaulted and 
beat Aaron Jackson for escorting Mr. Halley away. Aaron told 
him, that the men who beat him had told him, that they would 
kill him (Biley) at sight, and believing his life in danger, he had 
to leave his place. his 

JuBA M Biley. 
mark. 

"Subscribed and sworn to before me, this, the 7th day of July, 
1868, at Memphis, Tenn. 

"Fred. S. Palmer. 
"Lieut.-OoL and sub-Asst. Commissioner." 

THE OUTRAGE IS FRANKLIN — OFFICIAL REPORT OP THE TESTIMONY. 

Bureau B*, P. and A. L., 
Sub. Ass't Commissioner's Office, 
Nashville, Tenn., Aug. 20, 1868, 
Brevet Major- Oeneral W. P. Carlin, 

AamMard Ctymmiasumer of Tennessee: 
General: — 

**I have the honor to make the following report of my 
investigation of the murder of S. A. Bierfield, white, and Lawrence 
Bowman, colored, on the night of August 15th, in the town of 
Franklin, Williamson county, State of Tennessee: 

"About 12 o'clock of said night, a party of men, part of them dis- 
guised, came to the store of S. A. Bierfield. Said Bierfield was in 
the store with two negro men named Lawrence Bowman and Henry 
Morton. They had just commenced to eat a watermelon when some 
one rapped at the back door. Bierfield asked who was there? 
They answered, friends, and told him to open the door. He told 
them if they were friends to go to the front door. They answered, 
open this door, or we will break it down: Bierfield said you had 
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better not, ]rou migbt get a ball tbroagb you. Upon this, the door 
was broken down, and five men, masked, rushed in. Bierfield ran 
to the front door and threw it open, but found a crowd of men 
there ready to receive him. He cried out, 'I surrender,' but imme- 
diately ran past them and went into a stable close by, pursued by 
his captors, who caught him and dragged him out. During this 
time, two of the assailants had taken the two negroes, who were with 
Bierfield, in charge, threatening to kill them if they made any dis« 
turbance. Morton made* his escape through a house near by. 
Nothing is known of the condition of Bowman from this time until 
after the afiTray was over, except that he told Dr. OtifTe before he 
died ' that he stood in the street and some one came up to him and 
shot him; that it was purposely done.' He died during the next 
day after he was shot. No effort was made by the civil authorities 
to take his dying statement until he was so far gone that he was un- 
able speak. 

** After Bierfield was taken from the stable he was dragged about 
the streets, screaming and begging that his life might be spared, if 
not for his sake, for his mother's. The heartless villains would not 
listen to him; but after they had tortured him to their satisfaction, 
killed him by shooting four balls through him, any one of which 
would have killed him; the pistols were held so close as to burn his 
clothes and skin. His body was left lying in the street, at the cor- 
ner of Indigo and Main streets. 

^^During the time all this had been going on, the citizens had been 
ordered to close their doors and windows and stay in the house. 
This order was obeyed, as it was enforced by the indiscriminate fir- 
ing of pistols through the streets. 

**My opinion is that the murderers were young men belonging to 
the town of Franklin; consequently, were anxious to keep the streets 
dear that they might not be recognized. 

"We found that the letter purporting to have been written by 
Israel Brown, of Nashville, to John Nolan, of Franklin, implicating 
Bierfield in the killing of Ezell, was a forgery, that it never went 
through the post-office, but was manufactured in Franklin, for the 
purpose of justifying the murder of Bierfield. 

"John Nolan says that Charles Marshall, Agent at Franklin de- 
pot, brought him a letter; that he gave it to Mr. Kennedy to read 
for him; that Kennedy did not read it but put it in his pocket, say- 
ing he would read it when he had leisure, and would tell him what 
was in it. He further says that he never knew any colored man by 
the name of Israel Brown, and does not know any man of that name. 

"I saw Mr. Kennedy, who says that Nolan handed him a letter to 
read; that he opened it and read a line or two; that he never read 
the whole letter; never saw the signature; does not know what waa 
in the letter, nor by whom it was signed. I asked him if he could 
give me the letter? He said no, that he had lost it, I told him that 
it was curious he should lose it, and still it should come out iu the 
Banner on the next day. He said he could not help it, that he lost 
valuable private papers at the same time; that he was sure he would 
not have lost them if he could help it. 
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^In oar investigatioD, we talked with the best eitizens of Frank- 
lin, who claimed to know notiiing about the matter. John Nolan 
and Henrj Morton were the only two negroes we asked any ques- 
tions of. We made an appointment to meet the citizens of Frank- 
lin on the 19th, at 10 A.M., at the Gonrt House, and asked them 
to famish all the information in their power relative to the marder. 
At the appointed time, a large room in the Coart Hoose was filled 
with sach citizens as the Sheriff of the county saw fit to collect. 
Most of them were former rebels to my certain knowledge, and I 
tiiink more than one concerned in the killing of Bierfield and Bow- 
man, were there. 

"Colonel Gelray then asked the following qaestions: 

"1. Does any one know of Bierfield's advising the negroes to 
organize and nght the whites, Ku Klux Klan, or anything of that 
description? 

"No man attempted to answer this qaestion. 

"2. Does any one know of Bierfield's offering to furish powder 
and balls to such an organization? 

"No answer to this. 

"3. Does any man know of Bierfield's saying that the negroes 
done right when they killed Ezell? 

"No answer to this. 

"4. Is there any man here who can say anything against the 
character of Mr. Bierfield in any way, shape, manner or form? 

"No answer. 

"All of the above qaestions were asked several times over. The 
crowd wonld look at each other, and seemed to beg of some one to 
say something, bat no one had anything to tell. All looked like a 
set of whippecl curs, as they are. 

"There was abundance of proof that Mr. Bierfield was an un- 
common good business man, that he attended strictly to it, and was 
establishing an unprecedented trade. 

"His murder was undoubtedly brought about by some parties who 
were jealous and vexed at his success. 

"I forgot to state that Bierfield made no confession, before his 
death, of ever having committed any crime. He only begged for 
his life on his mother's account; and finally, when he saw that 
they were bound to kill him, asked that they would send his money 
to her. 

"All of which is respectfully submitted. 

"I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Geo. B. Judi>, 
"Capt. Y. R, C, Sub. Ass't Comm'r." 

State op Tennessee, ) 

Wayne County, . j 

Personally appeared before me, 0. 0. Stribling, Clerk of the 
Wayne County Court, E. V. Turraan, Sheriff of Wayne county, 
George W. Hensou, Jo. G. Berry, George W. Scott, James W. 
Helton, Dr. W, D. Davis, Wm. Turman and Joab S. Clayton, who. 
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after beio^ duly sworn, depose and say, "That they were in the 
town of Waynesboro on the morning of the IStih inst., at about 8 or 
9 o'clock, A.M., and that a band of masked men — (xymmady hnown 
as Ku Klux — ^fifty or sixty in number, rode through the town with 
their hands upon their revolvers. About 12, M., E. Y. Turman, 
Sheriff, with two other men, rode out the pike in the direction of 
the Wayne Furnace. After traveling about half a mile, they met 
the band of maskei men, or Ku Klux, and fired upon them. Where- 
upon the masked men, or Eu Klux, charged the town with a yell. 
We fired at them several shots, they retiring, returning the fire a few 
times, then beat a hasty retreat, leaving three mules with some of 
their rigging. We have since learned that there were (6) six of 
them wounded/' E. Y. Tushah, Sheriff, 

G. W. HiarBON, 
Wm. Turhan, 
Jo. G. Bbbby, 
Job S. Clayton, 
Jab. W. Helton, 
G. W. Scott, 
WnjjAM D. Davis. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me, August 26, 1868, 

0. C. SraiBLnra, Clerk. 

Assistant Gohmissionbb's Office, ) 
Nashville, Tenn., August 18, 1868. S 
Special Obdebs, ) 
No. 80. I 

bxtbaot. 

Immediately upon the completion of the duty on which he was 
ordered to Franklin, Tennessee, on the 17th instant, Brevet 
Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph W. Q^lray, United States Army In- 
spector, Bareaa B., F. and A. L., State of Tennessee, will pro- 
ceed to Waynesboro', Tennessee, and carefully investigate and 
report upon the oause and effect of the riot reported to have oc- 
curred at that place on the 15th instant, between the Sheriff of 
the county and a party of citizens of the town. 

Upon the completion of this duty, Colonel G^lray will return 
to Nashville, Tennessee. 

By order of Brev.-Major General W. P. Carlin, Ass't Cbia- 

missioiier of Tennessee, 

Signed, W. H. Boweb, 

Lieut, and A. A. A.-General. 

To Brvt. Lieut-Col. Jos. W. Gblbat, U. S. A. 
Indpector B. B., F. and A. L., 

Franklin, Tennessee. 

11 S 
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Bureau B. F., and A. L., ) 

Inspbotob's Office, > 

Nashville, Tenn., August 25, 1868. V 



General: — 

In pursuance of the above Order, I went to Columbia, 
en rotUe for Waynesboro', on the evening of Wednesday, the 
19th instant, by the train leaving that place at 4:30 o'clock, P. 
M. I arrived at Oolumbia at 6:50 o'clock, and proceeded at 
once to trace to their sources, the numerous rumors in circulation 
about the troubles at Waynesboro', with a view of getting at the 
truth. As soon as it was known that I was in town, several peo- 
ple came to me, all of whom gave different vernons of the af- 
fair; their stories generally taking color from their political 
principles, or prejudices. One party, however, a Mr. Cypert, re- 
ported to me that he had been driven away from Waynesboro' by 
the ^^Badicalfl," a few days before, for having said something in 
justification of the actions of the Ku Klux Klan. This man 

i)roposed to ride with me to Waynesboro'; but as I was particu- 
arly anxious to avoid all political entanglements, or even a 
suspicion of party bias or local prejudice, I declined his offer; 
and, having secured Mr. Eastman, Agent at Columbia, Tennes- 
see, as escort, set out on the road the following morning. I 
arrived at Waynesboro' on Friday, the 21st instant; found the 
road picketed by two armed men, about a quarter of a mile from 
the town. These men did not halt me, however, but rode ahead 
of me into town, where I was met by several men, who tendered 
me a salute from a company of about fifty men, who were well 
armed, regularly organized, and quartered in the jail and Court- 
house. This I also declined, on the ground that it might be 
construed as a partisan trick, to secure a partisan decision as to 
who was responsible for the existing state of affairs. I also de- 
clined to hear any statement of the matter until an equal num- 
ber of both parties met and made their statements in each other's 
presence. This I secured, and having heard their statements, 
which did not materially differ, I find the facts to be as follows: 
"About seven miles from Waynesboro', a company of Ohio 
capitalists have started a furnace, and are largely engaged in 
mining. They employ between sixty and one hundred negroes 
on the place, who are superintended by white men. The white 
men, it appears, are jealous of the black, on account of their 
working cheaper Uian they are willing to do, and on this account 
would like to drive them away. The Superintendent told me 
that, in case the negroes were driven away, he would have to pay 
six dollars per ton for it on, where he now has it taken from the 
mines for one dollar and-a-half. To accomplish their designs, 
the white men resorted to stories of the dreaded Ku Klux Klan, 
and actually succeeded in frightening a number of the black men 
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away. The bolder ones, however, procured guns, and organized 
themselves into a company, and were nightly drilling on the 
public highway. Some of their persecutors, who probably be- 
longed to the Ku KIux Klan, determined to stop this, and sent 
word to the foreman of the furnace, that if it was not stopped, 
Hhey would take the matter in hand and disband them by force.' 
This caused great excitement, and the white ^Badicals," or ^Union 
men,' and the negroes, prepared to meet the Ku Klux Klan, 
when they came. Their preparations and general conversation, I 
suppose, was construed by the Ku Klux Klan as a threat, and on 
the morning of the 15th inst., the Ku Klux, about sixty strong, 
all masked and robed, passed through Waynesboro', in the di- 
rection of Boyd's Puraance. They (the Ku Klux Klan) molested 
no one, and no one molested them while passing through; and 
when they got to the furnace, the leader inquired for the foreman, 
who came out to meet them, while all the colored men took to 
the woods, in the greatest fright. As soon as the foreman spoke, 
the leader of the Ku Klux threw up his mask, and told him (the 
foreman) that their object was a peaceful one; that they did not 
want to injure any one, but would like to talk with the negroes. 
The foreman told him (the leader of the K. K. K.) that it was im- 
possible to induce a negro on his place to speak to him unless he 
pledged himself upon honor, not to use any violence. This the 
* Cyclops' did, and after a little trouble he induced the most intelli- 
gent of the negroes to come out of their hiding places and appear 
before the leader of the masked party, who talked with them kind- 
ly and told them that the K. K's, were not their enemies, but 
they would insist upon the negroes ceasing to drill, and making the 
place insecure for travelers, etc., etc. By his advice, and the influ- 
ence of the foreman, the negroes were induced to give up their arms 
to the foreman^ agreeing not to take them out of store unless per- 
mission was granted to do so by the Superintendent of the works. 
With this understanding, which appeared satisfactory to all parties, 
the masked party left the furnace, and for Clifton via. Waynesboro'. 
When the Sheriff of the county (Mr. Turman) met them, demanded 

their surrender, and received for an answer, *Go to h 1, you 

g of a b — -— ,' Upon this the Sheriff fired upon the party, re- 
treated, and continued firing, followed closely by the Klan. When 
they arrived at the jail, around which a stockade had been previous- 
ly erected, the maskers were fired upon by some seven or eight men 
concealed in the stockade, and four of their number fell from their 
horses wounded. One mule was shot, and two or three captured; 
the wounded men all made their escape, and none were killed, or 
have since died — all the reports to the contrary, notwithstanding. 
The K.K's, turned and fired upon the other party, but owing to 
the cover of the stockade, no one was hurt. The return fire of the 
Ku Klux has been denied in the papers emi by many whose parti- 
zanship is an effectual blind to their sense of justice, candor and 
honor; but I inquired particularly into this matter, and all wInc 
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were present agree in saying that the fire of the Sheriff and his 
party was returned, and the stockade and Court-Honse walls bore 
the marks of the bullets. After the fire, the Ku Klux party dis- 
persed in all directions; and under the impression that they would 
be reinforced, and return to avenge the blood of their 'Klansmen' 
the Sheriff at once organized a posse of fifty-three men to resist any 
attack that might be made. This was the posse in possession of the 
stockode when I arrived. Having learned the facts of the case, 
nothing was then left for me but to apply some remedy for the evil, 
and to this end I made the following proposition, to-wit: *That four 
citizens, two of each party, be chosen to confer with the leaders of 
the K. K's — learn their grievances, and objects, and see what could 
be done towards making peace. This proposition, after some oppo- 
sition, on the ground that it would be unsafe for any one to under- 
take such a mission, was finally accepted, and we started for Clif- 
ton, which is generally understood to be the head-quarters of the 
*masked brethren' in Wayne county. We arrived in Clifton about 
6 o'clock, P.M., and at once held a meeting of the citizens. I stated 
the object of our mission, and very soon discovered that the citizens 
were in sympathy with us. All agreed that the support of the posse 
at Waynesboro would bankrupt the county. I informed them that 
the United States authorities would not send them troops unless the 
proper authorities applied for them; pointed out that such dis- 
turbances were ruining their material prosperity as well as their 
character as men and citizens. I told them I would be at the hotel 
until ten o'clock the following day, and would be glad to hear any- 
thing that would tend to bring about peace and a mutual under- 
standing. About 9 o'clock the following day, a Mr. AUisson, with a 
large number of citizens, called, and after some preliminary conver- 
sation, Mr. Allisson acknowledged himself the Chief of the Ku 
Klux organization in Wayne county, and stated that he was em- 
powered to enter into a 'treaty of peace.' I then asked him how he 
proposed to put a stop to the diflBculties, when he dictated the 
following, which, with very slight alterations, was accepted by both 
parties: 

" * I, R. A. Allisson, of the county of Wayne and State of Ten- 
nessee, do hereby pledge my personal and official influence hereafter, 
to obey and support the laws of Wayne county, and State of Ten- 
nessee, as they are now on the statute book of the county of Wayne 
and State aforesaid; and to aid the legally constituted authorities 
to the.cxtent of my power and influence in supporting and enforc- 
ing the same. I also do pledge that the organization, of which I 
am the official head, known as the Ku Klux Klan, will lay aside 
their masks and other disguises, and will raid no more in the 
county; and that in case the above named organization or Klan, or 
any member of the same, should raid or attempt to raid, I will aid, 
to the extent of my ability, in arresting the party or parties, and 
turn them over to the county authorities, whence they came; and I 
do further pledge that I have authority vested in me to give the 
•"''above pledge on the following conditions, to-wit: That the Sheriff 
of Wayne county proceed to disband the posse under his control, in 
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the manner prescribed by law; give up the stock captured by the 
posse or Sheriff, provided it be illegal for them or him to hold the 
same; and providing also, that I be not held responsible for any act 
done by any party or parties while under my control, prior to the 
date of this. If, however, the grand jury find true bills against me 
or any of the party under my control, I will not forcibly resist the 
law in my or their behalf/ " 

Signed, "R. Allisson/' 

"Waynb County, August 22, 1868. 
"I agree to the above. 

Signed, E. F. Tubman, 

"Sheriff of Wayne County." 

"I then started back to Waynesboro', and upon my arrival sub- 
mitted the proposition to the Sheriff and citizens, who at once 
agreed to it, when it was duly signed and witnessed, each of the 
contracting parties taking a copy of it The Sheriff then pro- 
ceeded to disband his possCj and in half-an-hour there was not an 
armed man in the streets of Waynesboro'; and all parties seem- 
ed well satisfied, although neither party has the slightest' faith in 
the honor or honesty of the other. The Badicals claiming that 
the Bebels will break the terms of the contract at the first conve- 
nient opportunity, while the Bebels appear equally certain that it 
will be first broken by the Badicals. Both parties swear that in 
case the agreement is broken by the other, that the aggressing 
party will be annihilated, or driven from the county. It is almost 
impossible for me to express an opinion as to which party is re- 
sponsible for the row and bloodshed at Waynesboro'. The Ku 
Klus violated the law in the matter of proceeding in mask, and 
interfering with the right of citizens to bear arms, while the Badi- 
cals or Union men, were, perhaps, too hasty in firing upon the party 
before proper exertions were used to arrest the maskers in a more 
peaceable way. The Ku Klux Klan is an exceedingly dangerous 
organization, and I think the best citizens of the State, of all 
parties, begin to see its evil, as in all my travels I did not meet 
a single citizen of any standing, that did not denounce it to me 
privately, but invariably cautioning me not to 'mention their 
names' in relating what they had said. The citizens are afraid 
of the organization, as it absorbs all the horse- thieves, cut-throats, 
bushwhackers and outlaws of every description, who use its signs, 
pass- words, robes and masks, for their own purposes. I have made 
it a duty to point out its dangerous character to the citizens, and 
especially to the members of the Klan themselves, whenever I 
could do so without being misunderstood. But the people gen- 
erally, especially in the country, look upon everybody who wears 
the army uniform as their natural enemies, and on that account 
they are hard to approach, and look upon whatever one says as 
coming from a prejudiced party. They cannot conceive it possi- 
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ble for any one to be free from party politics or sectional preju- 
dices. ^Enemies in war, but friends in peace/ is a sentence they 
don't seem to understand, and the first duty, when I approach a 
citizen, is to attempt to convince him of its truth. Of course 
this does not apply to those who are educated — but then all are 
not educated. I think, however, that I made myself perfectly 
understood by the people of Waynesboro' and Wayne County, 
and I was hospitably received everywhere. 

^'As soon as the Sheriff's posse was disbanded, I started to re- 
turn to Nashville, via. Columbia, and en rotUej stopped at the 
Furnace; and, after talking with the foreman and the most intel- 
ligent colored men, I succeeded in getting from them a promise 
to drill no more at present, and not to take their guns out except 
for hunting purposes, and then never to go in squads of more 
than three. I explained to them the law which forbids the dis- 
charging of fire-arms near the highways, pointed out to them 
wherein they had laid themselves liable, their interest in keeping 
peace with the white race as well as among themselves, etc., etc. 
The negroes promised to abide by my good advice, and I have no 
reason to doubt that they will, if left alone by the Ku Klux Klan 
and designing white men, who are pecuniarly interested in driving 
them away. I arrived in Nashville on the evening of the 24th 
instant. 

"All of which is respectfully submitted. 

"I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

"Tour obedient servant, 

"Jos. W. Gelray, 
"Capt. 45th U. S. I., Br'v't Lieut-Col. U. S. A., Inspector 

B. B., F. and A. L., State of Tennessee. 
"Brevet Maj.-Gen. W. P. Carlin, 
"Ass't Com'r of Tennessee." 

Your commilbtee regret tha£ the limited time at their disposal, 
has prevented them from giving to the subject matter referred to 
them, a more complete and thorough examination. The murders 
and outrages which have been perpetrated in many counties of 
Middle and West Tennessee, during the past few months, have 
been so numerous, and of such an aggravated character, as almost 
baffies investigation. In these counties, a reign of terror exists, 
which is so absolute in its nature, that the best of citizens are 
unable or unwilling to give free expression to their opinions. The 
terror inspired by the secret organization known as the Ku Klux 
Klan, is so great, that the officers of the law are powerless to exe- 
cute its provisions, to discharge their duties, or to bring the guilty 
perpetrators of these outrages to the punishment they deserve. 
Their stealthy movements are generally made under cover of 
night, and under masks and disguises, which render their identi- 
fication difficult, if not impossible. To add to the secrecy which 
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envelopes their operations, is the fact, that no information of their 
murderons acts can be obtained, without the greatest difficulty 
and danger, in the localities where they are committed. No one 
dares to inform upon them, or take any measures to bring them 
to punishment; because no one can tell but that he may be the 
next victim of their hostility, or animosity. The members of this 
organization, with their friends, aiders and abettors, take especial 
pains to conceal all their operations. The moving principle by 
which they are actuated, would appear to be, hostility to the State 
and National authorities; and in the minds of these men, to have 
voted for "Brownlow," or the "Republican ticket," or to be a 
"Badical,'' is the greatest of crimes. Your committee believe, 
tiiiat, during the past six months, the murders, to say nothing of 
other outrages, would average one a day^ or one for every twenty- 
four hours; that in the great majority of these cases, they have 
been perpetrated by the Ku Elux, above referred to; and few, if 
any, have been brought to punishment A number of the coun- 
ties of this State are entirely at the mercy of this organization: 
and roving bands of nightly marauders bid defiance to the civil 
authorities, and threaten to drive out every man, white or black, 
who does not submit to their arbitrary dictation. To add to the 
general lawlessness of these communities, bad men of every de- 
scription, take advantage of the circumstances surrounding them, 
and perpetrate acts of violence, from personal or pecuniary mo- 
tives, under the plea of political necessity. 

Colored laborers have been driven from their homes by dishon- 
est land-owners, in order to deprive them of their share of the 
crops they cultivated, or the wages they have justly earned by 
their labor. Other outrages of a similar character are daily com- 
mitted, and the officers of the law are unable or unwilling to pre- 
vent or redress them. Your committee are convinced, from the 
evidence before them, that a resort to some measures that will 
correct evils of such enormity, is an imperative necessity. The 
testimony they have taken, is but a small part of the evidence, 
which might be laid before your honorable body, showing the 
absolute necessity that exists, for legislative action for the preven- 
tion and punishment of acts of violence; for the protection of life 
and property, and for the due execution of the laws of the land. 
A large number of cases, brought to the attention of your com- 
mittee, have been passed over unnoticed, because time and space 
would not permit their investigation. But they are satisfied, that 
no further evidence is necessary to convince every thoughtful 
mind, that more than ordinary means are requisite, under exist- 
ing circumstances, to secure peace and protection to person and 
property. The object sought to be attained by the organization 
of governments, is the peace of society. Individuals surrender a 
portion of their liberty, and submit to the restraints of legal en- 
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actments, for the general good of all concerned. Laws are made 
for the prevefUiofif as weU as the panishment of crime. 

If civil law and civil authority are not sufScient for the accom- 
plishment of the pnrpose intended, military force must be called 
to their assistance. The first and highest duty of every govern- 
ment, is, to protect its citizens in the enjoyment of their persons 
and property, without regard to their individual or political opin- 
ions. If civil law is set at defiance, and its agents are overpow- 
ered and intimidated by evil-doers, it becomes the imperative 
duty of the government to call to its assistance the strong arm of 
military power. Citizens have a right to appeal for protection to 
the government under which they live; and that government 
which refuses to listen to their appeals, or to afford them that 
protection to which they are entitled, is unworthy of the name, 
and forfeits the confidence of men of all shades of political opinion. 
If the ordinary means of enforcing the laws are insufficient, it 
becomes the duty of the government to adopt such measures as 
may be necessary to acconiplish that object, no matter how severe 
those measures may be. Your committee believe that the Q-ov- 
emor should be invested with full power to caD out such military 
force as may be required to secure obedience to the laws; and if 
the calling out of such a force should be necessary, the responsi- 
bility will rest upon those who violate the laws of the country, 
and refuse obedience to the constituted authorities of the State, 
It is the sworn duty of the Governor to see that the laws are 
fiedthfuUy executed; and for that purpose, ample means should 
be placed at his disposal. Much as we might regret that any ne- 
cessity should exist for calling in the aid of a military force, yet^ 
when all other means fail to secure the end, aim and object of all 
good government, we have then no discretion left us in the matter* 
EepectfuUy submitted, W. J. SMITH, 

Chairman Senate Military Committee. 
W. F. PROSSER, 

Chairmim House Military Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, two thousand (2,000) copies of 
the above Report, was ordered to be printed ior the use of the 
Senate, and its transmission ordered to the House of Represen- 
tatives. 

On motion of Mr. Aldrige, ' 

The Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. M., to-morrow. 
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THURSDAY MOBNINO, SBPTEMBEB 3, 1868. 



Senate met parBtiant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Ohair. 

Prayer by Rev. Mr. Campbell. 
Roll called under the rule. 

Present, V 22 

Absent, 3 

Senators present, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Cate, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, 
Gamer, Henderson, Keith, Lindsley, Lyie, Mathews, McCall, 
Norman, Patterson, Parker, Rodgers, Smith, Underwood, Wyatt, 
and Mr. Speaker Senter. 

Senators absent, were: 

Messrs. Nelson, Wisener and Wilson. 

The Speaker announced a quorum present, and the Minutes of 
the last meeting were read and approved. 

House Message No. 14, to-wit: 

HOTTSB OF RePRHSSHTATIVKS^ 

September 3, 1868, 
Mr. Speaker:— I am directed by the House of Representative*, 
to request the Senate to return to the House, Senate Jdint Reso^ 
lotion No. 10, for its farther action on the same. 

Gbo. Edoab Geisham, 
P. 0. of the House of Repreeentatived. 

Report No. 16, from the Judi^ary Committee, to-wit: 

Mr. Speaker:— *The committee have had under consideratioiiy 
Senate Bill No. 3, and return the same, aad ask to be discharged 
from its further consideration. 

A. y . S. LiNDBLBVy Ohairman pro tern. 

Mr. Garner offered Senate Resolution No. — , suthorizing the 
printing of certain Reports in the German language. 

Ruled out of order. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, House Message, asking the return of 
Senate Joint Resolution No. 10, was taken up; 
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Mr. Elliott moved that the Olerk be instructed to inform the 
House of Bepresentatives, by Message, that it is beyond the pro- 
vince of the Senate to return said Besolution. 

Mr. Smith called the ayes and noes on the proposition, with 
the following result: 

Ayes, 15 

Noes,-^ . . 7 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 

Messrs. Aldri(^e, Cate, Eckel, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, Gar- 
ner, Henderson, Lindsley, Lyle, McCall, Norman, Patterson, 
Parker and Underwood — 15. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Eaton, Keith, Matthews, Bodgers, Smith, Wyatt, and 
Mr. Speaker Senter — 7. 

So the motion carried. 

Mr. Garner moved to suspend the rules, to take up House Joint 
Besolution No. 26. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr, Elliott, House Joint Besolution No. 34, was 
ordered to be transmitted to the House of Bepresentatives. 

Mr. Lindsley returned from the Judiciary Committee, House 
Bill No. 15, without report; which Bill was taken up on its se- 
cond reading. 

Mr. Norman offered the following amendment, to- wit: 

Amend, by inserting after the word "empowered," in the first 
line of the 4th section, the following: "Upon the filing in his 
office of an affidavit, by ten or more known unconditional Union 
men, of good moral character, stating that, in their opinion, it is 
absolutely necessary for the protection of the lives, liberty and 
property of the well-disposed citizens of such county, that they 
should have the protection of the military authorities/' 

Mr. Parker offered the following amendment in lieu, to-wit: 

"Upon the written application of the Sheriff and member or 
members of the Legislature, endorsed by the Senator of the Sen- 
atorial District in which said county is located, certifying that 
civil law cannot be enforced in said county."" 

Withdrawn. 

Mr. Elliott offered the following amendment to the amendment 
offered by Mr. Norman, to-wit: 

"Endorsed by the Attorney-General and Judge of the Circuit 
Court, in which said county is situated/' 

Lost. 

Mr. Frierson offered the following amendment in lieu, to-wit: 

Amend section 4, by inserting after "Be it further enacted,"' 
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the following: '' Whenever a fall representation is made to the 
Governor, by the Sheriff of any county in this State, endorsed by 
the Judge and Attorney-General of the Circuit in which said 
county is situated, and ten or more unconditional Union men, 
that the laws cannot be enforced, and the good citizens of that 
county cannot be protected in their just rights/' And after 
'^empowered to declare martial law in any,'' insert the word 
"such." 

The question was taken on the adoption of the amendment in 
lieu. 

Mr. McOall called for the ayes and noes, with the following 
result: 

Ayes, . 11 

Noes, 10 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 
Messrs. Gate,* Eckel, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, Lindsley, Lyle, 
McCal], Patterson, Parker, and Mr. Speaker Senter — 11. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Eaton, Henderson, Keith, Matthews, Nor- 
man, Rodgers, Smith, Underwood and Wyatt— 10. 

So the amendment was. 

Adopted in lieu, 

Mr. Norman moved to strike out the words "Judge and At- 
torney-General," where it occurs in the amendment, and called 
for the ayes and noes, with the following result: 

Ayes, ...- . .. 10 

Noes,--,.... . --..-. .... 11 

* Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 
Messrs. Aldridge, Eaton, Henderson, Keith, Matthews, Nor- 
man, Rodgers, Smith, Underwood and Wyatt — 10. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Cate, Eckel, El.iott, Frierson, Fuson, Lindsley, Lyle, 
McCall, Patterson, Parker and Mr. Speaker Senter — 11. 

So the motion 

Lost. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the amend- 
ment, and Mr. Lindsley called for the ayes and noes, with the fol- 
lowing result: 

Ayes, . -- - 11 

Noes, 10 
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Senators voting in tbd affirmative^ were: 
Messrs. Al(}ridge« Oiatey Eckel, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, Linds- 
ley, Lyle, McCaU, Patterson and Parker — 11. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Eaton, Henderson, Keith, Matthews, Norman, Bodgers, 
Smith, Underwood, Wyatt Mr. Speaker Senter — 10. 



So the amendment, was 

Adopted. 

Mr. Eckel offered the following amendment, to-wit: 

Sbo. — . Be it furtJier enacted^ That no member of the State 
Gnard shall vote for any candidate for a municipal office not re- 
siding in his own municipality; nor for any District candidate for 
Congress not residing in his owd District; and any member of the 
State Guard violating this section, shall be punished by a forfeit- 
ure oi his rank and pay, and dismissed from the service, besides 
the existing penalties against illegal voting. 

Sbo. — . Be it furtJier enactedj That any Commissioner of Reg- 
istration granting certificates to members of the State Guards not 
residing in his own county, shall be fined one hundred dollars for 
each illegal certificate granted. 

Sbo. — . Be it further enacted, That service in the State Guard 
shall have no effect nor force, whatever, in changing the residence 
of any member thereof while he is in said service, but his right 
as a voter shall continue the same as it was at the time of his 
enlistment. 

Adopted. 

Pending the further consideration of the Bill, Mr. Aldridge 
moved an adjournment until 10 o'clock, A. M., to-morrow. 

Mr. Norman called for the ayes and noes, with the following 
result: 

Ayes, - 8 

Noes, 13 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 
Messrs. Aldridge, Gate, Elliott, Frierson, Lindsley, Lyle, Mc- 
Oall and Mr. Speaker Senter — 8. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Eckel, Eaton, Fuson, Henderson, Keith, Matthews, 
Norman, Patterson, Parker Bodgers, Smith, Underwood and 
Wyatt— 13. 

So the motion to adjourn, 
Lost. 
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Mr. UDderwood offered Senate Bill No. 10, in lien. 
Adopted; and. 

Passed second reading, and referred to the Jndiciary Oom- 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Elliott, 

The Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. M., to-morrow. 



FRIDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 4, 1868. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Chair. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Campbell. 
Roll called under the rules. 

Present, 1 - 22 

Absent, -.---.- 3 

Senators present, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Cate, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fusoa, 
Q-arner, Henderson, Keith, Lindsley, Lyle, Matthews, McCall, 
Norman, Patterson, Parker, Rodgers, Smith, Underwood, Wyatt 
and Mr. Speaker Senter. 

Senators absent, were: 

Messrs. Nelson, Wisener and Wilson. 

The Speaker announced a quorum present, and the Minutes of 
the last meeting were read and approved. 

House Message No. 15, to- wit: 

House of Representatives, Sept 4, 1868. 
Mr. Speaker: — I am directed by the House of Representatives, to 
transmit herewith, House Joint Resolution No. 37, adopted; and 
House Joint Resolution No. 34, for the signature of the Speaker 
of the Senate; and return Senate Joint Resolution No. 8, signed 
by the Speaker of the House o£ Representatives; and Senate 
Bill No. 5, amended and passed. 

Q-so. Edgar Gbisham, 

P. C. of the H. of R. 
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Mr. Baker, the Engrossing Clerk, was granted leave of absence 
antil Tuesday next. 

Mr. Rodgers introduced Senate Bill No. 11, to-wit: "A Bill 
for An Act to enforce the laws of the State.'' 

Passed first reading, and referred to the Judiciary. Committee. 

House Joint Resolution No. 37, rescinding Senate Joint Reso- 
lution No. 10, was taken up and passed over informerly. 

Senate Bill No. 3, was taken up under a suspension of the 
rules, on its third reading. 

Mr. Frierson offered the following amendment, to-wit: Strike 
out all after the enacting clause to the effecting clause. 

Lost. 

The vote was then taken by ayes and noes on the passage of the 
Bill, with the following result: 

Ayes, -_. 16 

Noes, - 6 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Eckel, Eaton, Fuson, Gamer, Henderson, 
Keith, Matthews, Norman, Patterson, Parker, Rodgers, Smith, 
Underwood, Wyatt, and Mr. Speaker Senter — 16. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Cate, Elliott, Frierson, Lindsley, Lyle and McCall — 6. 

So the Bill passed, and was ordered to be transmitted to the 
House of Representatives. 

Senate Bill No. 5, was taken up on House amendments. 

Mr. Aldridge moved to strike out "7 per cent," and insert 6 
per cent.j and called for the ayes and noes, with the following 
result: 

Ayes, - - 16 

Noes, 6 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Cate, Eaton, Frierson, Fuson, Garner, Hen- 
derson, Keith, Lindsley, Matthew's, McCall, Norman, Patterson, 
Rodgers, Smith, and Mr. Speaker Senter — 16. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Eckel, Elliott, Lyle, Parker, Underwood and Wy- 
att — 6. 

The motion to amend was carried, and the amendments, as 
amended, were then concurred in, and the Bill ordered to be re- 
turned to the House of Representatives. 

House Joint Resolution No. 37, was taken up under a suspen- 
sion of the rules. 
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Mr. Gkraer moved an indefinite postponement of the BeBoln- 
tion. 

Mr. Smith called for the ayes and noes, with the following 
result: 

Ayes, 19 

Noes, . ..... .... .............. 3 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 

Messra Aldridge, Oate, Eckel, Elliott, Frierson, Fnson, Q-ar- 
ner, Henderson, Keith, Lindsley, Lyle, Matthews, McOall, Nor- 
man, Patterson, Parker, Bodgers, Underwood and Wyatt — 19.^ 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Eaton, Smith, and Mr. Speaker Senter — 3. 

So the motion was carried. 

Mr. Matthews entered a motion to reconsider the vote adopting 
Senate Bill No. 10, in lien of House Bill No. 15, on its second 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. McOall, 

The Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. 



APTEBNOON SESSION. 



Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Ohair. 

Senate Bill No. 7, was taken up on its third reading, and made 
the special order for Monday, 10 o'clock, A. M. 

On motion of Mr. Frierson, Senate Bill No. 3, was taken from 
the table, and ordered to be placed on the Calendar* 

Mr. Bodgers offered Senate Joint Besolution No. 12, to-wit: 

Resolved by the Ckneral Assembly of the State of Tennessee^ 
That the OomptroUer of the Treasury of the State, be, and he is 
hereby, requested and instructed to charge interest on all advances 
of interest the State may make on all Bailroad Bonds or other 
securities. 

Laid over under the rules. 

House Joint Besolution No. 26, providing for an adjournment 
of the General Assembly on the 7th inst., was taken up. 
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On motion of Mr, Gkirner, the Besolation waiS amended by 
striking ont the ^^7th/' and inserting the 14^%. 

The Besolutiqn was then concurred in, and ordered to be im- 
mediately returned to the House of Bepresentatives. 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, the motion entered to reconsider 
the vote adopting Senate Bill No. 10, in lieu of House Bill No. 
15, was taken up^ and the motion passed over informally. 

Senate Bill No. 4, was taken up on its third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Norman, Mr. Garner's mileage was changed 
from thirty dollars and seventy-two cents, ($30.72,) to thirty-one 
dollars and thirty-six cents, ($31.36.) 
%Mt. Eckel offered the following amendment, to-wit: 

Be it fwrther enacted, That the sum of twenty-five dollars is 
hereby appropriated to the Bev.Mr. Campbell, for acting as Chap 
lain in opening the sessions of the Senate by prayer, during this 
Extra Session; and that the Comptroller issue his Warrant on 
the Treasurer, for the same. 

On motion oi Mr. Lindsley, "twenty-five" was stricken out, 
and ffty inserted in the amendment. 

The amendment was then, adopted. 

On motion of Mr, Norman, the blank in Sec. 4, was filled with 
"twenty-five." 

Mr. Norman offered the following amendment, to-wit: 

Be it fwrter enctcied. That the Comptroller be, and he is here- 
by directed, to issue his Warrant upon the Treasurer for the 
sum of one hundred dollars to J. Plunket, for services rendered 
by him as Secretary of the Board of Finance. 

Adopted. 

And the vote taken by ayes and noes on the passage of the 
Bill, with the following result: 

Ayes, 20 

Noes, 00 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, Gar- 
ner, Henderson, Keith, Lindsley, Lyle, Matthews, McCall, Nor- 
man, Patterson, Parker, Bodgers, Underwood, Wyatt, and Mr. 
Speaker Senter — ^20. 

The Bill passed, and was ordered to be immediately transmit- 
ted to the House of Bepresentatives. 

Beport No. 17, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, to-wit: 

Mr. Speaker: — The committee have examined Senate Joint 
Besolution No. 10, and find it correctly engrossed. 

A. M. Cats, Chairman. 
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Mr. Wiflener was appoiated as the committee od ihQ part of 
the Senate^ under Senate Joint Beflolntion No. 10. 
On motion of Mr. Aldridge, 
The Senate adjtxiriiLed until 10 o'clock^ A. M., to^worrow. 



SATUBDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 5, 1868. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Ohair. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Oampbell. 
Boll called under the rules. 

Present, .-.. -...--21 

Absent, - ^ • , 4 

Senators present, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Oate, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, 
Garner, Henderson, Keith, Lindsley, Lyle, Matthews, McCall, 
Norman, Patterson, Parker, Bodgers, Underwood, Wyatt, and 
Mr. Speaker Senter. 

Saiators absent, were: 

Messrs. Nelson, Smith, Wisener and Wilson. 

The Speaker announced a quorum present, aAd the minutes of 
the last meeting were read and approved. 

On motion of Mr^ Eckel, the vote ordering the transmission of 
Senate Bill No. 4, was reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr. Eckel, the vote passing the Bill was then re- 
considered, and the Bill taken up. 

Mr. Eckel offered the following amendment, to-wit: 

Be it further enacted^ That the Comptroller issue his warrant 
to the Chairman of the Joint Committee appointed under Senate 
Joint Besolution No. 10, for their traveling expenses and per 
dienfiy while in the discharge of the duties assigned them, upon 
the Chairman presenting an account therefor. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Aldridge offered the following amendment, to-wit: 

Sko. — . Be it further enacted^ That the Comptroller issue his 
warrant to each of the members and officers of this General As- 
sembly named in this Act, for the amount of his mileage and oier 

12 S 
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diem for this Extra Session of the General Assembly, payable in 
specie or its eqaivalent, at forty per cent., that being a fair aver- 
1^ for specie, for the time, according to Hoase Joint Besolution 
No. 29; Provided^ the amonnt received by the Clerks of the Sen- 
ate and the Olerks of the House for extra work done by order of 
their respective Honses, in copying the Jonmals, etc., be included 
in their accounts respectively, upon which they shall receive the 
benefit of the aforesaid House Joint Besolution No. 29. 

The question was taken on the adoption of the amendment. 

Mr. Norman called for the ayes and noes, with the following 
result: 

Ayes, ---— . 12 

Noes, 10 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 
Messrs. Aldridge, Eckel, Fuson, Gamer, Henderson, Lindsley, 
Lyle, McCall, Patterson, Parker, Bodgers and Underwood — 12. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Oate, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Keith, Matthews, Nor- 
man, Wisener, Wyatt, and Mr. Speaker Senter— 10. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

And the vote taken by ayes and noes on the passage of the 
Bill, with the following result: 

Ayes,. . ... ...18 

Noes, . ..... 4 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 

Messrs, Aldridge, Cate, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, 
Garner, Henderson, Lindsley, Lyle, McCall, Norman, Patterson, 
Parker, Bodgers, Underwood, and Mr. Speiu^er Senter — 18. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Keith, Matthews, Wisener and Wyatt— 4. 

So the Bill passed; and ordered to be immediately transmitted 
to the House of Bepresentatives. 

On motion of Mr. Fuson, the vote ordering the transmission of 
Senate Bill No. 3, to the House of Bepresentatives, was recou-^ 
sidered; and also the vote passing the Bill on its third reading. 

The^ Bill was then taken up. 

Mr. Elliott moved to resolve the Senate into Committee of the 
Whole. 

Lost. 
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On motion of Mr. Lindsley^ the Bill was takea np, section by 
section. 

The first section was taken up. 

Mr. Garner moved to strike out all after the word "^State/' in 
line 5th, to the word ^^on'' in sixth line. 

Mr. McOall called for the ayes and noes, with the following 
result: 

Ayes, .... - ^.-14 

Noes, - — .-.— 6 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 

Messrs. Cate, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, G^trner, Keith, Linds- 
ley, Lyle, McOall, Norman, Patterson, Parker, Wisener and Wy- 
att— 14. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Eaton, Henderson, Matthews, Bodgers, and 
Mr. Speaker Senter — 6. 

So the motion to amend carried; and the section then, as 
amended, was adopted. 

The second section was taken up and adopted. 

The third section was taken up. 

Mr. Norman offered the following amendment to- wit: 

Add after the word "State," in third line, "or grand jurors, or 
either of them." 

Adopted. 

Mr. Wisener offered the following amendment, to- wit: 

In 12th line, after the word "cases" add, "of forfeiture of sub- 
poena." 

Adopted. 

And the section, as amended, was then adopted. 

Sections 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th ^nd 8th, were taken up separately 
and adopted. 

The 9th Section was taken up. 

Mr. Norman offered the following amendment, to-wit: Add 
after the word "State," in second line, "for any violation of the 
provisions of this Act." 

Adopted, and the Section, as amended, was then, adopted. 
Sections 10th, 11th and 12th, were taken up seperately, and 
adopted. 

The 13th Section was taken up. 

Mr. Wisener offered the following amendment, to-wit; In line 
7, add after the word "defendant," "but in no case to be paid by 
the State or county." 

Adopted, and the Section then, as amended, was adopted. 

Section 14th was taken up and adopted. 

The 15th Section was taken up. 
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Mr. Gamer offered the following amendment, to-wit: Add 
after the word ^'cost/' which may accrue to such parties under 
the provisions of this Act. 

Adopted, and the Section, as amended, was then, adopted. 

The 16th Section was taken up. 

Mr. Norman offered the following amendment, to- wit: Add 
after the word "defendant," the word only. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Wisener offered the following amendment, to-wit: Strike 
out all of said Section from the word "only." 

Adopted. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the Section. 

Mr. Lindsley called for the ayes and noes, with the following 
result: 

Ayes, ' . 9 

Noes, 12 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 
Messrs. Aid ridge, Eaton, Gamer, Keith, Matthews, Bodgers, 
Underwood, Wyatt, and Mr. Speaker Senter — 9. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs* Gate, Eckel, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson,; Henderson, 
Lindsley, Lyle, McCall, Norman, Patterson and Wi8ener-^12. 

So the Section was rejected. 

The 17th Section was taken up. 

Mr. Norman offered the following amendment, to-wit: Strike 
out all from the word "Act," in line 3, to "such," in line 4 

Adopted. 

Mr. Wisener offered the following amendment, to-wit: Insert 
voluntarily in 1st line, after "shall," and strike out "volunta- 
rily" in 2d line. 

Adopted. 

The Section then, as amended, was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Wisener, the vote adopting the above Sec- 
tion, was re-considered. 

Mr. Wisener offered the following amendment, to-wit: Pro- 
videdy that this Section shall not apply to persons who, under 
the ancient law, might feed or conceal the party charged. 

Adopted. 

The Section then, as amended, was adopted. 

Pending the further consideration of the Bill, 'lllr. Aldridge 
moved an adjournment until 3 o'clock, P. M. 

Mr. Matthews called for the ayes and noes, with the following 
result: 



AyeS; ..... 6 

NoeB,.— - -. 16 

Senators voting in affirmative^ were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Elliott, Lindsley, Lyle, MoOall and Mr. 
Speaker Senter — ^6. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Gate, Eckel, Eaton, Frierson, Fnson, Gamer, Hender- 
son, Keith, Matthews, Norman, Patterson, Parker, Bodgers, Un- 
derwood, Wisener and Wyatt 16. 

So the motion to adjourn was lost. 

Mr. Eck^l was called to the Ohair. 

Mr. Speaker Senter was granted leave of absence, for the re- 
mainder of the evening. 

Section 18 was taken rip and adopted. 

The 19th Section was taken up. 

Mr. Q-arner moved to strike out said Section. 

Mr. Bodgers called for the ayes and noes, with the following 
result: 

Ayes,.- ...-., .- ^ 19 

Noes, -- -. 2 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Cate, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, 
Gj-amer, Henderson, Lindsley, Lyle, Matthews, McCall, Norman, 
Patterson, Parker, Underwood, Wisener and Wyatt — 19. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 
Messrs. Keith and Bodgers — 2. 

So the motion to strike out, was carried. 

Pending the further consideration of the Bill, 

Mr. McCall moved an adjournment until 10 o'clock, A. M., 
Monday next. 

Mr. Bodgers called for the ayes and noes, with the following 
result: • 

Ayes, - ... .10 

Noes, 10 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 
Messrs. Aldridge, Eckel, Elliott, Frierson, Henderson, Lindsley, 
Lyle, McCall, Patterson and Parker — 10. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Eaton, Fuson, Garner, Keith, Matthews, Norman, 
Bodgers, Underwood, Wisener and Wyatt-^10. 
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So the motion to adjourn^ was 

Lost. 

Mr. Norman moved an adjournment until 2 o'clock, P. M. 

Lost. 

The 20th Section was taken up, and the question taken on its 
adoption. 

Mr. Lindsley called for the ayes and noes, with the following 
result: 

Ayes, 10 

Noes, .-• . . 8 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 
Messrs. Eckel, Eaton, Fuson, Garner, Henderson, Keith, Mat- 
thews, Norman, Bodgers and Underwood — 10. 

Senators voting in the n^ative, were: 

Messrs. Elliott, Frierson, Lindsley, Lyle, McOall, Patterson, 
Wisener and Wyatt — 8. 

So the Section was 

Adopted. 

Pending the further consideration of the Bill, 

Mr. McCall moved an adjournment until Monday, 10 o'clock, 
A. M. 

Mr. Q-arner called for the ayes and noes, with the following 
result: 

Ayes, 8 

Noes, 9 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 
Messrs. Eckel, Elliott, Henderson, Lindsley, Lyle, McOall, 
Parker and Wisener — 8. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Eaton, Frierson, Fuson, Gamer, Keith, Matthews, 
Norman, Patterson and Bodgers — 9. 

, So the motion to adjourn, was 

Lost. 

Mr. Lindsley moved an adjournment until 101 o'clock, A. M., 
Monday next. 

Mr. Garner called for the ayes and noes, with the following re- 
sult: 

Ayes,... . 12 

Noes, 7 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 
Messrs. Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Henderson, Lindsley, 
Lyle, McOall, Patterson, Parker, Underwood and Wisener — 12, 



183 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messre. Fuson, (Earner, Keith, Matthews, Norman, Bodgers and 
Wyati>— 7. 

So the motion to adjoam, 

Carried, and 

The Senate was declared adjourned accordingly. 



MONDAY MOENING, SEPTEMBER 7, 1868. 



Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Ohair. 

Prayer by the Bev. Mr. OampbelL 
Boll called under the rules. 

Present, 22 

Absent, .... .... ... . ... — .. .... ...... 3 

Senators present, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Cate, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, 
Garner, Henderson, Keith, Lindsiey, Lyle, Matthews, McOall, 
Norman, Patterson, Bodgers, Smith, Underwood, Wyatt and^ 
Mr. Speaker Senter. 

Senators absent, were: 

Messrs. Nelson, Wisener and Wilson. 

The Speaker announced a quorum present, and the Minutes of 
the last meeting were read and approved. 

House Message No. 16, to- wit: 

HouBB OF Brpbesbntativbs, Sept. 7, 1868. 
Mr. Speaker: — I am directed by the House of BepresentatiTes, 
to transmit herewith, House Joint Besolutions Nos. 26 and 29, 
for the signature of the Speaker of the Senate. 

Geo. Ebgab Gbibham, 

P. 0. of the H. of B. 
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Senate Joint Besolation No. 12, was tftken up. 

Adopted, 

And itfl transmission ordered to the House of Bepresentatives. 

Senate Bill No. 3 — the nnfinished business of Saturday — was 
taken up on its third reading. 

The 21st section was taken up. 

Mr. Patterson mored to strike ont all after the word *'night" 
in the second line, to the word ^Hhereof/' in the fifth line. 

Mr. McOall moved, in lieu, to strike out the entire section. 

Mr. Q-arner called for the ayes and noes, with the following re- 
sult: 

Ayes, 6 

Noes, 16 

Senators voting in the affirmative^ were: 

Messrs. Cate, filKott, Lindsley, Lyle and McOall — 6. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. AUfidge, Eckel, Eaton, Frierson, Fuson, Q-amer, Hen- 
derson, Keith, Matthews, Norman, Patterson, Parker, Bodgem, 
Smith, Wyatt and Mr. Speaker 8enter-«-l6. 

So the motion was. 

Lost. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Patterson. 

Mr. Patterson called for the ayes and noes, with the following 
tmolt: 

Ayes,*.*. — . —. — .- ^— .... .—. ...-- .. • 8 

Noes, . . .^ .... .—♦12 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 
Messrs. Elliott, Frierson, Lindsley, Lyle^ McOall, Norman, 
Patterson and Parker — 8. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Eckel, Eaton, Fuson, Garner, Henderson, 
Keith, Matthews, Bodgers, Smith, Wyatt and Mr. Speaker Sen- 
ter— 12. 



So the tnoHoii to strike ottt. 

Lost. 

Mr. Fuson oftered the following section, in lieu of the 2l8t sec- 
tion: 

Seo. 21. Be H? ffirtiher enacted. That, if any person shall know- 
ingly make, or cause to be made, any uniform or regalia, in part 
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or in whole, for a disgoker of any p^^son or persons, by day or 
night, or shall be found in the possession of tm same, he, she or 
they, shall be fined at the discretion of the oeiirt, and shall be ren- 
dered infamous. 

Adopted. 

The 22d section was tal^n np. 

Mr, Frierson offered the foltowing section, in lieu, to- wit: 

Seo. 22. Be it further enacted. That in addition to the oath 
prescribed by the constitution, and the oath of office, every pub- 
lic officer shall swear that he has never been a member of the or- 
ganization known as the '^Ku KIuz Klan,'' or other disguised 
body of men contrary to the laws of this State; and that he has 
nieither directly nor indirectly aided, encouraged, supported, or in 
any manner countenanced said organization. 

Adopted. 

Section 23 was taken up, and 

Adopted. 

Sections 24 and 25, were taken up separately, and stricken out. 

Section 26 was taken up^ and 

Adopted. 

Section 27 was takt n up. 

Mr. Patterson moved to strike out the entire section. 

Mr. Lindsley called for Hxb ^yes and noes^ with the following 
result: 

Ayes, • . ..-^- 8 

Noes, 12 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 
Messrs. Eckel, Elliott, Frierson, Lindsley, Lyle^ McGall, Nor- 
man and Patterson — 8. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Baton, Fuson, G^amer, Henderson, Keith, 
Matthews, Parker, Bodgers, Smith, Wyatt and Mr. Speaker Sen- 
ter— 12. 

So the motion to strike out. 

Lost. 

Mr. Eckel offered the following amendment, to-wit: Strike 
out the word ^^principal'^ in line second, and insert the foUowiog: 
''ShaU be regarded as guilty of a misdemeanor against the laws, 
and shall be punished accordingly/' 

The question was taken on the adoption of the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Lindsley called for the ayes and noes^ with the following 
result: 

Ayes, ... . .. 14 

Noes, — - -. 7 
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Senators voting in the affinnaiive, were: 

Messrs. Ca e, Eckd, Eaton, Elliott, Fason, Garn:r, Lindsley, 
Lyle, McOall, Norman, Patterson, Parker, Wyatt, and Mr. Speak- 
er Senter — 14. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Frierson, Henderson, Keith, Matthews, 
Bodgers and Smith— 7. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the Section, ps 
amended. 

Mr. Patterson called for the ayes and noes, with the following 
result: 

Ayes, .. . .--14 

Noes, 7 

Senators voting in the aflSlrmative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Cate, Eckel, Eaton, Fuson, Gamer, Hender- 
son, Keith, Matthews, Parker, Bodgers, Smith, Wyatt, and Mr. 
Speaker Senter — 14. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Elliott, Frierson, Lindsley, Lyle, McCall, Norman and 
Patterson — 7. 

So the Section, as amended, was adopted. 

Section 28 was taken up. 

Mr. Eckel offered the following amendment, to-wit: Insert in 
line second, after the word ^^secret,'' the word unlawJiU. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Garner offered the following amendment, to-wit: Strike 
out, in 7th line, the words ^Hen days,'' and insert after the word 
"effect," the words and from and. 

Adopted. 

And the Section, as amended, was then. 

Adopted. 

The question was then taken on the passage of the Bill, and 
the vote taken by ayes and noes, with the following result: 

Ayes, .. 16 

Noes, - - - 7 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Eckel, Eaton, Fuson, Garner, Henderson, 
Keith, Matthews, Norman^ Patterson, Parker, Bodgers, Smith, 
Wyatt, and Mr. Speaker Senter — 15. 
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Senators Toting in the negative^ were: 

Messrs. Cate, Elliott, Frierson, Lindsley, Lyle, McCall and 
Underwood— 7. 

So the Bill passed, and its immediate transmission ordered to 
the House of representatives. 
On motion of Mr. McCall, 
The Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 



Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Ohair. 
Boll called. 

Present,... ..-.. - -- -- .........21 

Absent,. .... . .. . 4 

Senators present, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Gate, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, 
Gj-amer, Henderson, Keith, Lindsley, Lyle, Matthews, McCaU, 
Norman, Patterson, Parker, Smith, Underwood, Wyatt, and Mr. 
Speaker Senter. 

Senators absent, were: 

Messrs. Nelson, Bodgers, Wisener and Wilson. 

The Speaker announced a quorum present. 

House Message No. 16, to-wit: 

HouBB OF Bepbesentativeb, Sept. 7, 1868. 
Mr. Speaker: — I am directed by the House of Bepresentaliyes, 
to return herewith, Senate Joint Besolution No. 10, signed by the 
Speaker of the House. 

, G-EOBGE EdGAB G-BIBHAM, 

P.O. of thtf H. of B. 

Senate Bill No. 7, the special order of the day, was taken up 
on its third reading. 

Mr. Elliott moved the adoption of Senate Bill No. 3, in Ueu. 

Mr. Oate offered Senate Bill No. 12, in lieu of both Bills un- 
der consideration. 
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Mr. Garner moTed to indefinitely postpone the whole matt^. 

Pending the motion to indefinitdy postpone, 

On motion of Mr. Aldridge, 

The Senate adjonrned until 10 o'clock, A. M., to-morrow. 



TUESDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 8, 1868. 



Senate met pnrsnant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Chair. 

Prayer by Eev. Mr. Campbell. 
Roll called under the rules. 

Present, 21 

Absent, -— - . — - 4 

Senators present were: 

Messrs. Aidridge, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, Gar- 
ner, Henderson, Keith, Lindsley, Lyle, Matthews, McCall, Nor- 
man, Patterson, Parker, Rodgers, Smith, Underwood, Wyatt, 
and Mr. Speaker Senter. 

Senators absent, were: 

Messrs. Cate, Nelson, Wisener and Wilson. 

The Speaker announced a quoram present, and the Minutes of 
the last meeting were read and approved. 

Report No. 18, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, to-wit: 

Mr. Speaker:-^The committee have examined Senate Bill No. 
3, and Senate Joint Resolution No. 12, and find them correctly 
enrolled. A. M. Cats, Chairman. 

 

Mr. Eckel was granted leave of absence from to-day, for the 
remainder of this session. 

Senate Bills Nos. 3, 7 and 12, being the unfinished business 
of yesterday, were taken up. 

Senate Bill No. 12, being offered in lieu of Nos. 3 and 7, 

The motion made by Mr. Garner to postpone indefinitely the 
whole matter, was withdrawn. 
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Mr. Parker moved to lay the whde sutjeot on the table. 
Mr. Lindflley called for the f^yes and noes, with the following 
result: 

Ayes,-.- *. - 11 

Noes, -.11 

Senators voting in the affirmative were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Cate, Eckel, Frierson, Fnson, Q-arner, Hen- 
derson, Matthews, Parker, Bodgers and Smith — 11. 

Senators voting in the negative, Were: 

Messrs. Eaton, Elliott, Keith, Lindsley, Lyl^ McCall, Norman, 
Patterson, Underwood, Wyatt, and Mr. Speaker Senter — 11. 

So the motion to table, 
Lost. 

Pending the farther consideration of the question, 
Mr. McCall mov^d an adjournment Until 3 o'clock, P. M. 
Mr. Smith called for the ayes €Mid noes, with the following re- 
suit: 

Ayes, 3 

Noes, - — 19 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 
Messrs. Lindsley, Lyle and McOall — 3. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Cate, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, 
Garner, Henderson, Keith, Matthews, Norman, Patterson, Par- 
ker, Bodgers, Smith, Underwood, Wyatt, and Mr. Speaker Sen- 
ter— 19. 

So the motion to adjourn. 

Lost. 

Mr. Lindsley moved an adjonrnment until 10 o'clock, A. M., 
to-morrow, 

Mr. Gamer called for the ayes and noes, with the following re* 
suit: 

Ayes, • .-- 3 

Noes, 19 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 
Messrs. Lindsley, Lyle and McOall*^-^. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Gate, Eckel, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, i^iison, 
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Gftrner, Henderson, Keith, Matthews, Norman, Patterson, Par- 
ker, Bodgers, Smith, Underwood, Wyatt, and Mr. Speaker Sen- 
ter— 19. 

So the motion to adjourn. 

Lost. 

Mr. Matthews renewed the motion to indefinitely postpone the 
whole sabject, and called for the ayes and noes, with the follow- 
ing result: 

Ayes, ............. .... . 14 

Noes,. ..... . .. — . 8 

Senators voting in the afiSrmatiye, were; 

Messrs. Aldridge, Cate, Eckel, Eaton, Frierson, Fuson, Gamer, 
Henderson, Matthews, Parker, Bodgers, Smith, Underwood and 
Wyatt— 14. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Elliott, Keith, Lindsley, Lyle, McOall, Norman, Pat- 
terson, and Mr. Speaker Senter — 8. 

So the motion 

Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Eckel, 

The Senate adjourned until 2 o'clock, P. M. 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 



Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Chair. 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, the Judiciary Committee was re- 
quested to return to the Senate, Senate Bill No. 10. Whereupon, 

Mr. Lindsley, Chairman pro tem.y returned said Bill, which 
was taken up on its third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, the vote passing the Bill on its 
third reading, was'reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr. Frierson, the motion entered to reconsider 
the vote adopting the Bill under consideration, in lieu of House 
Bill No. 15, on its second reading, was taken up. 

The question was taken on the motion to reconsider the vote 
adopting the Bill in lieu. 

Mr. Lindsley called for the ayes and noes, with the following 
result: 
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Ayes, - . ...^^14 

Noes, - 7 

Senators yotiDg in the affirmative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Eckel, Eaton, Frierson, Gamer, Henderson, 
Keith, Matthews, Norman, Parker, Bodgers, Smith, Wyatt, and 
Mr. Speaker Senter*-14 

Senators votii^ in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Gate, Elliott, Fuson, Lindsley, Lyle, McCall and Pat** 
terson — 7. 

So the motion to reconsider. 

Carried. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the Bill offered 
in lien. 

Mr. Parker called for the ayes and noes, with the following 
result: 

Ayes, — ..--- -. 7 

Noes, .— . -..---..- -14 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 
Messrs. Gate, Elliott, Fuson, Lindsley, Lyle, McCall, and Pat- 
terson — 7. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Eckel, Eaton, Frierson, Gamer, Henderson, 
Keith, Matthews, Norman, Parker, Bodgers, Smith, Wyatt, and 
Mr. Speaker Senter— 14. 

So the Bill was rejected. 

Mr. Eckel then moved to reconsider the vote adopting the 
amendment offered by himself, prohibiting any member of the 
State Guard from voting for any candidate for any municipal of- 
fice, or Congress, not residing in his own municipality or District. 

Mr. Lindsley balled fbr the ayes and noes, with the following 
result: 

Ayes,-.- - -....- -. 13 

Noes, 8 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Eaton, Frierson, Fuson, Garner, Henderson, 
Keith, Matthews, Norman, Bodgers, Smith, Wyatt, and Mr. 
Speaker Senter — 13. 
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Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Gate, Eckel, Elliott, Lindsley, Lyle, McCall, Patterson 
and Parker — 8. 

So the motion to reconsider, 
Oarried. 

The amendm^t was taken np and reacted. 
Mr. Gtirner moved to reconsider the vote adopting the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Frierson. 
Mr. Parker called for the ayes and noes, with the following ro- 

soU: 

Ayes, . « ........ . 11 

Noes, 10 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 
Messrs. Aldric^e, Eckel, Eaton, Garner, Henderson, Keith, 
Matthews, Bodgers, Smith, Wyatt, and Mr. Speaker Sentep*— 11. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Gate, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, Lindsley, Lyle, McCall, 
Norman, Patterson and Parker — 10. 

So the motion to reconsider. 

Carried. 

Mr. Aldridge moved to strike oat the words ^^Sheriff and At- 
torney-General." 

Lost. 

Mr. Bodgers offered the following amendment in lien, to-wit: 

'The Governor shall not declaim martial law, only npon the 
application of any Judge, or Senator, or Representative, or Sheriff, 
or three Justices of the Peace, or ten freeholders, certified to be 
Union men, by the Judge, Senator, Representative or Sheriff." 

Adopted. 

Pending the further consideration of the amendment, 

Mr. McOall moved an adjourmnent until 9 o'clock, A. M., to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Smith called for the ayes and noes, with the following result: 

Ayes,. .... — . ......,..»««..^... — ^ 8 

Noes, 12 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 
Messrs. Cate, Elliott, Fuson, Lindsley, Lyle^ McOall, Patter- 
son and Parker — 8. 

Senators voting in the n^ative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Eaton, Frierson, Garner, Henderson, Keith, 
Matthews, Norman, Bodgers, Smith, Wyatt, and Mr. Speaker 
Senter— 12. 
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So the motion to adjourn, 

Lost. 

Mr. Lindsley moved an adjournment until 10 o'olodc, A. M., 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Matthews called for the ayes and noes, with the following 
result: 

Ayes, - — — - 6 

Koes,... ...«....*.... ........ — «.*.«..,..•.•«.... ...14 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 

Messrs. Elliott, Frierson, Lindsley, Lyle, McOall and Norman 



Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Gate, Baton, Frierscm, Qarner, Henderson, 
Keitii, Matthews, Patteraon, Parker, Bodgera, Smith, Wyatt, and 
Mr. Speaker Senter— 14. 

So the motion to adjourg. 

Lost. 

Mr. Parker moved an adjournment until 8i o'clock, A. M., 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Speaker Senter called for the ayes and noes, with the fol- 
lowing result: 

Ayes,... .. — . ...« ... .... ........ 10 

Noes, lO 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 
Messrs. Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, Lindsley, Lyle, McOall, Nor- 
man, Patterson, Parker and Bodgera — 10. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Gate, Eaton, Gamer, Henderson, Keith,. 
Matthews, Smith, Wyatt, and Mr. Speaker Santer — 10. 

So the motion. 

Lost 

Mr. Lindsley moved an adjournment until 9i o'clock, A. M.,. 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Matthews called for the ayes and noes, with the following 
result: 

Ayes,.... — — — — — — — — — — — - 9 

Noes,.... .... ...- — •••* — - — . ....11 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 
Messrs. Gate, Elliott, Frierson, Lindsley, Lyle, McGall, Nor- 
man, Patterson and Parker — 9. 

13 S 
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Senators Yotiog in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Eaton, Fasoo, Gamer, Henderson, Eetih, 
Matthews, Bodgers, Smith, Wyatt, and Mr. Speaker Senter — 11. 

So the motion, 

Lost. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Speaker Senter called for the ayes and noes, with the fol- 
lowing result: . 

Ayes, 17 

Noes, ..... ........ 3 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 

Messi«. Aldridse, Gate, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, Gamer, Hen- 
derson, Keith, Lindsley, Lyie, McOall, Norman, Patterson, 
Parker, Bodgers, Smith and Wyatt — 17. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Eaton, Matthews, and Mr. Speaker Senter — 3. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

The question was then taken on the passage of the Bill on its 
second reading. 

Mr. McOali called for the ayes and noes, with the following 
result: 

Ayes, 12 

Noes, 8 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Eaton, Garner, Henderson, Eeita, Matthews, 
Norman, Parker, Bodgers, Smith, Wyatt^ and Mr. Speaker Sen- 
ter— 12. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Oate, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, Lindsley, Lyle, McCall 
and Patterson---8. 

So the Bill passed« 

On motion of M.. Parker, 

The Senate adjourned until 9i o'clock, A. M., to-morrow. 
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WEDNESDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 9, 1868. 

Senate met puroaant to adjonrnment, Mr. Speaker Seuter in 
the Chain 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Campbell. 
Roll called under the rulea 

Present, ^— . ^ ^^-21 

Absent, «.......« .. . •.*.....^.... 4 

Senators present, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Cate, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, Gar- 
ner, Henderson, Keith, Lindsley, Lyle, Matthews, McCall, Nor- 
man, Patterson, Parker, Rodgers, Smith, Underwood, Wyatt, 
and Mr. Speaker Senter. 

Senators absent, were: 

Messrs. Eckel, Nelson, Wisener and Wilson. 

The Speaker announced a quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Elliott, the Journal of yesterday was so cor- 
rected, as to show that the vote passing Senate Bill No. 10, on its 
second reading, was reconsidered. 

The reading of the Journal was dispensed with. 

House Message No. 19, to-wit: 

House of Represent atiyes, Sept. 9, 1868. 
Mr. Speaker: — ^I am directed by the House of Representatives, 
to return herewith, Senate Bill No. 5, Senate amendments to 
House amendments concurred in. 

George Edgar Grisham, 

P. C. of the H. of R. 

Mr. Lyle offered Senate Joint Resolution No. 13, to-wit: Au- 
thorizing the Chancellor of any Division in the State to hold 
Courts in the 7th Chancery Division during the time the seat of 
Judge Lauck is contested, and authorizing the Comptroller not to 
pay the salary to either of the contestants until the case is deci- 
ded in the Courts. 

The Chair ruled. 

The Resolution was out of order. 

On motion of Mr. Frierson, the decision of the Chair was 
sustained. 

House Bill No. 16, was taken up on its third reading. 
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Mr. Garner offered the following amendment, to-wit: Strike 
out ^^Martial Law/' in 2d and 4th lines of Section 4th, and in- 
insert insurrection. 

Mr. Norman offered the following atnendment in lieu, to- wit: 
Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert the following: 
That An Act passed March 16th, 1868, entitled ''An Act to or- 
ganize and equip a State Guard, and regulate the Governor's 
Staff," he so amended as to allow the Governor four Staff Officers, 
who shall receive two hundred dollars each, per month. 

Sec. 2d. Be it further enacted^ That the expenses of calling 
out^ organizing, equipping, etc., of the State Guard, be paid out 
of the State Treasury; and the Comptroller is hereby authorized 
and directed to issue his warrant for the same, to the parties en- 
titled ta the same, upon the filing of proper vouchers in his office; 
and that this Act take effect from and atlter its passage. 

Mr. Matthews moved to lay both amendments on the table. 

Mr. Gate called for the ayes and noes, with the following 
result : 

Ayes,--*- ---• ..— 8 

Noes, 12 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 
Messvs. Eaton, Henderson, Keith, Matthews, Bodgers, Smith, 
Wyatt and Mr. Speaker Senter — 8. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Cate, Mliott, Fuson, Gamer, Lindsley, Lyle, 
McCall, Norman, Patterson, Parker and Underwood — 12. 

So the ni^otion to table, was 
Lost. 

Mr. Smith was called to the Chair. 
Pending the further consideration of the amendment, 
Mr. Parker moved an adjournment until 2i o'clock, P. M. 
Mr. Speaker Senter called for the ayes and noes, with the fol- 
lowing result: 

Ayes, 9 

Noes, ^ • 12 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 
Messrs. Gate, Elliott^ Frierson, Fuson, Lindsley^ 1^7^ Mc- 
Call, Patterson and Parker — 9. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Eaton, Gamer, Henderson, Keith, Matthews, 
Norman, Bodgers, Smith, Underwood, Wyatt, and Mr. Speaker 
Senter— 12. 



197 

So the motion to adjoom, was 
Lost. 

Mr. Norman moved an adjournment until 2 o'clock, P. M. 
Mr. Speaker Senter called for the ayes and noes, with the fol- 
lowing result: 

Ayes,--. ..,-.10 

Noes, 11 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 
Messrs. Gate, Elliott, Frierson, Fnson, Lindsley, hyh, McOall, 
Norman, Patterson and Parker — 10, 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Eaton, • Garner, Henderson, Keith, Mat- 
thews, Bodgers, Smith, Underwood, Wyatt, and Mr. Speaker 
Senter— 11. 

So the motion was 
Lost. 
! Mr. Bodgers moved a call of the previous question. 

I Sustained. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the amend- 
ment in lieu. 

Mr. Parker called for the ayes and noes, with the following 
result: 

Ayes, - 13 

Noes, ... .- ^ - 8 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Cate, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, Garner, 
Lindsley, Lyle, McGall, Norman, Patterson, Parker and Under- 
wood — 13. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Eaton, Henderson, Keith, Matthews, Bodgers, Smith, 
Wyatt, and Mr. Speaker Senter — 8. 

So the amendment was adopted in lieu. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Speaker Senter called for the ayes and noes, with the fol- 
lowing result: 

Ayes,..- - 13 

Noes, - .- 8 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Cate, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, Garner, Linds- 
ley, Lyle, McCall, Norman, Patterson, Parker and Under- 
wood— 13. 
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Seoators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Eaton^ Henderson, Keith, Matthews, Bodgers, Smith, 
Wyatt, and Mr. Speaker Senter — 8, 

So the amendment was 
Adopted. 

The Bill was then put on its passage, and the vote taken by 
ayes and noes, with the following result: 

Ayes, - » . 14 

Noes, 7 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Gate, Eaton, Frierson, Fuson, Garner, Keith, 
Norman, Patterson, Parker, Bodgers, Smith, Wyatt, and Mr. 
Speaker Senter — 14. 

Senators voting in the negative, were:' 

Messrs. Elliott, Henderson, Lindsley, Lyle, Matthews, McOall 

and Underwood — 7. 

So the Bill passed, and was ordered to be immediately returned 
to the House of Bepresentatives. 

House Message No. 20, to -wit: 

House op Eepreskntativbs, Sept. 9 th, 1868. 
Mr. Speaker: — I am directed by the House of Bepresentatives, 
to return herewith, Senate Joint Besolutton No. 12, amended 
and concurred in. Gsobge Edoab Gbisham 

P. a of the H. of E, 

Mr. Speaker Senter took the Ohair. 

Mr. Smith was granted leave of absence for the remainder of 
the session. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, 

The Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. M., to-morrow. 



/ 
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THURSDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 10, 1868. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Chair. 

Prayer hy the Rev. Mr. Campbell. 
Roll called under the rules. 

Present, ^ ..... . . .... 21 

Absent, . .. ....... 4 

Senators present, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Cate, Eaton, Elliott, Frierson, Fuson, Gar- 
ner, Henderson, Keith, Lindsley, Lyle, Matthews, McCall, Nor- 
man, Patterson, Parker, Rodgers, Smith, Wyatt and Mr. Speaker 
Senter— 21. 

Senators absent, were: 

Messrs. Eckel, Nelson, Wisener and Wilson — 4. 

The Speaker announced a quorum present, and the Minutes of 
the 8th and 9th inst., were read and approved. 

Report No. 19^ from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, to-wit: 

Mr. Speaker: — The committee have examined Senate Bill No. 
5, and find it correctly engrossed. 

A. M. Cate, Chairman. 

Report No. 20, from the Special Committtee under House Joint 
Resolution No. 28: 

Mr. Speaker: — ^Your Special Committee, formed under House 
Joint Resolution No. 28, to examine the charges preferred against 
Thomas B. McElwee, beg leave to report that they have taken 
several depositions, which we make part of our report herewith. 
We are satisfied that we cannot search the end of the matter 
against Thomas B. McElwee, Warden of the Penitentiary, during 
the present session. We, therefore, ask that the accompanying 
Resolution be adopted. 

T. R. MoCall, Chairman, pro tern. 

House Message No. 21, to-wit: 

HousB OF Rbpbbbentativbs, Sept. 10, 1868. 
Mr. Speaker: — I am directed bv the House of Representatives, 
to return herewith. House Bill No. 15, Senate amendment non- 
concurred in. Gbo. Edgab Gbisham, 

.P. C. of the H. of R, 
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House Bill Ko. 15, was taken up on' Senate amendments non- 
concnrred in by the House. 

On motion of Mr. Nonnan, passed over informaUy. 

Mr. Lindsley, Chairman, pro tern., of the Judiciary Committee, 
returned Senate Bill No. 11, without having taken action on the 
same. 

On motion of Mr. Korman, House Bill No. 15, was taken up 
on Senate amendments non-concurred in by the House. 

Mr. Norman moved that the Senate insist upon its amendments. 

Mr. Gamer called for the ayes and noes, with the following re- 
sult: 

Ayes, . ... . 12 

Noes, -. 8 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 
Messrs. Aldridge, Cftte, Elliott^ Frierson, Fuson, Gamer, Linds- 
ley, Lyle, McCall, Norman, Patterson and Wyatt — 12. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Eaton, Henderson, Keith, Matthews, Parker, Bodgers, 
Smith and Mr. Speaker Senter — 8. 



So the motion, 

Carried, and 

The Bill ordered to be returned to the House of Bepresena- 
tives. 

Senate Joint Besolution No. 12, was taken up. 

House amendments concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Elliott, the Senate adjourned until 2 o'clock, 
P. M. 



^ 



AFTEBNOON SESSION. 



Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Chair. 

. ouse Message No. 22, to^wit: 

House of Bepbbssktativbs, Sept. 10, 1868. 
Mr. Speaker: — I am directed by the House of Eepresentatives, 
to inform the Senate, that the House asks a Committee of Con- 
ference on House Bill No. 5. Committee on the part of the 
House, are, Messrs. Cordell, Meyers, Boach, Stone and Williams. 

Gbo. Edgar Gbisham, 
P. 0. of the H. of B. 
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On motion of Mr. KonnaOy m Oommittee of Conference was 
appointed on House Bill No. 15. 

Messrs. Norman, Wyatt and Matthews^Swere appointed said 
committee on the part of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Gamer, the Senate took a recess nntil 3) 
o'clock, P. M. 



Senate was called to order at the expiration of the recess. 
The Speaker presented the following Message from His Excel- 
lency, the Governor, to-wit: 

ExBOUTiYE Office, 

Nashville, Tbnn., 
Sept. 7th, 1868. 
Oenthmen of the Senate: 

I also nominate the Jackson Bepublican as an official or- 
^an, for legal advertising in the 8th Oongressiopal District, and 
mvite your attention to the same. 

W. G. Bbownlow. 

On motion of Mr. Garner, the nomination was confirmed. 

House Message No. 23, to-wit: 

House of Bepbessktativeb, Sept. 10, 1868. 
Mr. Speaker:-*-! am directed by the House of Bepresentatives, 
to return herewith. Senate Bill No. 4, amended and passed; and 
Senate Bill No. 5, signed by the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives; also transmit House Joint Besolution No. 36, for the 
signature of the Speaker of the Senate. 

Geo. Eboab Gbishak, 

P. 0. of the H. of B. 

Senate Bill No. 4, was taken up on House amendments, and the 
amendments concurred in. 

Mr. Norman reported back from the Committee on Oonference, 
on House Bill No. 15, and asked to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the Bill, as the committee could not agree. 

Mr. Norman moved that the committee be discharged. 

Mr. Gamer called for the ayes and noes, with the following re- 
sult: 

Ayes,.., - ... - ^ 9 

Noes, .... . • ..«. .11 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 
Messrs. Aldridee, Oate, Fuson, Henderson, Keith, Lindsley, 
Lyle, McCall and rarker-r9. 
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Benatora voting in tiie negative, were: 

MesBrs. Eaton, Elliott, Frieraon, Garner, Matthews, Norman, 
Patterson, Bodgers^ Smith, Wyatt, aild Mr. Speaker Benter — 11 

So the motion 

Lost 

On motion of Mr. Bodgers, 

The Senate adjourned until 8 o'clock, P. M. 



EVENING SESSION. 



Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Chair. 

Report No. 21, from the Special Oommittee of Conference on 
House Bill No. 15, to-wit: 

Mr. Speaker: — ^The Committee of Conference to whom was re- 
ferred House Bill No. I65 with Senate amendments attached 
thereto, non-concurred in by the House, and insisted upon by the 
Senate, have had the same under consideration, and have in- 
structed me to report that said Senate amendments were disagreed 
to by five members of the committee, and agreed to by three 
members of this committee. Therefore, the House Bill was 
taken up; and Preamble, first and second sections of said Bill, 
i^reed to unanimously. Section 3d, to the word "appropriate,'^ 
in 6th line, was agreed to, with the following amendment: After 
the word "transportation,'^ in 4th line, strike out the word "and,'' 
and after the word "support" insert payment. And all after 
the word "appropriate," in (>th line, in 3d section, was agreed to 
by a vote of five, and disagreed to by a vote of three. And the 
following amendment to section 4, was agreed to by a vote of six, 
and disagreed to by a vote of 2: By inserting after "Be it farther 
enacted,'' the following: "Whenever a full representation from 
any county, or counties, is made to the Governor by the Judge 
and Attorney-General of the Circuit in which said county, or 
counties, is situated, and the Senator and fiepresentatives, and 
ten Union men of good moral character, of said county, or coun- 
ties, that the laws cannot be enforced, and the good citizens of 
that county, or counties, cannot be protected in their just rights 
on account of rebellion or insurrection, or the opposition of the 
people to the enforcement of law and order." 

Therefore, said section 4, as amended, was agreed to by a vote 
of five, and disagreed to by a vote of three. The following 
amendment was agreed to by a vote of ^ve to three. 
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Be U further enacted^ That, npon the application of the sworn 
statement of ten or more known unconditional Union men, of 
good moral character, or three Justices of the Peace of any coun- 
ty in this State, setting forth that the civil laws cannot be en- 
forced in such county, and that the law abiding citizens cannot 
be protected in their rights and liberties, without the aid of the 
military authorities, it shall be the duty of the Governor to fur- 
nish such number of troops as may be necessary to enforce the 
laws and protect the citizens from violence. 

Section 5, was agreed to be stricken out by a unanimous vote. 
Section 6, was agreed to by a unanimous vote. All of which is 
respectfuUy submitted. Jno. Nobman, 

Ohairman on part of the Senate. 
Jno. M. Oobdell, 
Chairman on part of the H. of B. 

House Message No. 23, to-wit: 

House of Bepbesentatives, 

September 10th, 1868. 
Mr. Speaker: — I am directed by the House of Representatives, 
to transmit herewith, House Bill No. 15, with the Report of the 
Committee of Conference, concurred in by the House. 

Geo. EdgAb Gbisham, 

P. 0. of the H. of R. 

House Bill No. 15, was taken up, with the Report of the Com- 
mittee of Conference on said Bill. 

The question was taken on a concurrence in the Beport. 

Mr. Cate called for the ayes and noes, with the following result: 

Ayes, U 

Noes, ^. . 8 

Senators voting in the affirmative, were: 

Messrs. Aldridge, Baton, Frierson, Henderson, Keith, Mat- 
thews, Norman, Parker, Bodgers, Wyatt, and Mr. Speaker Sen- 
ter— 11. 

Senators voting in the negative, were: 

Messrs. Cate, Elliott, Fnson, Garner, Lindsley, Lyle, McCall 
and Patter8on---8. 

So the Beport was concurred in. 

Mr. Patterson was granted leave of absence for the remainder 
of the session. 

On motion of Mr. Elliott, 

The Senate adjourned until 11 o'clock^ A. M., to-morrow. 
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FBIDAT MOENINO, SEPTEMBER 11, 1868. 



Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Speaker Senter in 
the Chair. 

Prayer by the Bey. Mr. Oampbell. 

On motion of Mr. FriersoUi the calling of the roll was diBpens- 
ed with. 

Mr. Lindsley wag called to the Chair. 

Mr. Speaker Senter offered, at the request of Mr. Eckel, Senate 
Joint Solution No. 14, to-wit: 

Whebeas, Such has been, and still is, the rebellious temper 
and tone of a portion of the citizens lately engaged in rebellion 
against the United States Government, as manifested by their 
acts in many of the counties of the State, against the laws, peace 
and quiet of all good and law-abiding citizens; and as there is 
abundant and reliable evidence that said disloyal persons, (en- 
couraged and backed up by the imprudent tone of many of the 
so-caUed Democratic Journals of the State, and the no less dis- 
loyal sentiments expressed by public speakers in the interest of 
said party,) have organized into formidable, unlawful clans, and, 
under disguise, mailed and armed, traveling over many portions 
of the CO ntry in the night, committing murder and other acts of 
violence, so as to spread dismay and alarm wherever they pass, 
to peaceful men, women and children; which state of things has 
caused the Executive of the State to convene the Legislature in 
Extraordinrry Session, to adopt measures to suppress said lawless 
clans, and enforce the laws of the State; which deplorable state 
of affairs has forced the unpleasant necessity upon Legislators, in 
their official capacity, as sworn guardians of the people, to see that 
all citizens have protection in life, liberty and the pursuit of hap- 
piness, which are their constitutional rights; which, so {fix as 
legislation is concerned, under the circumstances, can only be 
done by appealing to the strong arm of the military, in case they 
persist in their unlawful deeds; And whereas^ As many of the 
citizens who were once engaged in the rebellion, either in arms or 
by sympathy, have manifested the noble and praiseworthy desire 
of obeying the laws, and exerting all their influence in aiding the 
loyal citizens and lawful officers in maintaining the peace and 
quiet of the State, and suppressing all unlawful clans; Therefore, 

JSe it resolved by the General AeeenMy of the State of Tennessee^ 
That the Governor is hereby requested to issue his Proclamation, 
notifying all unlawful clans or orguiizations, to disband and 
cease their deeds of yiolence and intimidatiouj by either acts or 
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threats, expressed or implied, or that the Act passed by the Q-en- 
eral Assembly, on the 10th day of September, 1868, entitled 
''An Act to enforce the Laws of the Stata'' by empowering the 
Qovernor to call out the militia, etc., will be put into fnll force; 
and that, if the peace and quiet of the State is maintained, and 
all the laws obeyed and enforced, said law will remain a dead 
letter on the Btotnte book, and not a man will be called out. 

Adopted, under a suspension of the rules, and ordered to be 
immediately transmitted t6 the House of Beptesentatives. ' 

Senate Joint Besolution No. 15« offered by the Special Oom- 
mittee under Houise Joint Resolution No. 28, was taken up and 
rejected. 

Report No» 22, from the Joint Oomnuittee, to«-wit: 

Mr. Speaker: — The Committee have had under conaideration 
Senate Bill No. 2, and have instructed me to report that they 
recommend that it be laid on the table; Senate iffill No. 3, having 
embraced the sul^et matter of thifi Bill. 

A. V. S. LiNDSLBT, 

Chairman, pro Urn. 

Senate Bill No. 2, was taken up and Report coneu rred in, and 
the Bill laid on the table. 

Report No. 23, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, to-wit: 

Mr. Speaker:->«The Committee have examined Senate Bills 
Nos. 3 and 4^ and Senate Joint Besolution No. 12, and find the 
same ccM^rectly ei^rossed. A. H. Oatb, Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Frierson, 

The Senate adjourned until llio'elook, A. M., Monday, 
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1868. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment, Mr. Lindsley took the 
Chair, and, by direction of the Speaker, called the Senate to 
order. 

Prayer by the Bev. Mr. Campbell. 

Thd calling of the roll was dispensed with. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

The Speaker presented the following Communication, to-wit: 

Washington, September 12, 
To the Hon. D. W. G. SefnsteTj Speaker of the Senate^ and Hon. 
F. S. BichardSy Speaker of the House: 

Mission accomplished. The President will sustain the 
civil authorities. Orders were issued to the Department Com* 
mander to sustain and aid the civil authorities; and sufficient 
force will be furnished to accomplish such purpose. 

Wm. H. Wisenkr, Sr., 
Committee on the part of the Senate. 
T. A. Hamilton, 

i. H. AOEE, 

Committee on the part of the House of Representatives. 

diouse Message No. 24: * 

HonsB OF Bbpbesbntativbs, Sept. 14, 1868. 
Mr. Speaker: — I am directed by the House of Representatives, 
to return herewith, Senate Bills Nos. 3 and 4, and Senate Joint 
Resolution No. 12, signed by the Speaker of the House of Re- 
presentatives; also, Senate Joint Resolution No. 14, concurred in; 
also, transmit herewith. House BUI No. 16, for the signature of 
the Speaker of the Senate. George Edoab Gbisham, 

P. C. of the H. of R. 

House Message No. 25, to-wit: 

r 

House op Representatives, Sept. 14, 1868. 
Mr. Speaker:— I am directed by the House of Representatives, 
to return herewith, Senate Joint Resolution No. 14, signed by 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

George Edgar Grisham, 

P. C. of the H. of R. 

On motion of Mr. Frierson, the Clerk was ordered to inform 
the House of Representatives that the Senate has completed its 
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bnsinesB, and is now ready to adjonni) according to Houbo Joint 
Besolution No. 26. 

The hour of twelve having arrived^ the Speaker declared the 
Senate now adjourned sine dicy in accordance with the provisions 
of House Joint Besolution No. 26. 

D. W. 0. SENTER, 

Speaker of the Senate^ 
D. M. Nblson, 

Prindptd Olerk of the Sencste. 
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ERRATA. 



Add after the words, **The Speaker announoed a qaorum present," in the Min- 
utes of the 9th of September, page 196, the following: '<and the Minutes of ^ the 
last meeting were read and approved." 

Read ^'second reading," for "first," on page 190, eighth line, commencing from.the 
bottom of the page. 

In House Message No. 22, read *45," for *%" 6th line. 

On page 206, instead of "last meeting," read "lOth and 11th inst." 
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